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  he disciplines of biblical and systematic theology join forces to investigate anew 
the biblical covenants and the implications of such a study for conclusions 

in systematic theology.

By incorporating the latest research from the ancient Near East and examining  
implications of their work for Christology, ecclesiology, eschatology, and  
hermeneutics—biblical scholar Peter Gentry and systematic theologian Stephen 
Wellum present a thoughtful and viable alternative to both covenant theology  
and dispensationalism.
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&KDSWHU�2QH

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
COVENANTS IN BIBLICAL 
AND SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

7KH�LGHD�RI�FRYHQDQW�LV�IXQGDPHQWDO�WR�WKH�%LEOH¶V�VWRU\��$W�LWV�PRVW�EDVLF��
covenant presents God’s desire to enter into relationship with men and 
ZRPHQ�FUHDWHG� LQ�KLV� LPDJH��7KLV� LV� UHÀHFWHG� LQ� WKH� UHSHDWHG� FRYHQDQW�
UHIUDLQ��³,�ZLOO�EH�\RXU�*RG�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�EH�P\�SHRSOH´��([RGXV��������
/HYLWLFXV� ������ HWF���� &RYHQDQW� LV� DOO� DERXW� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
&UHDWRU�DQG�KLV�FUHDWLRQ��7KH�LGHD�PD\�VHHP�VLPSOH��KRZHYHU��WKH�LPSOL-
cations of covenant and covenant relationship between God and human-
NLQG�DUH�YDVW�������

7KH�SXUSRVH�RI� WKLV�ERRN� LV� WR�GHPRQVWUDWH� WZR�FODLPV��)LUVW��ZH�ZDQW� WR�
VKRZ�KRZ�FHQWUDO�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�³FRYHQDQW´�LV�WR�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�SORW�VWUXFWXUH�
of the Bible, and secondly, how a number of crucial theological differences 
ZLWKLQ�&KULVWLDQ�WKHRORJ\��DQG�WKH�UHVROXWLRQ�RI�WKRVH�GLIIHUHQFHV��DUH�GLUHFWO\�
tied to one’s understanding of how the biblical covenants unfold and relate to 
HDFK�RWKHU��,Q�WHUPV�RI�WKH�¿UVW�FODLP��ZH�DUH�not asserting that the covenants 
DUH�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��,QVWHDG��ZH�DVVHUW�WKDW�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�IRUP�
WKH�EDFNERQH�RI�WKH�PHWDQDUUDWLYH�RI�6FULSWXUH�DQG�WKXV�LW�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�³SXW�
WKHP� WRJHWKHU´� FRUUHFWO\� LQ� RUGHU� WR� GLVFHUQ� DFFXUDWHO\� WKH� ³ZKROH� FRXQ-
VHO�RI�*RG´��$FWV��������� Michael Horton nicely captures this point when 
he writes that the biblical covenants are “the architectural structure that we 

�ௗ$OLVWDLU�,��:LOVRQ�DQG�-DPLH�$��*UDQW��³,QWURGXFWLRQ�´�LQ�The God of Covenant: Biblical, Theological, and Con-
temporary Perspectives��HG��-DPLH�$��*UDQW�DQG�$OLVWDLU�,��:LOVRQ��/HLFHVWHU��8.��$SROORV������������
�ௗ:H�DUH�QRW�JRLQJ� WR�HQWHU� LQWR� WKH� WKRUQ\� LVVXH�RI� WKH�FHQWUH�RI�ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\��0DQ\�SURSRVDOV�KDYH�EHHQ�
JLYHQ��DQG�LQ�WKH�HQG�WKH\�DOO�WHQG�WRZDUG�UHGXFWLRQLVP��)RU�H[DPSOH��VHH�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�*HUKDUG�)��+DVHO��Old 
Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate���QG�HG���*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��(HUGPDQV���������DQG�WKH�
SURSRVDOV�RI�*��.��%HDOH��³7KH�(VFKDWRORJLFDO�&RQFHSWLRQ�RI�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�7KHRORJ\�´�LQ�“The Reader Must 
Understand”: Eschatology in Bible and Theology�� HG��.��(��%URZHU� DQG�0��:��(OOLRWW� �/HLFHVWHU��8.��$SRO-
ORV�� ������� ��±���� DQG� -DPHV�0��+DPLOWRQ��God’s Glory in Salvation through Judgment: A Biblical Theology 
�:KHDWRQ��,/��&URVVZD\���������2XU�FODLP�LV�PXFK�PRUH�PRGHVW�� WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�IRUP�WKH�EDFNERQH�RI�
WKH�PHWDQDUUDWLYH�RI�6FULSWXUH��DQG�DSDUW�IURP�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�HDFK�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQW�LQ�LWV�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W�DQG�
WKHQ�LQ�LWV�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�IXO¿OPHQW�RI�DOO�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�LQ�&KULVW��ZH�ZLOO�XOWLPDWHO\�PLVXQGHUVWDQG�WKH�RYHUDOO�
PHVVDJH�RI�WKH�%LEOH�
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��௑PROLEGOMENA

EHOLHYH�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�\LHOG��������,W�LV�QRW�VLPSO\�WKH�FRQFHSW�
RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��EXW�WKH�FRQFUHWH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�*RG¶V�FRYHQDQWDO�GHDOLQJV�LQ�
RXU�KLVWRU\�WKDW�SURYLGHV�WKH�FRQWH[W�ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�ZH�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�XQLW\�
RI�6FULSWXUH�DPLG�LWV�UHPDUNDEOH�YDULHW\�´� If this is the case, which we con-
tend it is, then apart from properly understanding the nature of the biblical 
covenants and how they relate to each other, one will not correctly discern 
the message of the Bible and hence God’s self-disclosure which centres and 
FXOPLQDWHV�LQ�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�

2EYLRXVO\�WKLV�LV�QRW�D�QHZ�LQVLJKW��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�5HIRUPHG�
tradition who have written at length about the importance of covenants and 
KDYH�VWUXFWXUHG� WKHLU� WKHRORJ\�DURXQG� WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�³FRYHQDQW�´� In fact, 
DOPRVW�HYHU\�YDULHW\�RI�&KULVWLDQ�WKHRORJ\�DGPLWV�WKDW�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�
HVWDEOLVK�D�FHQWUDO�IUDPHZRUN�WKDW�KROGV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�%LEOH�WRJHWKHU��)URP�
WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW�DQG�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK��&KULVWLDQV�KDYH�
wrestled with the relationships between the covenants, particularly the old 
DQG�QHZ�FRYHQDQWV��,Q�IDFW��LW�LV�DOPRVW�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�GLVFHUQ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�
HDUO\�FKXUFK¶V� VWUXJJOHV�DSDUW� IURP�FRYHQDQWDO�ZUHVWOLQJ�DQG�GHEDWHV��)RU�
H[DPSOH��WKLQN�RI�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW�WKH�-HZ�*HQWLOH�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�LQ�WKH�1HZ�
7HVWDPHQW��0DWW������±����SDU���$FWV���±����5RPDQV��±����(SK������±����
���±����� WKH� FODLP�RI� WKH� -XGDL]HUV��ZKLFK� FHQWUHV� RQ� FRYHQDQWDO� GHEDWHV�
�*DODWLDQV��±����WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKH�FDOOLQJ�RI�WKH�-HUXVDOHP�&RXQFLO��$FWV������
WKH�ZUHVWOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VWURQJ�DQG�ZHDN�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FKXUFK��5RPDQV���±�����
and the implications for the church on how to live vis-à-vis the old covenant 
QRZ�WKDW�&KULVW�KDV�FRPH��0DWWKHZ��±�������±����SDU���$FWV����5RPDQV����
+HEUHZV��±�����,Q�UHDOLW\��DOO�RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV�DUH�VLPSO\�WKH�FKXUFK�ZUHVWOLQJ�
ZLWK�FRYHQDQWDO�VKLIWV²IURP�ROG�FRYHQDQW�WR�QHZ²DQG�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�IXO¿O-
PHQW�WKDW�KDV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW�

+RZ�&KULVWLDQV�KDYH�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ELEOLFDO�
FRYHQDQWV�KDV�GLIIHUHG��7KLV� LV�RQH�RI� WKH� UHDVRQV�ZK\�ZH�KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�
WKHRORJLFDO�V\VWHPV�DQG�LV�SUREDEO\�EHVW�H[HPSOL¿HG�LQ�RXU�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
FRQWH[W�E\�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�LV�FHU-
WDLQO\�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�WKHVH�YLHZV��(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�DJUHH�RQ�WKH�PDLQ�LVVXHV�
FHQWUDO�WR�³WKH�IDLWK�WKDW�ZDV�RQFH�IRU�DOO�GHOLYHUHG�WR�WKH�VDLQWV´��-XGH�����DW�

�ௗ0LFKDHO�6��+RUWRQ��God of Promise: Introducing Covenant Theology��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU������������
�ௗ$V�ZH�ZLOO�GLVFXVV�LQ�PRUH�GHWDLO�LQ�FKDSWHU����5HIRUPHG�WKHRORJ\�RU�³FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\´�KDV�ULJKWO\�XQGHUVWRRG�
WKDW�³FRYHQDQW´�LV�FHQWUDO�WR�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH�DQG�WKXV�RI�DOO�WKHRORJL]LQJ��,Q�IDFW�+RUWRQ��God of Prom-
ise������VWDWHV�LW�WKLV�ZD\��³Reformed theology is synonymous with covenant�WKHRORJ\�´�+RZHYHU��LW�LV�QRW�RQO\�
5HIRUPHG�WKHRORJ\�WKDW�KDV�DUJXHG�WKLV�SRLQW��$OO�&KULVWLDQ�WKHRORJ\�KDV�ULJKWO\�YLHZHG�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�DV�FHQWUDO�WR�
KRZ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�XQIROG�DQG�KRZ�ZH�WKLQN�RI�ZKDW�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�KDV�DFFRPSOLVKHG�DV�RXU�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�KHDG�
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The Importance of Covenants in Biblical and Systematic Theology௑��

their heart these two systems differ on many matters which, in the end, are 
rooted in their different views on the nature of the biblical covenants and 
KRZ�WKHVH�FRYHQDQWV�UHODWH�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��7KXV��EH\RQG�RXU�EDVLF�DJUHHPHQW�
WKDW� WKH�VWRU\�RI�6FULSWXUH�PRYHV�IURP�$GDP�WR�$EUDKDP�WR�6LQDL��ZKLFK�
ultimately issues in a promise of a new covenant whose advent is tied with 
-HVXV¶�FURVV�ZRUN��/XNH����������&RU�������±�����WKHUH�LV�GLVDJUHHPHQW�RQ�
KRZ�WR�³SXW�WRJHWKHU´�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV��7KLV�GLVDJUHHPHQW�LQHYLWDEO\�
spills over to other issues, especially the question of what from the old cov-
HQDQW�DSSOLHV�WR�XV�WRGD\�DV�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�EHOLHYHUV��,W� LV�DW�WKLV�SRLQW��RQ�
VXFK�PDWWHUV�DV�WKH�6DEEDWK��WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�ODZ�WR�WKH�
state, the application of various moral prohibitions, and many more issues, 
WKDW�ZH�GLVFRYHU�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLIIHUHQFHV�DPRQJ�&KULVWLDQV��

)RU� WKLV� UHDVRQ�� FRUUHFWO\� ³SXWWLQJ� WRJHWKHU´� WKH� ELEOLFDO� FRYHQDQWV� LV�
central to the doing of biblical and systematic theology and thus to the theo-
ORJLFDO�FRQFOXVLRQV�ZH�GUDZ�IURP�6FULSWXUH�LQ�PDQ\�GRFWULQDO�DUHDV��,I�ZH�
DUH�JRLQJ�WR�PDNH�SURJUHVV�LQ�UHVROYLQJ�GLVDJUHHPHQWV�ZLWKLQ�&KULVWLDQ�WKH-
ology, especially in regard to dispensational and covenant theology, then 
how we understand the nature of the biblical covenants and their relation-
ship to each other must be faced head on and not�VLPSO\�DVVXPHG��,W�LV�RXU�
FRQYLFWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�SUHVHQW�ZD\V�RI�XQSDFNLQJ�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�DFURVV�
WKH�&DQRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�DV�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�DQG�FRYHQDQW�WKHRO-
RJ\��DQG�WKHLU�YDULHWLHV���DUH�QRW�TXLWH�ULJKW��7KDW�LV�ZK\�ZH�EHOLHYH�LW�LV�WLPH�
WR�SUHVHQW�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�UHDGLQJ�ZKLFK�VHHNV�WR�UHWKLQN�DQG�PHGLDWH�WKHVH�
two theological traditions in such a way that we learn from both of them but 
also provide an alternative—a via media��:H�DUH�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�
more accurate way to understand the relationship of the biblical covenants 
ZKLFK�PDNHV�EHWWHU�VHQVH�RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH�DQG�ZKLFK��
LQ�WKH�HQG��ZLOO�KHOS�XV�UHVROYH�VRPH�RI�RXU�WKHRORJLFDO�GLIIHUHQFHV��,I��DV�

�ௗ'LIIHUHQFHV�RI�YLHZSRLQW�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�QRW�RQO\�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�YDULRXV�&KULVWLDQ�WKHRORJ-
LFDO�V\VWHPV��LW�DOVR�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�KRZ�&KULVWLDQV�DQG�-HZV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�FHQWXU\�GLIIHUHG�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU��HVSHFLDOO\�
LQ�UHJDUG�WR�KRZ�WKH\�YLHZHG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�0RVDLF�FRYHQDQW�DQG�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW��)RU�¿UVW�
FHQWXU\�-XGDLVP��WKH�ODZ�ZDV�LPSHULVKDEOH��LPPXWDEOH��HWHUQDO��H�J���Wisd. Sol.�������Ag. Ap���������Mos��������
Jub���������������������%XW�3DXO��IRU�H[DPSOH��LQWHUSUHWV�WKH�ODZ�FRYHQDQW�GLIIHUHQWO\�WKDQ�D�-HZ��KH�UHODWLYL]HV�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�ODZ�FRYHQDQW�E\�DUJXLQJ�IURP�WKH�ODZ¶V�SODFHPHQW�LQ�WKH�SORW�OLQH�RI�WKH�3HQWDWHXFK��FI��*DO��
����±������7KH�SURPLVH�WR�$EUDKDP�WKDW�LQ�KLV�VHHG�DOO�WKH�QDWLRQV�RI�WKH�HDUWK�ZRXOG�EH�EOHVVHG�antedates Moses 
DQG�WKH�JLYLQJ�RI�WKH�ODZ�E\�FHQWXULHV��DQG�WKDW�SURPLVH�FDQQRW�EH�DQQXOOHG�E\�WKH�JLYLQJ�RI�WKH�ODZ��*DO���������
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�KRZ�PXFK�VSDFH�LV�JLYHQ�RYHU�WR�WKH�ODZ�LQ�WKH�WH[W��RU�KRZ�ODUJH�D�UROH�LW�SOD\HG�LQ�,VUDHO¶V�KLVWRU\��
:KDW��WKHQ��ZDV�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�ODZ"�8OWLPDWHO\��WKH�HQWLUH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DUJXHV��LWV�IXQFWLRQ�ZDV�WR�OHDG�XV�
WR�&KULVW��FI��5RP���������2EYLRXVO\�WKLV�&KULVWLDQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODZ�FRYHQDQW�LV�UDGLFDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�
D�-HZLVK�RQH��2Q�WKLV�SRLQW�VHH�'��$��&DUVRQ��³6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�LQ�NDBT����±�����
LGHP��³0\VWHU\�DQG�)XO¿OOPHQW��7RZDUG�D�0RUH�&RPSUHKHQVLYH�3DUDGLJP�RI�3DXO¶V�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� WKH�2OG�
DQG�WKH�1HZ�´�LQ�-XVWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�9DULHJDWHG�1RPLVP��9ROXPH��²7KH�3DUDGR[HV�RI�3DXO��HG��'��$��&DUVRQ��3��7��
2¶%ULHQ��DQG�0��$��6HLIULG��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU������������±����
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church history warns, that goal is too ambitious, minimally our aim is to 
help us become more epistemologically self-conscious in how we put our 
%LEOH�WRJHWKHU�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV��,Q�VR�GRLQJ��KRSHIXOO\�
WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�DPRQJ�&KULVWLDQV�FDQ�SUR¿WDEO\�SURJUHVV�DV�ZH�FRPSDUH�DQG�
FRQWUDVW�RXU�EDVLF�WKHRORJLFDO�FRPPLWPHQWV�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�GRFWULQDO�DUHDV�

³.LQJGRP�WKURXJK�FRYHQDQW´�LV�RXU�SURSRVDO�IRU�ZKDW�LV�FHQWUDO�WR�WKH�
narrative plot structure of the Bible, which we want to develop in detail in 
WKH�IROORZLQJ�FKDSWHUV��,I�ZH�ZHUH�WR�ODEHO�RXU�YLHZ�DQG�WR�SORW�LW�RQ�WKH�PDS�
RI�FXUUHQW�HYDQJHOLFDO�GLVFXVVLRQ��LW�ZRXOG�¿W�EURDGO\�XQGHU�WKH�XPEUHOOD�RI�
ZKDW�LV�FDOOHG�³QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�´6 or to coin a better term, “progres-
VLYH�FRYHQDQWDOLVP�´� Obviously the problem in attaching a label to any view 
LV�WKDW�ZH�GR�QRW�FRPSOHWHO\�DJUHH�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�SURSRVDOV�LQ�WKH�FDWHJRU\�

,Q�LGHQWLI\LQJ�RXU�SURSRVDO�DV�³SURJUHVVLYH�FRYHQDQWDOLVP�´�RU�D�VSHFLHV�
RI�³QHZ�FRYHQDQW� WKHRORJ\�´�ZH�DUH�VWUHVVLQJ� WZR�SRLQWV��)LUVW�� LW� LV�D�via 
media�EHWZHHQ�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�DQG�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��,W�QHLWKHU�FRPSOHWHO\�
¿WV�QRU�WRWDOO\�GLVDJUHHV�ZLWK�HLWKHU�V\VWHP��6HFRQG��LW�VWUHVVHV�WKH�unity of 
*RG¶V�SODQ�ZKLFK�LV�GLVFRYHUHG�DV�ZH�WUDFH�*RG¶V�UHGHPSWLYH�ZRUN�WKURXJK�
WKH� ELEOLFDO� FRYHQDQWV�� ,W� LV� QRW� RXU� GHVLUH� WR� IRFXV� RQ� WKH� QHZ� FRYHQDQW�
WR�WKH�H[FOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�RWKHU�FRYHQDQWV��UDWKHU�ZH�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�HDFK�
DQG�HYHU\�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQW��<HW��JLYHQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�*RG�KDV�SURJUHVVLYHO\�
revealed his eternal plan to us over time and through the covenants, in order 
to discern God’s plan correctly we must understand each biblical covenant in 
LWV�RZQ�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W�E\�ORFDWLQJ�WKDW�FRYHQDQW�LQ�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�WR�ZKDW�SUHFHGHV�LW�DQG�ZKDW�FRPHV�DIWHU�LW��:KHQ�ZH�GR�WKLV��QRW�RQO\�GR�
ZH�XQSDFN�*RG¶V�XQIROGLQJ�SODQ��EXW�ZH�GLVFRYHU�KRZ�WKDW�RQH�SODQ�FRPHV�

6ௗ7KHUH�LV�D�JUHDW�DPRXQW�RI�OLWHUDWXUH�XQGHU�WKH�XPEUHOOD�RI�³QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�´�:H�GR�QRW�HQGRUVH�DOO�RI�
LW��EXW�D�JRRG�SODFH�WR�VWDUW�LV�ZLWK�WKH�IROORZLQJ�OLWHUDWXUH��7RP�:HOOV�DQG�)UHG�=DVSHO��New Covenant Theology 
�)UHGHULFN��0'��1HZ�&RYHQDQW�0HGLD���������7KRPDV�5��6FKUHLQHU��New Testament Theology: Magnifying God in 
Christ��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU���������-DVRQ�&��0H\HU��The End of the Law: Mosaic Covenant in Pauline Theol-
ogy��1DVKYLOOH��%	+�$FDGHPLF���������-RKQ�*��5HLVLQJHU��Abraham’s Four Seeds��)UHGHULFN��0'��1HZ�&RYHQDQW�
0HGLD���������6WHYHQ�/HKUHU��HG���Journal of New Covenant Theology��$��%ODNH�:KLWH��The Newness of the New 
Covenant� �)UHGHULFN��0'��1HZ�&RYHQDQW�0HGLD���������6HH�DOVR�0LFKDHO�)��%LUG��³1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�7KHRORJ\�
5H�/RDGHG��,QWHJUDWLQJ�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�2ULJLQV�´�Tyndale Bulletin�����������������±�����(YHQ�
WKRXJK�%LUG�GRHV�QRW�DGRSW�WKH�ODEHO�³QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�´�KH�SUHVHQWV�KLV�RZQ�YLHZ�DV�³D�WKHRORJ\�RI�WKH�
1HZ�&RYHQDQW�´�+H�ULJKWO\�DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�DGYHQW�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LPSOLHV�³a continuing and yet transformed 
relationship between the new epoch of redemptive-history and the Old Covenant economy´�������HPSKDVLV�KLV���
7KH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DXWKRUV�DVVXPH�WKDW�WKH�VWRU\�RI�,VUDHO�LV�FRQWLQXHG�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��EXW�WKH\�DOVR�
stress a strong element of discontinuity due to the superiority of the new covenant to the old because of the person 
DQG�ZRUN�RI�&KULVW�
�ௗ³3URJUHVVLYH�FRYHQDQWDOLVP´�ZDV�D�WHUP�VXJJHVWHG�WR�XV�E\�5LFKDUG�/XFDV��SUHVHQWO\�D�3K'�VWXGHQW�DW�7KH�6RXWK-
HUQ�%DSWLVW�7KHRORJLFDO�6HPLQDU\��/RXLVYLOOH��.HQWXFN\��(YHQ�WKRXJK�LW�LV�D�QHZ�WHUP��LW�QLFHO\�FDSWXUHV�RXU�EDVLF�
SURSRVDO��³3URJUHVVLYH´�VHHNV�WR�XQGHUVFRUH�WKH�SURJUHVV�RU�WKH�XQIROGLQJ�RI�*RG¶V�UHYHODWLRQ�IURP�ROG�WR�QHZ��DQG�
³FRYHQDQWDOLVP´�HPSKDVLVHV�WKDW�*RG¶V�SODQ�DFURVV�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\�XQIROGV�WKURXJK�FRYHQDQWV�DV�DOO�RI�WKHVH�
FRYHQDQWV�DUH�WHUPLQDWHG��FXOPLQDWHG��DQG�IXO¿OOHG�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�WKH�SURPLVHG�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�DJH�
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WR�IXO¿OPHQW�DQG�FXOPLQDWLRQ�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�WKH�LQDXJXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRY-
HQDQW�ZLWK�DOO�RI�LWV�WKHRORJLFDO�HQWDLOPHQWV��VHH�+HE�����±������±�������FI��
(SK�����±�����)XUWKHUPRUH��JLYHQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZH�OLYH�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�DFKLHYH-
PHQW�RI�&KULVW¶V�JORULRXV�ZRUN��ZH�PXVW�DSSO\� WKH�HQWLUH�6FULSWXUH� WR�XV��
including all of the previous covenants, through the lens of the achievement 
RI�RXU�/RUG�DQG�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�UHDOLWLHV�KH�LQDXJXUDWHV��+HQFH�WKH�UHDVRQ�
IRU�WKH�ODEHO�³SURJUHVVLYH�FRYHQDQWDOLVP´�RU�³QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�´8 Yet, 
regardless of the particular label, our intent is to propose an alternative way 
of understanding the nature of the biblical covenants and their relationship 
WR� WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW� LQ�&KULVW��:H�ZDQW� WR�EHJLQ� WR�VSHOO�RXW�VRPH�RI� WKH�
implications of this view for various theological loci since one’s understand-
LQJ�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�LV�VR�IRXQGDWLRQDO�WR�KRZ�RQH�³SXWV�WRJHWKHU´�WKH�HQWLUH�
%LEOH��,Q�WKH�HQG��KRZ�RQH�DSSURDFKHV�WKH�YHU\�GRLQJ�RI�ELEOLFDO�DQG�V\VWHP-
atic theology is greatly affected by one’s comprehension of how the biblical 
FRYHQDQWV�XQIROG�DQG�UHODWH�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�*RG¶V�RQH�SODQ�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�

Our procedure is to begin this study by establishing the importance of 
ELEOLFDO� FRYHQDQWV� IRU� ELEOLFDO� DQG� V\VWHPDWLF� WKHRORJ\��7KHUH� DUH� QXPHU-
ous ways this point could be demonstrated but we will do so by setting our 
GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�WZR�GRPLQDQW�WKHRORJLFDO�
V\VWHPV�ZLWKLQ�HYDQJHOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�FRYHQDQW�WKH-
ology (along with their varieties) largely frame how evangelicals put their 
%LEOHV�WRJHWKHU��(DFK�YLHZ�DWWHPSWV�WR�VHUYH�DV�DQ�LQWHUSUHWLYH�JULG�IRU�KRZ�
WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�PHWDQDUUDWLYH�RI�6FULSWXUH��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��ERWK�V\VWHPV�IXQF-
WLRQ�DV�H[DPSOHV�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJLHV��L�H���³ZKROH�%LEOH�WKHRORJLHV�´�ZKLFK�
WKHQ�OHDG�WR�YDULRXV�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJLFDO�FRQFOXVLRQV��<HW��LW�LV�ZHOO�NQRZQ�
that each system draws vastly different conclusions—not so much on pri-
PDU\�JRVSHO�LVVXHV²EXW�RQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�WKHRORJLFDO�PDWWHUV�ZKLFK�OHDG�WR�GLI-
IHUHQFHV�DPRQJ�XV��6SHFL¿FDOO\�ZH�QRWLFH�WKHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�GRFWULQDO�
areas of ecclesiology and eschatology, but it is not limited to these matters, 
DV�ZH�ZLOO�VHHN�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH��7KXV�LW�LV�KHOSIXO�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
of biblical covenants by doing so through the lens of these two theologi-
cal systems and discerning where they differ from each other especially in 
WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKHVH�FRYHQDQWV��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��RXU�SURSRVDO�LV�YLHZHG�
DJDLQVW�WKH�EDFNGURS�RI�FXUUHQW�YLHZV�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�

8ௗ7KLV�YLHZ�PD\�DOVR�EH�WKRXJKW�RI�DV�D�³%DSWLVW�WKHRORJ\´�VLQFH�ZH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LW�EHVW�SURYLGHV�WKH�JURXQGLQJ�
WR�D�%DSWLVW�HFFOHVLRORJ\�RYHU�DJDLQVW�RWKHU�HFFOHVLRORJLHV��+RZHYHU��VLQFH�RXU�YLHZ�KDV�PRUH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�WKDQ�
merely that of ecclesiology and since Baptists differ in matters of God’s sovereignty, soteriology, and eschatology, 
³SURJUHVVLYH�FRYHQDQWDOLVP´�LV�SUREDEO\�D�PRUH�DSSURSULDWH�ODEHO�
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%HIRUH�ZH�WXUQ�WR�WKDW�WDVN��LQ�FKDSWHU���ZH�ZLOO�¿UVW�JLYH�D�EULHI�GLVFXV-
sion on how we conceive of the nature of biblical theology and its relation 
WR�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\��6LQFH�ZH�DUH�YLHZLQJ�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�DQG�FRYHQDQW�
WKHRORJ\�DV�H[DPSOHV�RI�ELEOLFDO�and systematic theologies it is important to 
describe our use of these terms, given that there is no unanimous agreement 
UHJDUGLQJ�WKHLU�XVH�

&KDSWHU���ZLOO�GHVFULEH�WKH�EDVLF�YLHZV�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�DQG�FRYHQDQW�
WKHRORJ\�� QRWLQJ� YDULDWLRQV� DQG� GHEDWHV� ZLWKLQ� HDFK� YLHZ��$V� RQH� ZRXOG�
H[SHFW�� HDFK�YLHZ� LV�QRW�PRQROLWKLF��KRZHYHU�� LQ�RXU�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI� WKHVH�
biblical-systematic theologies particular attention will be focused on their 
respective understanding of the biblical covenants and how it is that each 
YLHZ�GLIIHUV��JLYHQ� WKHLU�VSHFL¿F�ZD\�RI� UHODWLQJ� WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV� WR�
HDFK�RWKHU�

%XLOGLQJ�RQ�WKLV�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�WZR�WKHRORJLFDO�V\VWHPV��FKDSWHU���
ZLOO�FRQFOXGH�WKH�LQWURGXFWRU\�VHFWLRQ�LQ�WZR�ZD\V��)LUVW��ZH�ZLOO�GHVFULEH�
some basic hermeneutical assumptions we will employ in our reading of 
6FULSWXUH�DQG�WKXV�GHVFULEH�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�RXU�WKHRORJLFDO�PHWKRG�LQ�GRLQJ�
ELEOLFDO� DQG� V\VWHPDWLF� WKHRORJ\��6HFRQG��ZH�ZLOO� WKHQ� UHVXPH�RXU�GLV-
cussion of dispensational and covenant theology by outlining some of 
the hermeneutical similarities and differences between them which need 
resolution in order to adjudicate these two systems and thus argue for a 
via media�

&KDSWHUV��±���ZLOO�VHUYH�DV�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�ERRN��+HUH�RXU�SURSRVDO�RI�
³NLQJGRP�WKURXJK�FRYHQDQW´�LV�XQSDFNHG�LQ�GHWDLO�DV�HDFK�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQW�
LV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�LWV�RZQ�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W�DQG�WKHQ�LQ�LWV�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�WR�WKH�GDZQLQJ�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LQ�WKH�SHUVRQ�DQG�ZRUN�RI�RXU�/RUG�
-HVXV�&KULVW��)LQDOO\��FKDSWHUV���±���ZLOO� FRQFOXGH� WKH�ERRN�E\� W\LQJ� WKH�
ORRVH�HQGV�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�VXPPDU\�RI�WKH�SURSRVDO�DQG�WKHQ�EULHÀ\�VKRZLQJ�
VRPH�RI�WKH�WKHRORJLFDO�UDPL¿FDWLRQV�RI�LW�ZKLFK�KLJKOLJKW�KRZ�RXU�XQGHU-
VWDQGLQJ�RI�³NLQJGRP�WKURXJK�FRYHQDQW´�DIIHFWV�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�GUDZQ�IURP�
V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�IRU�WKH�YDULRXV�GRFWULQDO�ORFL��VSHFL¿FDOO\��EXW�QRW�OLP-
LWHG�WR��&KULVWRORJ\��VRWHULRORJ\��HFFOHVLRORJ\��DQG�HVFKDWRORJ\�

Let us now turn to a brief discussion of our understanding of the nature 
RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DQG�LWV�UHODWLRQ�WR�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\��7KLV�ZLOO�DOORZ�
XV�WR�GHVFULEH�KRZ�ZH�DUH�XVLQJ�WKHVH�WHUPV�DQG�WR�H[SODLQ�ZK\�ZH�YLHZ�GLV-
SHQVDWLRQDO�DQG�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�DV�H[DPSOHV�RI�ERWK�ELEOLFDO�DQG�V\VWHP-
DWLF�WKHRORJ\��HYHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�GLVDJUHH�ZLWK�YDULRXV�DVSHFWV�RI�HDFK�YLHZ�
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THE NATURE OF BIBLICAL THEOLOGY
We believe this attempt to understand the biblical covenants across redemp-
WLYH�KLVWRU\�DQG�WR�XQSDFN�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU�DQG�WR�WKHLU�XOWL-
PDWH�IXO¿OPHQW�LQ�&KULVW�LV�DQ�H[HUFLVH�LQ�³ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�´�,W�LV�DOVR�WKH�
¿UVW�VWHS�LQ�GUDZLQJ�OHJLWLPDWH�WKHRORJLFDO�FRQFOXVLRQV�IURP�6FULSWXUH�DQG�
WKXV�DSSO\LQJ�WKH�³ZKROH�FRXQVHO�RI�*RG´�WR�RXU�OLYHV��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�WDVN�RI�
³V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�´�%XW�JLYHQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�SHRSOH�PHDQ�GLIIHUHQW�WKLQJV�
E\�³ELEOLFDO´� DQG�³V\VWHPDWLF´� WKHRORJ\�� OHW� XV� H[SODLQ�KRZ�ZH�DUH�XVLQJ�
WKHVH�WHUPV�DQG�KRZ�ZH�FRQFHLYH�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKHP�

$W�WKH�SRSXODU�OHYHO��IRU�PRVW�&KULVWLDQV��ZKHQ�WKH�WHUP�³ELEOLFDO�WKHRO-
RJ\´�LV�XVHG�LW�LV�SUREDEO\�KHDUG�DV�H[SUHVVLQJ�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�EH�³ELEOLFDO´�RU�
³WUXH�WR�WKH�%LEOH´�LQ�RXU�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�WKHRORJ\��2EYLRXVO\��WR�EH�³ELEOLFDO´�
LQ�WKLV�VHQVH�LV�ZKDW�DOO�&KULVWLDQV�RXJKW�WR�GHVLUH�DQG�VWULYH�IRU��EXW�WKLV�LV�
not�H[DFWO\�KRZ�ZH�DUH�XVLQJ�WKH�WHUP��,Q�IDFW��LQ�FKXUFK�KLVWRU\��³ELEOLFDO�
WKHRORJ\´�KDV�EHHQ�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�ZD\V�9

*HQHUDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��EHIRUH�WKH�ODVW�WZR�RU�WKUHH�FHQWXULHV��ELEOLFDO�WKH-
RORJ\�ZDV�RIWHQ�LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\��HYHQ�WKRXJK�PDQ\�LQ�
FKXUFK�KLVWRU\�SUDFWLVHG�ZKDW�ZH�FXUUHQWO\�FDOO�³ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�´�WKDW�LV��
DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�XQSDFN�WKH�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRULFDO�XQIROGLQJ�RI�6FULSWXUH��� One 
FDQ�WKLQN�RI�PDQ\�H[DPSOHV��VXFK�DV�,UHQDHXV��F�����±F��������-RKQ�&DOYLQ�
�����±�������DQG�-RKDQQHV�&RFFHLXV������±�������,Q�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�VHQVH��
biblical theology is not entirely new, since the church has always wrestled 
ZLWK�KRZ�WR�SXW�WKH�ZKROH�&DQRQ�WRJHWKHU��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�FRP-
LQJ�RI�&KULVW��$Q\�SRVLWLRQ��WKHQ��WKDW�VHHNV�WR�WKLQN�WKURXJK�WKH�FDQRQ�RI�
6FULSWXUH� LV�GRLQJ�³ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\´� LQ� VRPH� VHQVH��*UDQWLQJ� WKLV�SRLQW��
it is still accurate to note that, in the past, there was a tendency to treat 
WKH�6FULSWXUH�LQ�PRUH�ORJLFDO�DQG�DWHPSRUDO�FDWHJRULHV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WR�WKLQN�
carefully through the Bible’s developing story line as it was forged across 
WLPH��(YHQ�LQ�WKH�SRVW�5HIRUPDWLRQ�HUD�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�UHQHZHG�HPSKDVLV�
RQ�GRLQJ�D�³ZKROH�%LEOH�WKHRORJ\�´�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�ZDV�PRVWO\�LGHQWL¿HG�

9ௗ)RU�D�KHOSIXO�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��VHH�&��+��+��6FRELH��³+LVWRU\�RI�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�
in NDBT����±����6HH�DOVR�6FKUHLQHU��New Testament Theology�����±�����5REHUW�:��<DUEURXJK��The Salvation 
Historical Fallacy? Reassessing the History of NT Theology��/HLGHQ��1HWKHUODQGV��'HR���������+��*��5HYHQWORZ��
³7KHRORJ\��%LEOLFDO���+LVWRU\�RI�´�LQ�Anchor Bible Dictionary��HG��'DYLG�1RHO�)UHHGPDQ����YROV���*DUGHQ�&LW\��
1<��'RXEOHGD\��������������±�����*��(��/DGG��³%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\��+LVWRU\�RI�´�DQG�³%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\��1DWXUH�
RI�´�LQ�The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia��UHY��HG���HG��*HRIIUH\�:��%URPLOH\����YROV���*UDQG�5DSLGV��
0,��(HUGPDQV��������������±����
��ௗ)RU� D� ¿QH� H[DPSOH� RI� WKLV� DSSURDFK� WR� ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\� VHH�*UDHPH�*ROGVZRUWK\��According to Plan: The 
Unfolding Revelation of God in the Bible��'RZQHUV�*URYH��,/��,QWHU9DUVLW\�3UHVV��������
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ZLWK�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\��DQG�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�ZDV�LGHQWL¿HG�PRUH�ZLWK�
³GRJPDWLF´�FRQFHUQV���

With the rise of the Enlightenment, biblical theology begins to emerge 
DV�D�GLVWLQFW�GLVFLSOLQH��6RPH�KDYH�DUJXHG��DQG�ULJKWO\�VR��WKDW�WKLV�LV�WLHG�WR�
WKH�(QOLJKWHQPHQW¶V�³KLVWRULFDO�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�´�� However, one must care-
fully distinguish the emergence of biblical theology in the Enlightenment 
era along two different paths, one path serving as an illustration of an ille-
gitimate approach to biblical theology tied to the Enlightenment’s Zeitgeist 
DQG�WKH�RWKHU�SDWK�D�OHJLWLPDWH�RQH�VHHNLQJ�WR�GHYHORS�SUHYLRXV�LQVLJKWV�LQ�
church history but now in a more precise, detailed, and historically con-
VFLRXV�PDQQHU��GHSHQGHQW�XSRQ� WKH�%LEOH¶V�RZQ� LQWHUQDO�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��/HW�
XV�¿UVW�WKLQN�EULHÀ\�DERXW�WKH�LOOHJLWLPDWH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�
associated with the Enlightenment and classic liberal theology before we 
GLVFXVV�ZKDW�ZH�EHOLHYH�LV�WKH�OHJLWLPDWH�YLHZ�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�

During the period of the Enlightenment there was a growing tendency 
WR�DSSURDFK�6FULSWXUH�critically�DQG�WKXV�XQFRXSOHG�IURP�KLVWRULF�&KULVWLDQ�
WKHRORJ\����7KLV� UHVXOWHG� LQ� DSSURDFKLQJ� WKH�%LEOH� ³DV� DQ\� RWKHU� ERRN�´�� 
rooted in history but, unfortunately, also open to historical-critical meth-
RGV��7KLV�PHDQW�WKDW�WKH�%LEOH�ZDV�QRW�DSSURDFKHG�RQ�LWV�RZQ�WHUPV��L�H���DV�
*RG¶V�:RUG�ZULWWHQ��,QVWHDG��WKH�LGHD�WKDW�6FULSWXUH�LV�*RG�EUHDWKHG�WKURXJK�
KXPDQ�DXWKRUV²D�WH[W�ZKLFK�DXWKRULWDWLYHO\�DQG�DFFXUDWHO\�XQIROGV�*RG¶V�
UHGHPSWLYH�SODQ�FHQWUHG�LQ�&KULVW²ZDV�UHMHFWHG�DV�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�RI�ELE-
OLFDO�WKHRORJ\�

7KH�SHUVRQ�¿UVW�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKLV�SDWK�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�LV�-RKDQQ�
3KLOLSS�*DEOHU��RIWHQ�YLHZHG�DV�WKH�IDWKHU�RI�³ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�´�,Q�KLV�LQDX-
JXUDO�OHFWXUH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$OWGRUI�RQ�0DUFK���������²³$Q�2UDWLRQ�
RQ�WKH�3URSHU�'LVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�%LEOLFDO�DQG�'RJPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�DQG�WKH�
6SHFL¿F�2EMHFWLYHV�RI�(DFK´²KH�GH¿QHG�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DV�DQ�LQGXFWLYH��
historical, and descriptive discipline, in contrast to systematic theology, 
ZKLFK� KH� YLHZHG� DV� D� GHGXFWLYH�� DKLVWRULFDO�� DQG� QRUPDWLYH� GLVFLSOLQH�� ,W�

��ௗ6HH�'��$��&DUVRQ��³6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´���±�����ZKR�PDNHV�WKLV�SRLQW��&DUVRQ�QRWHV�
WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�RFFXUUHQFH�RI�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�³ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\´�LV�LQ������E\�:��-��&KULVWPDQQ��ZKR�XVHG�LW�WR�UHIHU�
WR�D�FRPSLODWLRQ�RI�SURRI�WH[WV�VXSSRUWLQJ�3URWHVWDQW�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\������
��ௗ6HH�&DUVRQ��³6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´���±���
��ௗ)RU� D� EULHI� GHVFULSWLRQ� RI� WKH� (QOLJKWHQPHQW� HUD� VHH�:��$QGUHZ�+RIIHFNHU�� HG���Revolutions in Worldview: 
Understanding the Flow of Western Thought� �3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5������������±�����FI��6WDQOH\� -��*UHQ]��A 
Primer on Postmodernism��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��(HUGPDQV���������FI��'��$��&DUVRQ��The Gagging of God: Christi-
anity Confronts Pluralism��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��=RQGHUYDQ�����������±����
��ௗ7KLV�LV�%HQMDPLQ�-RZHWW¶V�H[SUHVVLRQ��)RU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�(QOLJKWHQPHQW¶V�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�%LEOH�VHH�.HYLQ�
-��9DQKRR]HU��Is There a Meaning in This Text? The Bible, the Reader, and the Morality of Literary Knowledge 
�*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��=RQGHUYDQ���������FI��LGHP��³([HJHVLV�DQG�+HUPHQHXWLFV�´�LQ�NDBT����±���
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LV� FUXFLDO� WR�QRWH� WKDW�*DEOHU�XVHG� WKH� WHUP�³KLVWRULFDO´� LQ� D�PRUH�KLVWRU-
ical-critical� VHQVH��+H�GLG�not use the term in the sense that we ought to 
UHDG�6FULSWXUH�DV�*RG¶V�DXWKRULWDWLYH�� WUXVWZRUWK\�:RUG��URRWHG�LQ�KLVWRU\��
DQG� DORQJ� LWV� UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRULFDO� D[LV�� ,Q� LWV�critical use, he meant that 
ZH�RXJKW�WR�UHDG�6FULSWXUH�LQ�OLJKW�RI�(QOLJKWHQPHQW�UDWLRQDOLVW�SUHVXSSRVL-
WLRQV��ZKLFK�PLQLPDOO\�DVVXPHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SRLQWV������LQ�GRLQJ�ELEOLFDO�
theology we do not�QHHG�WR�DVVXPH�WKH�6FULSWXUH¶V�LQVSLUDWLRQ������ELEOLFDO�
WKHRORJ\�LQYROYHV�WKH�ZRUN�RI�FDUHIXOO\�FROOHFWLQJ�WKH�LGHDV�DQG�FRQFHSWV�RI�
LQGLYLGXDO�ELEOLFDO�ZULWHUV��DQG�WKLV�WDVN�LV�DFFRPSOLVKHG�E\�PHDQV�RI�KLV-
torical, literary, and philosophical criticism (tied to a rationalist epistemol-
RJ\��� DQG� ����DV� D�KLVWRULFDO� GLVFLSOLQH�� ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\�PXVW� GLVWLQJXLVK�
between the several periods of the old and new religion, which, for Gabler, 
LV�EDVLFDOO\�IROORZLQJ�WKH�³KLVWRU\�RI�UHOLJLRQV´�DSSURDFK�WR�6FULSWXUH��WKXV�
DVVXPLQJ�IURP�WKH�RXWVHW�WKDW�6FULSWXUH�LV�QRW�DXWKRULWDWLYHO\�DQG�DFFXUDWHO\�
JLYHQ�LQ�LWV�WRWDOLW\��,Q�*DEOHU¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��WKHQ��KLV�
RYHUDOO�JRDO�ZDV�WR�XQFRXSOH�WKH�VWXG\�RI�6FULSWXUH�IURP�GRJPDWLF�RU�GRFWUL-
QDO�DLPV�DQG�WR�VWXG\�6FULSWXUH�KLVWRULFDOO\�critically to determine what was 
OHJLWLPDWHO\�WUXH�DQG�ZKDW�ZDV�QRW��,Q�VR�GRLQJ��KH�RSHQHG�WKH�GRRU�WR�WKH�
GULIW�WRZDUG�WKH�GHQLDO�RI�D�KLJK�YLHZ�RI�6FULSWXUH�DQG�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�DWRP-
LVWLF�UHDGLQJ�RI�6FULSWXUH��JLYHQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�EHOLHYH�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�
D�XQL¿HG��*RG�JLYHQ�UHYHODWLRQ���

As this path of biblical theology developed in the late eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries, practitioners increasingly made use of the histori-
cal-critical method, which for the most part, assumed a methodological natu-
UDOLVP��� Over time the end result of such an approach was the fragmentation 

��ௗ)RU�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�WUHDWPHQW�RI�*DEOHU¶V�VLJQL¿FDQFH��DORQJ�ZLWK�KLV�DSSURDFK�WR�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��VHH�&DUVRQ��
³6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´���±����9DQKRR]HU��³([HJHVLV�DQG�+HUPHQHXWLFV�´�����-��9��)HVNR��
³2Q�WKH�$QWLTXLW\�RI�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�LQ�Resurrection and Eschatology: Theology in Service of the Church, 
HG��/��*��7LSWRQ�DQG�-��&��:DGGLQJWRQ��3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5������������±�����)HVNR�����±�����QLFHO\�VXP-
PDULVHV�*DEOHU¶V�DSSURDFK�WR�6FULSWXUH�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VWHSV������+H�YLHZHG�6FULSWXUH�DV�³LQVSLUHG´�EXW�ZH�PXVW�
VWLOO�GHFLGH�ZKDW�LV�WUXO\�GLYLQH�YHUVXV�ZKDW�LV�QRW��$OO�RI�6FULSWXUH��WKHQ��LV�QRW�*RG�JLYHQ������+RZ�GR�ZH�GHFLGH�
ZKDW�LV�*RG�JLYHQ"�:H�DVN�ZKHWKHU�WKH�SRUWLRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH�ZH�DUH�UHDGLQJ�LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�³HWHUQDO�XQLYHUVDO�
UHOLJLRQ´�RU�ZKHWKHU� LW�PHUHO\� UHÀHFWV� WKH�RSLQLRQ�� WLPH�� DQG�FXOWXUH�RI� WKH�ELEOLFDO� DXWKRU�� DQG� ����+H�GHQLHG�
WKDW�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�D�XQL¿HG��RUJDQLF��KLVWRULFDOO\�XQIROGLQJ�GLYLQH�UHYHODWLRQ�ZKLFK�LQ�LWV�WRWDOLW\�JLYHV�XV�*RG¶V�
DXWKRULWDWLYH�UHYHODWLRQ��)RU�D�FRQWUDU\�\HW�QRW�FRQYLQFLQJ�YLHZ�RI�*DEOHU�VHH�0LFKDHO�)��%LUG��³%LEOLFDO�7KHRO-
RJ\��$Q�(QGDQJHUHG�6SHFLHV�LQ�1HHG�RI�'HIHQVH�´�KWWS���HXDQJHOL]RPDL�EORJVSRW�FRP���������ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�
HQGDQJHUHG�VSHFLHV�LQ�KWPO�
��ௗ³0HWKRGRORJLFDO�QDWXUDOLVP´�LV�WKH�YLHZ�WKDW�DSSURDFKHV�RXU�VWXG\�RI�KLVWRU\��LQFOXGLQJ�RXU�VWXG\�RI�WKH�%LEOH��
and science without considering God’s involvement in the world and divine action as represented by divine revela-
WLRQ�DQG�PLUDFOHV��0HWKRGRORJLFDO�QDWXUDOLVP�GRHV�not necessarily require a commitment to atheism, even though 
LW�LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�LW��'HLVP�DQG�SDQHQWKHLVP��ERWK�(QOLJKWHQPHQW�YLHZV��DOVR�DVVXPH�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�QDWXUDO-
LVP��JLYHQ�WKHLU�GHQLDO�RI�GLYLQH�DFWLRQ�LQ�DQ�HIIHFWXDO��VXSHUQDWXUDO�VHQVH��)RU�D�KHOSIXO�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�FULWLTXH�RI�
PHWKRGRORJLFDO�QDWXUDOLVP�VHH�$OYLQ�3ODQWLQJD��³0HWKRGRORJLFDO�1DWXUDOLVP"´�Origins and Design�������DFFHVVHG�
DW� KWWS���ZZZ�DUQ�RUJ�GRFV�RGHVLJQ�RG����PHWKQDW����KWP�� DQG� ³0HWKRGRORJLFDO� 1DWXUDOLVP"� 3DUW� �´�Origins 
and Design������DFFHVVHG�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�DUQ�RUJ�GRFV�RGHVLJQ�RG����PHWKQDW����KWP�
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RI�6FULSWXUH��DQG�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DV�D�GLVFLSOLQH�EHFDPH�QRWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�
PHUHO\�D�³GHVFULSWLYH´�GLVFLSOLQH��JRYHUQHG�E\�critical methodologies and 
DOLHQ�ZRUOGYLHZ�DVVXPSWLRQV��$V�D� UHVXOW�� WKLV� DSSURDFK� WR�ELEOLFDO� WKHRO-
RJ\�HPSKDVLVHG�PRUH�³GLYHUVLW\´�WKDQ�³XQLW\´�LQ�6FULSWXUH��DQG�XOWLPDWHO\��
DV�D�GLVFLSOLQH�ZKLFK�VRXJKW�WR�XQSDFN�WKH�XQL¿HG�SODQ�RI�*RG��LW�FDPH�WR�
DQ�HQG��� In the twentieth century, there were some attempts to overcome 
WKH�(QOLJKWHQPHQW�VWUDLJKWMDFNHW�RQ�6FULSWXUH��,Q�WKHRORJ\��WKH�ZRUN�RI�.DUO�
%DUWK�LV�QRWDEOH��+H�LV�RIWHQ�VHHQ�DV�WKH�IRUHUXQQHU�RI�QDUUDWLYH�WKHRORJ\�DQG�
WKH�SRVW�OLEHUDO�VFKRRO��D�VFKRRO�ZKLFK�EURDGO\�DWWHPSWV�WR�UHDG�6FULSWXUH�DV�
D�XQL¿HG�FDQRQ��EXW�ZKLFK��ZKHQ�DOO�LV�VDLG�DQG�GRQH��GRHV�QRW�RSHUDWH�ZLWK�D�
WUDGLWLRQDO�YLHZ�RI�WKH�DXWKRULW\�DQG�DFFXUDF\�RI�6FULSWXUH��,Q�ELEOLFDO�VWXGLHV�
WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�³%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�0RYHPHQW�´�� Its goal was to over-
come the more negative results of the historical-critical method and allow 
WKH�ELEOLFDO�WH[W�WR�FRPH�DOLYH�IRU�WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�FKXUFK�DOWKRXJK��VDGO\��
LW�GLG�QRW�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQV�RI�KLVWRULF��RUWKRGR[�&KULVWLDQLW\��,Q�2OG�
7HVWDPHQW� WKHRORJ\�� IRU� H[DPSOH��:DOWKHU�(LFKURGW��ZKR�ZDV� SDUW� RI� WKLV�
PRYHPHQW��ZURWH�DQ�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�FHQWUHG�RQ�WKH�QRWLRQ�
RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��2WKHUV�LQ�WKH�PRYHPHQW�ZURWH�D�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�FHQWUHG�
RQ�GLIIHUHQW�FRUSRUD�RU�WKHPHV��+RZHYHU�QRQH�RI�WKHVH�ZURWH�RU�DWWHPSWHG�
WR�ZULWH�D�³ZKROH�%LEOH�WKHRORJ\´�EHFDXVH��JLYHQ�WKHLU�YLHZ�RI�6FULSWXUH�DQG�
WKHRORJLFDO�FRPPLWPHQWV��YHU\�IHZ�RI�WKHP�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�XQL¿HG�
PHVVDJH�LQ�WKH�ZKROH�&DQRQ����$V�D�UHVXOW��MXVW�DV�*HHUKDUGXV�9RV��WKH�HYDQ-
gelical pioneer of a legitimate approach to biblical theology, had warned at 
WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� WKH� WZHQWLHWK� FHQWXU\�� WKH�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�0RYHPHQW�
IDLOHG��9RV�KDG�ZDUQHG�WKDW�RQH�FDQQRW� WUXO\�GR�D�ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\�LQ� WKH�

��ௗ6HH�+DQV�)UHL��The Eclipse of Biblical Narrative: A Study in Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Hermeneutics 
�1HZ�+DYHQ��&7��<DOH�8QLYHUVLW\� 3UHVV�� ������� ,Q� WKH� QLQHWHHQWK� FHQWXU\�� ³ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\´�ZDV� HYHQWXDOO\�
LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�³FODVVLF�OLEHUDOLVP´�DV�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�YDULRXV�VFKRROV�RI�WKRXJKW�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�VXFK�SHRSOH�DV�)��
&��%DXU��-��:HOOKDXVHQ��WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�UHOLJLRQV�VFKRRO��DQG�VR�RQ��2Q�WKHVH�SHRSOH�DQG�PRYHPHQWV�VHH�6WDQOH\�-��
*UHQ]�DQG�5RJHU�2OVRQ����WK�&HQWXU\�7KHRORJ\��*RG�DQG�WKH�:RUOG�LQ�D�7UDQVLWLRQDO�$JH��'RZQHUV�*URYH��,/��
,QWHU9DUVLW\�3UHVV��������
��ௗ)RU�D�VXUYH\�RI� WKLV�PRYHPHQW�VHH�*HUKDUG�)��+DVHO��³7KH�1DWXUH�RI�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\��5HFHQW�7UHQGV�DQG�
,VVXHV�´�Andrews University Seminary Studies� ����� �������� ���±����� DQG� -DPHV�%DUU�� ³%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´� LQ�
Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible: Supplementary Volume��HG��.��&ULP��1DVKYLOOH��$ELQJGRQ������������±����
��ௗ)RU�WKLV�DVVHVVPHQW�VHH�&DUVRQ��³6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�����&DUVRQ�ZULWHV��³:LWK�PRUH�
DQG�PRUH�HPSKDVLV�RQ�FORVH�VWXG\�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�WH[WV��DQG�ZLWK�OHVV�DQG�OHVV�HPSKDVLV�RQ�VHULRXV�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�WKHVH�¿QGLQJV�WR�KLVWRULF�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK��WKH�WHQGHQF\�ZDV�WRZDUG�DWRPL]DWLRQ��������WKH�WHQGHQF\�
ZDV�DZD\�IURP�ZKROH�%LEOH�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��DQG�WRZDUG�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WKHRORJ\�DQG�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�WKHRORJ\��
%\�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��WKHVH�ZRUNV�PRVW�FRPPRQO\�GLYLGHG�XS�WKHLU�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�LQWR�VPDOOHU�FRUSRUD��3DXOLQH�
WKHRORJ\��0DWWKHDQ�WKHRORJ\��4�WKHRORJ\��WKHRORJ\�RI�WKH�PDMRU�SURSKHWV��etc���RU�LQWR�RUJDQL]LQJ�VWUXFWXUHV��WKH�
FRYHQDQW�IRU�:��(LFKURGW��D�VSHFLDOL]HG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�KLVWRU\�IRU�*��YRQ�5DG��D�IRUP�RI�H[LVWHQWLDOLVP�
IRU�5��%XOWPDQQ��etc���´�%XW�ZKDW�WKH\�GLG�QRW�SURGXFH�ZHUH�ZKROH�%LEOH�WKHRORJLHV�ZKLFK�VRXJKW�WR�XQSDFN�WKH�
XQLW\�RI�*RG¶V�SODQ�DPLGVW�LWV�GLYHUVLW\��
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JUDQG�VFDOH� LI�RQH�GHQLHV� WKH�IXOO�DXWKRULW\�RI�6FULSWXUH�DQG�GLVPLVVHV� WKH�
KLVWRULF�&KULVWLDQ�WKHRORJ\�WKDW�JURXQGV�WKLV�YLHZ���

7RGD\� LQ�QRQ�HYDQJHOLFDO� WKHRORJ\� WKHUH� DUH� D�YDULHW\�RI�RSWLRQV� WKDW�
DWWHPSW�WR�UHDG�6FULSWXUH�DV�D�XQL¿HG�ZKROH��EXW�PRVW�RI�WKHP�DUH�ZHDN�RQ�
6FULSWXUH�DQG�GR�QRW�RSHUDWH�XQGHU�FRQVLVWHQW�&KULVWLDQ�DVVXPSWLRQV����7KLV�
LV�ZK\�IRU�PRVW�QRQ�HYDQJHOLFDOV�³ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\´�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�GRLQJ�D�
³ZKROH�%LEOH´�WKHRORJ\�LV�YLHZHG�DV�LPSRVVLEOH��*LYHQ�WKHLU�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
XQLW\�RI�6FULSWXUH�DV�D�GLYLQH�UHYHODWLRQ�DQG�WKH�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�QDWXUDOLVWLF�
assumptions of the historical-critical method which questions the integrity 
RI�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�RI�ELEOLFDO�KLVWRU\��6FULSWXUH�LV�YLHZHG��PRUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�QRW��
simply as an anthology of religious writings put together by the religious 
FRPPXQLWLHV�RI�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�

In our opinion, this is not the proper way to view, let alone to do biblical 
WKHRORJ\��$OUHDG\�WKLV�DSSURDFK�WR�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�VWDQGV�LQ�DQWLWKHVLV�WR�
KLVWRULF�&KULVWLDQ�WKHRORJLFDO�FRQYLFWLRQV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�WKHRORJ\�
SURSHU�DQG�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�6FULSWXUH��,Q�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��DQG�SDUWLFX-
ODUO\�LQ�WKH�SRVW�5HIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�SRVW�(QOLJKWHQPHQW�HUD��WKHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�
SDWK�WDNHQ�ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�D�OHJLWLPDWH�ZD\�WR�YLHZ�DQG�GR�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��
7KLV�SDWK�DOVR�HPSKDVLVHG�D� UHQHZHG�DWWHPSW� WR� URRW� WKH�%LEOH� LQ�KLVWRU\�
E\�VWUHVVLQJ� WKH�³OLWHUDO�VHQVH´��sensus literalis) tied to the intention(s) of 
WKH�GLYLQH� DQG�KXPDQ�DXWKRU�V��� DQG�E\� VHHNLQJ� WR�GLVFHUQ�KRZ�*RG�KDG�
disclosed himself through the biblical authors across redemptive-history, 
JURXQGHG�LQ�D�ODUJHU�&KULVWLDQ�WKHRORJ\�DQG�ZRUOGYLHZ��0HQWLRQ�KDV�DOUHDG\�
EHHQ�PDGH�RI�-RKDQQHV�&RFFHLXV��ZKR�VRXJKW�WR�UHDG�6FULSWXUH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�
WKH�IRFXV�RQ�³FRYHQDQW´�WKURXJKRXW�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\��DQG�ZKR�RSHUDWHG�

��ௗ)RU�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKHVH�PRYHPHQWV�VHH�WKH�DUWLFOHV�E\�6FRELH��³+LVWRU\�RI�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�
��±����9DQKRR]HU��³([HJHVLV�DQG�+HUPHQHXWLFV�´���±����&DUVRQ��³6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�
in NDBT����±�����DOVR�VHH�'DYLG�/��%DNHU��Two Testaments, One Bible: The Theological Relationship between the 
Old and New Testaments���UG�HG.��'RZQHUV�*URYH��,/��,QWHU9DUVLW\�3UHVV�����������±�����2Q�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQ�RI�
*HHUKDUGXV�9RV��VHH�)HVNR��³2Q�WKH�$QWLTXLW\�RI�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´����±����
��ௗ2QH�FDQ�WKLQN�RI�WKH�UHFHQW�PRYHPHQW�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�³7KHRORJLFDO�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH´��7,6���7KLV�PRYH-
PHQW�LV�IDLUO\�GLYHUVH�DQG�HQFRPSDVVHV�HYDQJHOLFDOV�DQG�QRQ�HYDQJHOLFDOV�DOLNH��)RU�WKH�QRQ�HYDQJHOLFDOV��JHQHU-
DOO\�VSHDNLQJ��WKHLU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKH�XQLW\�RI�6FULSWXUH�LV�QRW�WLHG�WR�6FULSWXUH¶V�RZQ�VHOI�DWWHVWDWLRQ�DV�*RG¶V�
:RUG�ZULWWHQ�EXW�WR�GHFLVLRQV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�WR�FKRRVH�WKHVH�WH[WV�DV�6FULSWXUH��,Q�WKLV�UHJDUG��RQH�WKLQNV�RI�WKH�
FDQRQLFDO�DSSURDFK�RI�%UHYDUG�&KLOGV��ZKR�FKRRVHV�WR�UHDG�WH[WV�LQ�WKHLU�¿QDO�IRUP�DQG�FDQRQLFDO�VKDSH��+RZHYHU��
as Paul Noble, The Canonical Approach: A Critical Reconstruction of the Hermeneutics of Brevard S. Childs 
�/HLGHQ��1HWKHUODQGV��%ULOO�$FDGHPLF���������KDV�DVWXWHO\�DUJXHG��XQOHVV�&KLOGV�JURXQGV�KLV�SUHIHUHQFH�IRU�¿QDO�
IRUP�DQG�FDQRQLFDO�VKDSH�LQ�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�LQVSLUDWLRQ�DQG�GLYLQH�DXWKRUVKLS��LW�LV�D�YLHZ�KDQJLQJ�LQ�PLGDLU��6HH�
9DQKRR]HU��³([HJHVLV�DQG�+HUPHQHXWLFV�´���±����ZKR�PDNHV�WKLV�VDPH�SRLQW��6HH�DOVR�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�FULWLTXH�RI�
SRVW�OLEHUDOLVP�DQG�WKHLU�YLHZ�DQG�XVH�RI�6FULSWXUH�LQ�.HYLQ�-��9DQKRR]HU��The Drama of Doctrine: A Canonical 
Linguistic Approach to Christian Doctrine �/RXLVYLOOH��:HVWPLQVWHU�-RKQ�.QR[���������)RU�D�KHOSIXO� LQWURGXF-
WLRQ�WR�WKH�7,6�PRYHPHQW�VHH�'DQLHO�-��7UHLHU��Introducing Theological Interpretation of Scripture: Recovering a 
Christian Practice��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU���������$V�KHOSIXO�DV�7,6�LV�LQ�LWV�DWWHPSW�WR�UHFDSWXUH�WKH�YRLFH�RI�
6FULSWXUH�IRU�WKH�FKXUFK��JLYHQ�WKDW�LW�LV�FRPSULVHG�RI�VXFK�D�GLYHUVH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�ZLWK�VXFK�GLYHUJHQW�YLHZV�
RI�6FULSWXUH��RQH�ZRQGHUV�KRZ�ORQJ�LW�FDQ�EH�VXVWDLQHG�ZLWKRXW�D�UHWXUQ�WR�RUWKRGR[�FRQYLFWLRQV�DQG�WKHRORJ\�
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VHOI�FRQVFLRXVO\�ZLWKLQ�&KULVWLDQ�WKHRORJLFDO�SUHVXSSRVLWLRQV��+RZHYHU��WKLV�
ZDV�DOVR�WUXH�RI�-RKQ�&DOYLQ�EHIRUH�KLP�DQG�WKH�SRVW�5HIRUPDWLRQ�5HIRUPHG�
3URWHVWDQW�VFKRODVWLFV�DIWHU�KLP���

3UREDEO\�WKH�EHVW�NQRZQ�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�SLRQHHU�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��
who sought to follow the path distinct from that of the Enlightenment, was 
*HHUKDUGXV�9RV�� ZKR� GHYHORSHG� ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\� DW� 3ULQFHWRQ� 6HPLQDU\�
LQ� WKH� HDUO\� WZHQWLHWK� FHQWXU\���� 9RV�� ZKR� ZDV� ELUWKHG� RXW� RI� WKH� 'XWFK�
&DOYLQLVWLF� WUDGLWLRQ�� DORQJ� ZLWK� VXFK� ¿JXUHV� DV� $EUDKDP� .X\SHU� DQG�
+HUPDQ�%DYLQFN��VRXJKW�WR�GR�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�ZLWK�D�¿UP�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�
WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�6FULSWXUH����9RV�GH¿QHG�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DV�³WKDW�EUDQFK�RI�
([HJHWLFDO�7KHRORJ\�ZKLFK�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�WKH�VHOI�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�
*RG�GHSRVLWHG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�´���,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�*DEOHU��9RV�DUJXHG�WKDW�ELEOLFDO�
WKHRORJ\�� DV� DQ� H[HJHWLFDO� GLVFLSOLQH��PXVW� QRW� RQO\� EHJLQ�ZLWK� WKH� ELEOL-
FDO�WH[W�EXW�PXVW�DOVR�YLHZ�6FULSWXUH�DV�QRWKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�*RG¶V�RZQ�VHOI�
DWWHVWLQJ�:RUG��IXOO\�DXWKRULWDWLYH�DQG�UHOLDEOH��)XUWKHUPRUH��DV�RQH�H[HJHWHV�
6FULSWXUH��9RV�DUJXHG��ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�VHHNV�WR�WUDFH�RXW�WKH�%LEOH¶V�XQLW\�
DQG�PXOWLIRUPLW\� DQG�¿QG� LWV� FRQVXPPDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW� DQG�
WKH� LQDXJXUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� QHZ� FRYHQDQW� HUD�� %LEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\�PXVW� IROORZ�
a method that reads the Bible on its own terms, following the Bible’s own 
LQWHUQDO�FRQWRXUV�DQG�VKDSH��LQ�RUGHU�WR�GLVFRYHU�*RG¶V�XQL¿HG�SODQ�DV�LW�LV�
GLVFORVHG� WR�XV� RYHU� WLPH��7KH�SDWK� WKDW�9RV�EOD]HG�ZDV� IRXQGDWLRQDO� IRU�
much of the resurgence of biblical theology within evangelicalism, in the 
WZHQWLHWK�DQG�QRZ�WKH�WZHQW\�¿UVW�FHQWXU\���

:H� UHMHFW� WKH� IRUPHU� YLHZ� GHVSLWH� LWV� ODEHO� RI� ³ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\�´�
$FFRUGLQJO\�� LQ� OLJKW� RI� WKLV� KLVWRU\�� ZH� GH¿QH� ³ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\´� E\�
HPSOR\LQJ�%ULDQ�5RVQHU¶V�KHOSIXO�GH¿QLWLRQ��³%LEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\´�LV�³WKHR-
ORJLFDO� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH� LQ� DQG� IRU� WKH� FKXUFK�� ,W� SURFHHGV�ZLWK�

��ௗ)RU�D�GHWDLOHG�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�SRVW�5HIRUPDWLRQ�3URWHVWDQW�VFKRODVWLFV�VHH�5LFKDUG�0XOOHU��Post-Reformation 
5HIRUPHG�'RJPDWLFV��7KH�5LVH�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�RI�5HIRUPHG�2UWKRGR[\��FD�������WR�FD����������YROV���*UDQG�
5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU���������6HH�DOVR�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�VRPH�RI�WKH�LQVLJKWV�RI�WKH�3URWHVWDQW�VFKRODVWLFV�IRU�ELEOLFDO�
DQG�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�LQ�0LFKDHO�6��+RUWRQ��Covenant and Eschatology: The Divine Drama��/RXLVYLOOH��:HVW-
PLQVWHU�-RKQ�.QR[���������DQG�5LFKDUG�/LQWV��The Fabric of Theology: A Prolegomenon to Evangelical Theology 
�*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��(HUGPDQV��������
��ௗ6HH�*HHUKDUGXV�9RV��Biblical Theology: Old and New Testaments �*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��(HUGPDQV��������UHSU���
&DUOLVOH��3$��%DQQHU�RI�7UXWK���������LGHP��Pauline Eschatology �3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5���������5LFKDUG�%��*DI-
¿Q��-U���HG��Redemptive History and Biblical Interpretation: The Shorter Writings of Geerhardus Vos (Phillipsburg, 
1-��3	5��������
��ௗ6HH�5LFKDUG�%��*DI¿Q��-U���³6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�Westminster Theological Journal����
�����������±�����HVSHFLDOO\����±����IRU�KLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�.X\SHU��%DYLQFN��DQG�9RV�
��ௗ9RV��Biblical Theology����
��ௗ9RV¶�LQÀXHQFH�LV�GLUHFWO\�VHHQ�DW�:HVWPLQVWHU�7KHRORJLFDO�6HPLQDU\�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�-RKQ�0XUUD\��5LFKDUG�*DI¿Q��
-U���6LQFODLU�)HUJXVRQ��9HUQ�3R\WKUHVV��DQG�VR�RQ��%XW�LW�ZDV�DOVR�IHOW�LQ�WKH�ODUJHU�HYDQJHOLFDO�ZRUOG�LQ�VXFK�SHRSOH�
DV�*UDHPH�*ROGVZRUWK\��*��.��%HDOH��'��$��&DUVRQ��7��5��6FKUHLQHU��DQG�VR�RQ�
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The Importance of Covenants in Biblical and Systematic Theology௑��

KLVWRULFDO� DQG� OLWHUDU\� VHQVLWLYLW\� DQG� VHHNV� WR� DQDO\VH� DQG� V\QWKHVL]H� WKH�
Bible’s teaching about God and his relations to the world on its own terms, 
PDLQWDLQLQJ� VLJKW� RI� WKH� %LEOH¶V� RYHUDUFKLQJ� QDUUDWLYH� DQG� &KULVWRFHQWULF�
IRFXV�´���,Q�WKLV�GH¿QLWLRQ��5RVQHU�HPSKDVLVHV�VRPH�LPSRUWDQW�SRLQWV�FUXFLDO�
WR� WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�WDVN�RI�ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\��%LEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\�LV�FRQFHUQHG�
ZLWK�WKH�RYHUDOO�PHVVDJH�RI�WKH�ZKROH�%LEOH��,W�VHHNV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SDUWV�
LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�ZKROH��$V�DQ�H[HJHWLFDO�PHWKRG��LW�LV�VHQVLWLYH�WR�OLWHUDU\��
historical, and theological dimensions of various corpora, as well as to the 
LQWHUUHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�HDUOLHU�DQG�ODWHU�WH[WV�LQ�6FULSWXUH��)XUWKHUPRUH��
biblical theology is interested not merely in words and word studies but also 
in concepts and themes as it traces out the Bible’s own story line, on the 
%LEOH¶V�RZQ�WHUPV��DV�WKH�SORW�OLQH�UHDFKHV�LWV�FXOPLQDWLRQ�LQ�&KULVW��,Q�D�VLP-
LODU�ZD\��'��$��&DUVRQ�VSHDNV�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DV�DQ�LQGXFWLYH��H[HJHWLFDO�
GLVFLSOLQH�ZKLFK�ZRUNV�IURP�ELEOLFDO�WH[WV��LQ�DOO�RI�WKHLU�OLWHUDU\�GLYHUVLW\��WR�
WKH�HQWLUH�&DQRQ²KHQFH�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�intertextual��,Q�PDNLQJ�FRQQHFWLRQV�
EHWZHHQ�WH[WV��ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DOVR�DWWHPSWV�WR�OHW�WKH�ELEOLFDO�WH[W�VHW�WKH�
DJHQGD��7KLV� LV�ZKDW�ZH�PHDQ�E\�VD\LQJ� WKDW�ZH�DUH� WR�UHDG�6FULSWXUH�on 
its own terms�� L�H��� intratextually��6FULSWXUH� LV� WR�EH� LQWHUSUHWHG� LQ� OLJKW�RI�
LWV�RZQ�FDWHJRULHV�DQG�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�VLQFH�6FULSWXUH�FRPHV�WR�XV�DV�GLYLQHO\�
JLYHQ��FRKHUHQW��DQG�XQL¿HG����,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��DOO�WKHRORJL]LQJ�VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�
%LEOH¶V�RZQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�LWVHOI�DV�ZH�VHHN�WR�OLYH�XQGHU�LWV�DXWKRULW\�DQG�
WHDFKLQJ�DQG�QRW�RYHU�LW���

With these basic ideas in mind, let us now summarise what we believe 
ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\� WR� EH�� 6LPSO\� VWDWHG�� LW� LV� WKH� hermeneutical discipline 
ZKLFK�VHHNV�WR�GR�MXVWLFH�WR�ZKDW�6FULSWXUH�FODLPV�WR�EH�DQG�ZKDW�LW�DFWXDOO\�
LV��,Q�WHUPV�RI�LWV�FODLP��6FULSWXUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�God’s Word written, 
DQG�DV�VXFK��LW�LV�D�XQL¿HG�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�KLV�JUDFLRXV�SODQ�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ��,Q�
WHUPV�RI�ZKDW�6FULSWXUH�DFWXDOO\� LV�� LW� LV�D�progressive unfolding of God’s 
SODQ��URRWHG�LQ�KLVWRU\��DQG�XQSDFNHG�DORQJ�D�VSHFL¿F�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRULFDO�

��ௗ%ULDQ�5RVQHU��³%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�LQ�NDBT������LWDOLFV�UHPRYHG�IURP�RULJLQDO��
��ௗ)RU�WKHVH�SRLQWV�VHH�&DUVRQ��³6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´���±����
��ௗ7R�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKH�%LEOH¶V�RZQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�LWVHOI��RU�WR�UHDG�WKH�%LEOH�on its own terms is at the heart of biblical 
WKHRORJ\��(YHQ�ZLWKLQ�HYDQJHOLFDO�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�WKLV�SRLQW�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�IROORZHG��)RU�H[DPSOH��VRPH�DUJXH�WKDW�
biblical theology is the approach by which redemptive-history is divided into various historical epochs and then the 
GHYHORSPHQW�EHWZHHQ�WKRVH�HSRFKV�LV�WUDFHG��2U��RWKHUV�YLHZ�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DV�PHUHO\�WKLQNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�ODUJH�
WKHPHV�RI�6FULSWXUH��6WLOO�RWKHUV�DSSURDFK�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�E\�ZRUNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�%LEOH�ERRN�E\�ERRN��$OO�RI�WKHVH�
DSSURDFKHV�KDYH�WKHLU�SODFH�EXW��LQ�RXU�YLHZ��WKH\�IDOO�VKRUW��7KHLU�IXQGDPHQWDO�SUREOHP�LV�WKDW�WKH\�GR�QRW�IROORZ�
the Bible’s own presentation of itself, or, in other words, they do not carefully trace out the Bible’s own literary plot 
VWUXFWXUH��,I�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�UHDG�WKH�%LEOH�on its own terms��ZH�KDYH�WR�DVN��KRZ�KDV�*RG�JLYHQ�6FULSWXUH�WR�XV��
what are the Bible’s own internal structures, and how ought those structures shape our doing of biblical theology? 
:H�DUH�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�ZRUNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�LV�WUDFLQJ�RXW�WKH�%LEOH¶V�RZQ�LQWHUQDO�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�
OHDUQLQJ�WR�UHDG�6FULSWXUH�DV�*RG�LQWHQGHG�LW�WR�EH�UHDG��

Kingdom through Covenant.514647.i06.indd   33 5/31/12   2:06 PM



��௑PROLEGOMENA

SORW�OLQH�SULPDULO\�GHPDUFDWHG�E\�FRYHQDQWV��%LEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DV�D�KHUPH-
QHXWLFDO�GLVFLSOLQH�DWWHPSWV�WR�H[HJHWH�WH[WV�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�FRQWH[W�DQG�WKHQ��
LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�&DQRQ��WR�H[DPLQH�WKH�XQIROGLQJ�QDWXUH�RI�*RG¶V�SODQ�
DQG�FDUHIXOO\�WKLQN�WKURXJK�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�before and after in that 
SODQ�ZKLFK�FXOPLQDWHV� LQ�&KULVW��� As such, biblical theology provides the 
EDVLV�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�KRZ�WH[WV�LQ�RQH�SDUW�RI�WKH�%LEOH�UHODWH�WR�DOO�RWKHU�
WH[WV��VR�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�UHDG�FRUUHFWO\��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�*RG¶V�LQWHQWLRQ��ZKLFK�
is discovered through the individual human authors but ultimately at the 
FDQRQLFDO� OHYHO�� ,Q� WKH�HQG��ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\� LV� WKH�DWWHPSW� WR�XQSDFN� WKH�
³ZKROH� FRXQVHO� RI�*RG´� DQG� ³WR� WKLQN�*RG¶V� WKRXJKWV� DIWHU� KLP�´� DQG� LW�
SURYLGHV�WKH�EDVLV�DQG�XQGHUSLQQLQJ�IRU�DOO�WKHRORJ\�DQG�GRFWULQH��:LWK�WKLV�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�LQ�SODFH��OHW�XV�QRZ�EULHÀ\�UHÀHFW�RQ�ZKDW�
V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�LV��EHIRUH�ZH�WKLQN�WKURXJK�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
WZR�PHWKRGV�

THE NATURE OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY
$V�ZLWK�³ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�´�WKHUH�DUH�YDULRXV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI�ZKDW�³V\V-
WHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\´�LV��,Q�WKLV�ERRN��LW�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDU\�WR�GHOYH�LQWR�DOO�RI�WKHVH�
GLYHUVH�YLHZV��UDWKHU��ZH�VLPSO\�ZDQW�WR�VWDWH�KRZ�ZH�FRQFHLYH�RI�WKH�GLVFL-
SOLQH�RI�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\����$V�ZLWK�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��JHQHUDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��
one’s construal of systematic theology is tied to one’s larger theological, 
ZRUOGYLHZ�FRPPLWPHQWV��DQG�DQ\�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�YDULRXV�GH¿QLWLRQV�

��ௗ7ZR�ZRUGV� WKDW�KHOSIXOO\�GHVFULEH�KRZ�ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\�VHHNV� WR� LQWHUSUHW� WH[WV�¿UVW� LQ� WKHLU� LPPHGLDWH�DQG�
WKHQ�LQ�WKHLU�FDQRQLFDO�FRQWH[W�DUH�synchronic and diachronic��Synchronic refers to viewing events occurring at a 
JLYHQ�WLPH��VRPHWLPHV�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�D�³FURVV�FXW´�DSSURDFK�WR�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ���+HQFH�UHDGLQJ�WH[WV�V\QFKURQLFDOO\�
UHIHUV�WR�UHDGLQJ�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�LPPHGLDWH�FRQWH[W��$V�ZH�H[HJHWH�WH[WV�ZH�SODFH�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRULFDO�
FRQWH[W��ZH�LQWHUSUHW�WKHP�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�JUDPPDWLFDO�KLVWRULFDO�PHWKRG��DQG�ZH�LQTXLUH�DERXW�WKH�WKHRORJ\�RI�D�
SDUWLFXODU�SURSKHW��ERRN��RU�FRUSXV��7KLV�LV�FDOOHG�D�³FURVV�FXW´�DSSURDFK�EHFDXVH�LW�LQYROYHV�RXU�FXWWLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�
SURJUHVVLYH�UHYHODWLRQ�DQG�WDNLQJ�D�ORRN�DW�ZKDW�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�DW�DQ\�JLYHQ�SRLQW�LQ�WLPH��%LEOLFDO�H[HJHVLV�EHJLQV�DW�
WKLV�OHYHO�DV�LW�LQYROYHV�DQ�DQDO\WLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�³SDUWV�´�%XW�RXU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH�GRHV�QRW�HQG�
KHUH��7KH�XQLW\�RI�6FULSWXUH�GULYHV�XV�WR�VD\�PRUH��ZKLFK�LQWURGXFHV�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�GLDFKURQLF��Diachronic refers to 
YLHZLQJ�HYHQWV�RYHU�WLPH��VRPHWLPHV�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�³ORQJ�FXW´�DSSURDFK�WR�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ���7H[WV�PXVW�EH�UHDG�
QRW�RQO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKHLU�LPPHGLDWH�FRQWH[W�EXW�DOVR�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�³ZKROH�´�6FULSWXUH�LV�ERWK�XQL¿HG�DQG�SURJUHV-
VLYH��7KXV�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�LV�FRQFHUQHG�WR�UHDG�WKH�³SDUWV´�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�³ZKROH´�DQG�WR�WUDFH�RXW�KRZ�*RG¶V�
plan develops throughout UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\��OHDGLQJ�XV�WR�LWV�IXO¿OPHQW�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�WR�WKH�FRQVXPPD-
WLRQ��)RU�PRUH�RQ�WKLV�VHH�*UDHPH�*ROGVZRUWK\��Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics: Foundations and Principles of 
Evangelical Biblical Interpretation��'RZQHUV�*URYH��,/��,QWHU9DUVLW\�3UHVV������������±�����DQG�/LQWV��Fabric of 
Theology�����±�����ZKR�OLNHZLVH�DGGUHVVHV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�³SDUWV´�DQG�WKH�³ZKROH´�LQ�KLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�
RI�KRZ�WR�LQWHUSUHW�ELEOLFDO�WH[WV�
��ௗ)RU�D�KHOSIXO�GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�DQG�LWV�UHODWLRQ�WR�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�VHH�*DI¿Q��
³6\VWHPDWLF�DQG�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´����±�����6HH�DOVR�*HUKDUG�)��+DVHO��³7KH�5HODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�%LEOLFDO�
7KHRORJ\�DQG�6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�´�Trinity Journal��������������±�����)RU�D�FXUUHQW�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�V\VWHPDWLF�
WKHRORJ\�DQG�KRZ�LW�LV�YLHZHG�LQ�WKH�ODUJHU�WKHRORJLFDO�RUELW��VHH�-RKQ�:HEVWHU��³3ULQFLSOHV�RI�6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRO-
RJ\�´� International Journal of Systematic Theology� ����� �������� ��±���� LGHP�� ³6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�´� LQ�The 
Oxford Handbook of Systematic Theology��HG��-RKQ�:HEVWHU��.DWKU\Q�7DQQHU��DQG�,DLQ�7RUUDQFH��2[IRUG��2[IRUG�
8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV����������±���
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FDQ�EH�WUDFHG�EDFN�WR�WKLV��)RU�RXU�SXUSRVHV��ZH�ZLOO�HPSOR\�DV�RXU�EDVLF�
GH¿QLWLRQ�WKH�RQH�JLYHQ�E\�-RKQ�)UDPH��V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�LV�³WKH�DSSOLFD-
WLRQ�RI�*RG¶V�:RUG�E\�SHUVRQV�WR�DOO�DUHDV�RI�OLIH�´��

,Q�RXU�YLHZ��WKLV�HQWDLOV�DW�OHDVW�WZR�NH\�FRPSRQHQWV��)LUVW��LQ�RUGHU�WR�
apply�6FULSWXUH�SURSHUO\��ZH�PXVW�¿UVW�LQWHUSUHW�6FULSWXUH�FRUUHFWO\��ZKLFK�
UHTXLUHV�WKH�GRLQJ�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��DV�GHVFULEHG�DERYH��QDPHO\��XQSDFN-
ing the biblical story line and letting the Bible, on its own terms, describe for 
XV�KRZ�*RG¶V�SODQ�XQIROGV��FHQWUHG�LQ�&KULVW��7KLV�LV�ZK\�ZH�KDYH�DUJXHG�
WKDW�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�SURYLGHV�WKH�EDVLV�DQG�XQGHUSLQQLQJ�IRU�DOO�WKHRORJL]-
ing and doctrine, since we are not doing theology unless we are correctly 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKH�HQWLUH�FDQRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH�DQG� ULJKWO\�DSSO\LQJ� LW� WR�RXU�
OLYHV����6HFRQG��V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�WKH�GRLQJ�RI�ELEOLFDO�
theology since it involves the application RI�6FULSWXUH� to all areas of life��
6\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\��WKHQ��LQHYLWDEO\�LQYROYHV�WKHRORJLFDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�
doctrinal formulation, grounded in biblical theology and done in light of 
historical theology, but which also involves interacting with all areas of 
OLIH²KLVWRU\��VFLHQFH��SV\FKRORJ\��HWKLFV��DQG�VR�RQ�� ,Q�VR�GRLQJ��V\VWHP-
DWLF�WKHRORJ\�OHDGV�WR�ZRUOGYLHZ�IRUPDWLRQ�DV�ZH�VHHN�WR�VHW� WKH�ELEOLFDO�
WKHRORJLFDO� IUDPHZRUN�RI�6FULSWXUH�RYHU�DJDLQVW�DOO�RWKHU�ZRUOGYLHZV�DQG�
OHDUQ�³WR�WKLQN�*RG¶V�WKRXJKWV�DIWHU�KLP�´�HYHQ�LQ�DUHDV�WKDW�WKH�%LEOH�GRHV�
QRW�GLUHFWO\�DGGUHVV��,Q�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�ZD\��V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�SUHVHQWV�D�
ZHOO�WKRXJKW�RXW�ZRUOGYLHZ��RYHU�DJDLQVW�DOO�RI�LWV�FRPSHWLWRUV��DV�LW�VHHNV�
WR� DSSO\� ELEOLFDO� WUXWK� WR� HYHU\� GRPDLQ� RI� RXU� H[LVWHQFH��$V� D� GLVFLSOLQH��
systematic theology is also critical�LQ�VHHNLQJ�WR�HYDOXDWH�LGHDV�ZLWKLQ�DQG�
RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��2XWVLGH�WKH�FKXUFK��V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�WDNHV�RQ�DQ�
DSRORJHWLF�IXQFWLRQ�DV�LW�¿UVW�VHWV�IRUWK�WKH�IDLWK�WR�EH�EHOLHYHG�DQG�GHIHQGHG�
DQG�WKHQ�FULWLTXHV�DQG�HYDOXDWHV�YLHZV�WKDW�UHMHFW�WKH�WUXWK�RI�*RG¶V�:RUG��,Q�
WKLV�VHQVH��DSRORJHWLFV�LV�ULJKWO\�YLHZHG�DV�D�VXEVHW�RI�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\��
Within the church, theology is critical by analysing theological proposals 
¿UVW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKHLU�¿W�ZLWK�6FULSWXUH�DQG�VHFRQGO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�LPSOLFD-
WLRQV�RI� WKHVH�SURSRVDOV� IRU�RWKHU�GRFWULQHV�� ,Q� DOO� WKHVH�ZD\V�� V\VWHPDWLF�
theology is the discipline which attempts “to bring our entire thought captive 
WR�&KULVW´��VHH���&RU������±���IRU�RXU�JRRG��IRU�WKH�JRRG�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��DQG�
XOWLPDWHO\�IRU�*RG¶V�JORU\�

��ௗ-RKQ�0��)UDPH��The Doctrine of the Knowledge of God��3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5������������
��ௗ:H�FDQ�DOVR�DGG�WKDW�XQSDFNLQJ�WKH�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJLFDO�IUDPHZRUN�RI�6FULSWXUH��RQ�LWV�RZQ�WHUPV��WKHQ�EHFRPHV�
RXU�LQWHUSUHWLYH�PDWUL[��PHWDQDUUDWLYH��E\�ZKLFK�ZH�LQWHUSUHW�WKH�ZRUOG��$OO�RI�RXU�WKRXJKW�DQG�OLIH�LV�VXEVXPHG�
XQGHU�6FULSWXUH��VR�WKDW�ZH�DUH�FRQWLQXDOO\�WUDQVIRUPHG�E\�WKH�UHQHZLQJ�RI�RXU�PLQGV��5RP������±���
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:LWK� WKLV�EDVLF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� LQ�PLQG��ZKDW� LV� WKH�EHVW�ZD\� WR� WKLQN�
of the relationship between biblical and systematic theology? As presented 
here, obviously we view them as intimately related and central to the theo-
logical�WDVN�WR�FRQIRUP�RXU�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�OLYHV�WR�*RG¶V�:RUG��$V�DOVR�QRWHG��
ZH�WKLQN�LW�EHVW�WR�YLHZ�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DV�SULPDULO\�D�hermeneutical dis-
FLSOLQH�VLQFH�LW�LV�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�ZKLFK�VHHNV�WR�KDQGOH�FRUUHFWO\�WKH�ZRUG�RI�
WUXWK����7LP������±�������7KLV�LV�ZK\�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�RI�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�
PXVW�¿UVW� EH� JURXQGHG� LQ� WKH� H[HJHWLFDO� FRQFOXVLRQV� RI� ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\��
%XW�WKHQ�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�JRHV�IXUWKHU��RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�
LW�DWWHPSWV�WR�FRQVWUXFW�ZKDW�ZH�RXJKW�WR�EHOLHYH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�IRU�WRGD\��WR�
critique other theological proposals within the church, and also false ideas 
of alien worldviews outside the church, so that we learn anew to live under 
WKH�ORUGVKLS�RI�&KULVW���

+RZ�GRHV�DOO�RI�WKLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�DSSO\�WR�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�GRLQJ�LQ�WKLV�ERRN"�
Basically we are setting forth a proposal for a better way of understand-
ing the nature of biblical covenants and how those covenants relate to each 
RWKHU�� ,Q� UHDOLW\��ZH� DUH�GRLQJ� V\VWHPDWLF� WKHRORJ\�E\�¿UVW� JURXQGLQJ�RXU�
SURSRVDO�LQ�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\��2XU�DUJXPHQW�LV�WKDW�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�ZD\V�RI�
SXWWLQJ�WRJHWKHU�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�LV�QRW�TXLWH�ULJKW��ELEOLFDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��
,Q�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�RXU�FDVH��ZH�ZDQW�WR�GHVFULEH�KRZ�RWKHUV�KDYH�SXW�WKH�FRY-
HQDQWV�WRJHWKHU��GLVFHUQ�WKH�NH\�SRLQWV�RI�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�YLHZV��VHW�

��ௗ,Q�D�VLPLODU�ZD\��&DUVRQ��³6\VWHPDWLF�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�����FDOOV�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�D�³EULGJH´�
GLVFLSOLQH�VLQFH�LW�LV�WKH�EULGJH�³EHWZHHQ�WKH�WH[WV�RI�6FULSWXUH�DQG�WKH�ODUJHU�V\QWKHVLV�RI�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�´�
ZKDW�KH�FDOOV�WKH�FXOPLQDWLQJ�GLVFLSOLQH��7KLV�LV�D�KHOSIXO�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�GLVFL-
SOLQHV��+RZHYHU��&DUVRQ�� LQ�KLV�³1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�7KHRORJ\�´� LQ�Dictionary of the Later New Testament and Its 
Developments�� HG��5DOSK� 3��0DUWLQ� DQG� 3HWHU�+��'DYLGV� �'RZQHUV�*URYH�� ,/�� ,QWHU9DUVLW\� 3UHVV�� ������� �����
DOVR�WHQGV�WR�WKLQN�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DV�D�GLVFLSOLQH�ZKLFK�ZRUNV�SULPDULO\�ZLWKLQ�D�WHPSRUDO�IUDPHZRUN��L�H���
WKH�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRULFDO�XQIROGLQJ�RI�6FULSWXUH��ZKLOH�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�SULPDULO\�DVNV�RI�ELEOLFDO�WH[WV�PRUH�
DWHPSRUDO�DQG�ORJLFDO�TXHVWLRQV��³WKHUHE\�HOLFLWLQJ�DWHPSRUDO�DQVZHUV�´�:H�DUH�QRW�FRPSOHWHO\�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�WKLV�
ZD\�RI�VWDWLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�GLVFLSOLQHV��,W� LV�EHWWHU�WR�WKLQN�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�DV�WKH�KHU-
meneutical discipline which allows us to draw biblical conclusions for systematic theology, and that systematic 
theology as the application�RI�6FULSWXUH�PXVW�VWD\�WUXH�WR�WKH�%LEOH¶V�RZQ�IUDPHZRUN��VWUXFWXUH��DQG�FDWHJRULHV�DV�
VKH�GUDZV�WKHRORJLFDO�FRQFOXVLRQV�DQG�FRQVWUXFWV�D�&KULVWLDQ�ZRUOGYLHZ��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�LV�QRW�RQO\�
foundational to systematic theology but is also a subset of it, and systematic theology does not necessarily have to 
RUJDQLVH�LWVHOI�LQ�DWHPSRUDO�FDWHJRULHV�
��ௗGoldsworthy, Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics�����±�����VD\V�VRPHWKLQJ�YHU\�VLPLODU�DV�KH�VSHDNV�RI�WKH�LQWHU-
UHODWLRQVKLS�DQG�LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�EHWZHHQ�ELEOLFDO�DQG�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\��+H�ULJKWO\�DUJXHV�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�
YLHZ� WKH�GLUHFWLRQ� IURP�WH[W� WR� WKHRORJLFDO� IRUPXODWLRQ� LQ�D�VWUDLJKW�OLQH�� L�H���H[HJHVLV�ĺ�ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJ\�ĺ�
V\VWHPDWLF� WKHRORJ\�� ,QVWHDG�� KH� YLHZV� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS�PRUH� LQ� WHUPV� RI� D� ³KHUPHQHXWLFDO� VSLUDO�´�+H�ZULWHV��
³)URP�RQH�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�LV�ZKDW�PDNHV�GRJPDWLFV�>V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\@�QHFHVVDU\��,I�LW�ZHUH�
QRW� IRU� WKH�SURJUHVVLYH�QDWXUH�RI� UHYHODWLRQ�� WKHQ�DOO� WH[WV�ZRXOG� VWDQG� LQ� WKH� VDPH�JHQHUDO� UHODWLRQVKLS� WR� WKH�
EHOLHYHU��'RJPDWLFV�LV�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�RI�VD\LQJ�ZKDW�WKH�WRWDO�UHGHPSWLYH�DQG�UHYHDOLQJ�DFWLYLW\�RI�*RG�PHDQV�IRU�
XV�QRZ��,W�UHFRJQLVHV�WKDW�DOO�WH[WV�GR�QRW�VWDQG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�XV�QRZ��EXW�WKDW�LQ�YLHZ�RI�WKH�XQLW\�RI�
UHYHODWLRQ�WKH\�GR�VWDQG�LQ�VRPH�LGHQWL¿DEOH�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�DOO�RWKHU�WH[WV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�WR�XV��%LEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�
H[DPLQHV�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�XQLW\��������7KH�GRJPDWLF�EDVLV�RI�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�OLHV�LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�QR�HPSLULFDO�
GDWXP�RI�H[HJHVLV�KDV�LQGHSHQGHQW�PHDQLQJ��DQG�QR�GDWXP�RI�WKHRORJ\�RU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�KDV�LQGHSHQGHQW�PHDQLQJ´�
����±������6\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\��WKHQ��LV�URRWHG�LQ�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJ\�EXW�LW�LV�GLIIHUHQW�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�LW�LV�WKH�¿QDO�
SURGXFW�RI�ZKDW�ZH�EHOLHYH�DV�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�ZKDW�ZH�VD\�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�
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over against those views an alternative theological proposal, and argue that 
RXU�SURSRVDO�PDNHV�EHWWHU�VHQVH�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�FDQRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��
we want to argue that the theological conclusions drawn from other ways of 
³SXWWLQJ�WRJHWKHU´�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�JR�DZU\�DW�D�QXPEHU�RI�SRLQWV�DQG�WKDW�XOWL-
PDWHO\��LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRUUHFW�WKLV��ZH�PXVW�UHWXUQ�DQHZ�WR�6FULSWXUH�DQG�PDNH�
VXUH�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� WKH�FRYHQDQWV� LV� WUXH� WR�KRZ�6FULSWXUH�XQSDFNV�
WKRVH�FRYHQDQWDO�UHODWLRQV�DFURVV�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\�

/HW�XV�QRZ�WXUQ�WR�WKLV�WDVN�E\�¿UVW�VHWWLQJ�WKH�FRQWH[W�IRU�RXU�SURSRVDO��
:H�ZLOO�EHJLQ�LQ�FKDSWHU���E\�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�WZR�SUHGRPLQDQW�ELEOLFDO�WKHR-
logical systems within evangelical theology in order to understand the nature 
of the biblical covenants and their relations to each other, which will be the 
VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�RI�FKDSWHU���
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COVENANTS IN BIBLICAL-
THEOLOGICAL SYSTEMS: 
DISPENSATIONAL AND 
COVENANT THEOLOGY

Within evangelical theology, dispensational and covenant theology largely 
IUDPH�KRZ�SHRSOH�³SXW�WRJHWKHU´�WKHLU�%LEOH�DQG��DV�VXFK��IXQFWLRQ�DV�GRPL-
QDQW� WKHRORJLFDO�YLHZSRLQWV��(DFK�³V\VWHP´� VHUYHV� DV� DQ� LQWHUSUHWLYH�JULG�
IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�VWRU\�OLQH�RI�6FULSWXUH�DQG�WKXV�IXQFWLRQV�DV�³ZKROH�
%LEOH� WKHRORJLHV´��L�H���ELEOLFDO� WKHRORJLHV��ZKLFK� OHDG� WR�V\VWHPDWLF� WKHR-
ORJLFDO�FRQFOXVLRQV��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��ERWK�YLHZV�DUH�VLPLODU�LQ�WKHLU�DWWHPSW�WR�
discern the overall unity of God’s revelation, from creation to the new cre-
DWLRQ��'HVSLWH� WKHLU� GLIIHUHQFHV�� ERWK� YLHZV� DFNQRZOHGJH� VRPH� QRWLRQ� RI�
³SURJUHVVLYH�UHYHODWLRQ�´�UHGHPSWLYH�HSRFKV��RU�³GLVSHQVDWLRQV´���IXO¿OPHQW�
LQ�&KULVW��FKDQJH�LQ�*RG¶V�SODQ�DFURVV�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\��DQG�VR�RQ��7KH\�
GLIIHU��KRZHYHU��RYHU�WKH�VSHFL¿FV�RI�*RG¶V�SODQ��WKH�NLQG�RI�FKDQJHV�WKDW�
UHVXOW��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�RYHU�WKH�UROH�RI�QDWLRQDO�,VUDHO�LQ�WKDW�SODQ��2EYLRXVO\��
one must be careful not to overplay the differences between these views, for 
when it comes to a basic understanding of the gospel, they agree more than 
WKH\�GLVDJUHH��$W�FUXFLDO�SRLQWV��KRZHYHU��WKH\�GLIIHU�RQ�KRZ�WR�WKLQN�WKURXJK�
WKH�³ZKROH�FRXQVHO�RI�*RG�´�DQG�PXFK�RI�WKDW�GLVDJUHHPHQW�FHQWUHV�RQ�WKHLU�
understanding of the nature of the biblical covenants and their relationships 
WR�HDFK�RWKHU��7KLV�LV�ZK\�LW�LV�KHOSIXO�WR�FRPSDUH�DQG�FRQWUDVW�WKHP�LQ�RUGHU�
to discover precisely how they relate the biblical covenants one to another 
DQG�WKXV�ZKHUH�WKH�WZR�YLHZV�GLIIHU�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU�

$GGLWLRQDOO\��LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURYLGH�D�FRQWH[W�WR�RXU�SURSRVDO�RI�³NLQJGRP�
WKURXJK�FRYHQDQW´�DV�D�EHWWHU�ZD\�RI�XQIROGLQJ�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV��LW�LV�
KHOSIXO�WR�VHW�RXU�YLHZ�RYHU�DJDLQVW�WKHVH�WZR�ELEOLFDO�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJLHV��
,I�ZH�GLVDJUHH�ZLWK�HDFK�YLHZ�DW�YDULRXV�SRLQWV��ZH�QHHG� WR�NQRZ�ZKHUH�
DQG�ZK\��7KXV��LQ�ZKDW�IROORZV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�RXU�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�HDFK�YLHZ�

Kingdom through Covenant.514647.i06.indd   39 5/31/12   2:06 PM



��௑PROLEGOMENA

LV�EULHI��ZH�KDYH�D�WZRIROG�JRDO��)LUVW��ZH�ZDQW�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�KRZ�FHQWUDO�
RQH¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�LV�WR�HDFK�YLHZ��6HFRQG��ZH�ZDQW�
WR�VHW�WKH�VWDJH�IRU�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�
RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�DV�WKH\�¿QG�WKHLU�telos�LQ�&KULVW�

DISPENSATIONALISM AND ITS VARIETIES1

'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�DV� D�PRYHPHQW�¿UVW� WRRN� VKDSH� LQ� WKH�%UHWKUHQ�PRYH-
PHQW�LQ�HDUO\�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�(QJODQG�� Originally it was associated with 
VXFK�QDPHV�DV�-RKQ�'DUE\������±�������%HQMDPLQ�1HZWRQ������±�������
DQG�*HRUJH�0�OOHU� �����±������� DQG� LQ�1RUWK�$PHULFD�ZLWK� VXFK�QDPHV�
DV�'��/��0RRG\������±�������-��5��*UDYHV������±�������DQG�&��,��6FR¿HOG�
�����±������DQG�WKH�IDPRXV�6FR¿HOG�5HIHUHQFH�%LEOH, which provided vari-
RXV�QRWHV� IRU� LWV� UHDGHUV�RQ�KRZ� WR� LQWHUSUHW�6FULSWXUH� DQG�SXW� WKH�ZKROH�
&DQRQ� WRJHWKHU� WKURXJK� WKH� OHQV� RI� GLVSHQVDWLRQDO� WKHRORJ\��3UREDEO\� WKH�
PRVW�H[WHQVLYH�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJ\�ZULWWHQ�IURP�D�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�YLHZSRLQW�
ZDV�/HZLV�6SHUU\�&KDIHU¶V�HLJKW�YROXPH�Systematic Theology��

Over the years, dispensational theology has gone through a number of 
revisions even though it remains united by a common core, which we will 
GLVFXVV�EHORZ��$V�&UDLJ�%ODLVLQJ�REVHUYHV�DERXW�WKH�PRYHPHQW��³7KHUH�KDV�
EHHQ�QR�VWDQGDUG�FUHHG� IUHH]LQJ� LWV� WKHRORJLFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�DW� VRPH�DUEL-
WUDU\�SRLQW�LQ�KLVWRU\�´��HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�VSHFL¿F�GRFWULQDO�
GLVWLQFWLYHV���7KLV�KDV�PDGH�LW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�FODVVLI\�DOO�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�DPRQJ�
dispensationalists, yet, as Blaising notes, we can classify “three broad forms of 

�ௗ)RU�KHOSIXO�VXPPDULHV�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKHRORJ\�VHH�&UDLJ�$��%ODLVLQJ�DQG�'DUUHOO�/��%RFN��Progressive Dispen-
sationalism��:KHDWRQ��,/��%ULGJH3RLQW���������&UDLJ�$��%ODLVLQJ�DQG�'DUUHOO�/��%RFN��HGV���Dispensationalism, 
,VUDHO��DQG�WKH�&KXUFK��$�6HDUFK�IRU�'H¿QLWLRQ��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��=RQGHUYDQ���������5REHUW�/��6DXF\��The Case 
for Progressive Dispensationalism �*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��=RQGHUYDQ�� �������+HUEHUW�:��%DWHPDQ� ,9�� HG���Three 
Central Issues in Contemporary Dispensationalism: A Comparison of Traditional and Progressive Views (Grand 
5DSLGV��0,��.UHJHO���������:HVOH\�5��:LOOLV� DQG�-RKQ�5��0DVWHU�� HGV��� Issues in Dispensationalism �&KLFDJR��
0RRG\���������-RKQ�6��)HLQEHUJ��HG���Continuity and Discontinuity: Perspectives on the Relationship between the 
Old and New Testaments �:KHDWRQ��,/��&URVVZD\���������5RQ�-��%LJDONH��-U���HG��Progressive Dispensationalism: 
An Analysis of the Movement and Defense of Traditional Dispensationalism��/DQKDP��0'��8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�RI�
$PHULFD���������)RU�D�KHOSIXO�FRYHQDQWDO�WUHDWPHQW�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�VHH�9HUQ�6��3R\WKUHVV��Understanding 
Dispensationalists���QG�HG���3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5��������
�ௗ2Q�WKH�KLVWRU\�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�VHH�&UDLJ�$��%ODLVLQJ��³7KH�([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQ-
VDWLRQDOLVP�´�LQ�%ODLVLQJ�DQG�%RFN��Progressive Dispensationalism����±����&KDUOHV�&��5\ULH��Dispensationalism, 
UHY��HG���&KLFDJR��0RRG\�����������±����5RQ�-��%LJDONH��-U��DQG�7KRPDV�'��,FH��³+LVWRU\�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´�LQ�
Progressive Dispensationalism: An Analysis of the Movement��[YL�[OLL��FI��0LFKDHO�:LOOLDPV��This World Is Not My 
Home: The Origins and Development of Dispensationalism��)HDUQ��5RVV�VKLUH��8.��0HQWRU��������
�ௗ/HZLV�6SHUU\�&KDIHU��Systematic Theology �������UHSU���*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��.UHJHO��������
�ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´����
�ௗ,ELG�����±����OLVWV�HLJKW�FRPPRQ�IHDWXUHV�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�ZKLFK�XQLWH�LW�DV�D�WKHRORJLFDO�WUDGLWLRQ��WKH�DXWKRU-
LW\�RI�6FULSWXUH��GLYLGLQJ�XS�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\�LQWR�GLVSHQVDWLRQV��WKH�QHZQHVV�DQG�XQLTXHQHVV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�RYHU�
DJDLQVW�,VUDHO��WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�FKXUFK��D�OLWHUDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ELEOLFDO�SURSKHF\��SUHPLOOHQQLDO-
LVP��WKH�LPPLQHQW�UHWXUQ�RI�&KULVW��DQG�D�QDWLRQDO�IXWXUH�IRU�,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�ODQG�RI�,VUDHO�
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GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKRXJKW´6 which are important to distinguish in order to grasp 
WKH�WKHRORJLFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�YLHZ��³FODVVLF´��H�J���-RKQ�'DUE\��/HZLV�
6��&KDIHU��6FR¿HOG�5HIHUHQFH�%LEOH���³UHYLVHG´��H�J���-RKQ�:DOYRRUG��&KDUOHV�
5\ULH��-��'ZLJKW�3HQWHFRVW��UHYLVHG�6FR¿HOG�%LEOH���DQG�³SURJUHVVLYH´��H�J���
&UDLJ�%ODLVLQJ��'DUUHOO�%RFN��-RKQ�)HLQEHUJ��5REHUW�6DXF\��%UXFH�:DUH��

7KH�WHUP�³GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´�VLPLODU�WR�³FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�´�FDQ�ULJKWO\�
DUJXH�IRU�ELEOLFDO�VXSSRUW��³'LVSHQVDWLRQ´�LV�D�ZRUG�GHULYHG�IURP�oikonomia 
�VHH�(SK����������������&RO���������ZKLFK�PHDQV�³WR�PDQDJH��UHJXODWH��DGPLQ-
LVWHU��DQG�SODQ�WKH�DIIDLUV�RI�D�KRXVHKROG�´� Behind this term is the idea of 
God’s plan or administration being accomplished in this world and how God 
DUUDQJHV�DQG�RUGHUV�KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��³'LVSHQVDWLRQ�´�WKHQ��
DV�%ODLVLQJ�H[SODLQV��³UHIHUV�WR�D�GLVWLQFWLYH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�*RG�PDQDJHV�RU�
DUUDQJHV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�WR�+LPVHOI�´8 Dispensationalists 
DUH�SUREDEO\�EHVW�NQRZQ�IRU�KRZ�WKH\�GLYLGH�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\�LQWR�D�QXP-
EHU�RI�GLVWLQFW�³GLVSHQVDWLRQV´�DQG�KRZ��GXULQJ�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�SHULRGV�RI�WLPH��
WKH\�EHOLHYH�*RG�ZRUNV�RXW�D�SDUWLFXODU�SKDVH�RI�KLV�RYHUDOO�SODQ��+RZHYHU��
DV�9HUQ�3R\WKUHVV� ULJKWO\� QRWHV�� WKHUH� LV� D� VHQVH� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH�ZRUG� ³GLV-
SHQVDWLRQ´� LV�not completely helpful for distinguishing dispensationalism 
from other views, since “virtually all ages of the church and all branches of 
the church have believed that there are distinctive dispensations in God’s 
government of the world, though sometimes the consciousness of such dis-
WLQFWLRQV�KDV�JURZQ�GLP��7KH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�GLVWLQFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�
HSRFKV�LV�E\�QR�PHDQV�XQLTXH�WR�'�WKHRORJLDQV�´9

0RVW�FXUUHQW�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV�DOVR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKLV�SRLQW��)RU�H[DP-
SOH��-RKQ�)HLQEHUJ�DJUHHV�WKDW�RQH¶V�GHIHQVH�RI�WKH�XQLTXHQHVV�RI�GLVSHQVD-
tionalism is not�WLHG�PHUHO\�WR�WKH�ZRUG�³GLVSHQVDWLRQ�´�RU�HYHQ�WR�WKH�LGHD�
EHKLQG� WKH�ZRUG�� ,I� WKLV�ZHUH� WKH� FDVH� WKHQ� DOO�&KULVWLDQV�ZRXOG�EH� ³GLV-
SHQVDWLRQDOLVWV´� LQ� WKLV�EURDG�VHQVH�� VLQFH�HYHU\RQH� UHFRJQLVHV� WKDW�*RG¶V�
VDOYL¿F�SODQ�DFURVV�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\�LQYROYHV�YDULRXV�³GLVSHQVDWLRQV´�DQG�
WKDW��DV�KLV�SODQ�UHDFKHV�LWV�IXO¿OPHQW�LQ�&KULVW�� WKHUH�DUH�YDULRXV�FKDQJHV�
WKDW�KDYH�WDNHQ�SODFH��)HLQEHUJ�FRUUHFWO\�QRWHV��³6LQFH�ERWK�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO-
ists and nondispensationalists use the term and concept of a dispensation, 

6ௗ,ELG������
�ௗ6HH�&UDLJ�$��%ODLVLQJ��³'LVSHQVDWLRQV�LQ�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�LQ�%ODLVLQJ�DQG�%RFN��Progressive Dispensational-
ism�����±�����-RKQ�6��)HLQEHUJ��³6\VWHPV�RI�'LVFRQWLQXLW\�´�LQ�Continuity and Discontinuity����±����FI��3R\WKUHVV��
Understanding Dispensationalists���±����7HFKQLFDOO\�WKH�ZRUG�³GLVSHQVDWLRQ´�LV�WKH�DQJOLFL]HG�IRUP�RI�dispensa-
tio��WKH�/DWLQ�9XOJDWH�UHQGHULQJ�RI�oikonomia�
8ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´����
9ௗPoythress, Understanding Dispensationalists���±���
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WKDW�DORQH�LV�QRW�GLVWLQFWLYH�WR�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP��,W�LV�QR�PRUH�GLVWLQFWLYH�WR�
GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�WKDQ�WDON�RI�FRYHQDQWV�LV�GLVWLQFWLYH�WR�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��
'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV�WDON�DERXW�FRYHQDQWV�DOO�WKH�WLPH�´��

7KLV�REVHUYDWLRQ��WKHQ��UDLVHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�TXHVWLRQ��ZKDW�LV�XQLTXH�WR�
dispensational theology, especially given its diversity over the years? What 
is its distinctive feature, or, what is its sine qua non? Much discussion and 
GHEDWH�KDV�WDNHQ�SODFH�RYHU�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��DQG�SHRSOH�DQVZHU�LW�GLIIHUHQWO\��� 
It is our conviction, however, that the sine qua non of the view is the Israel-
church distinction, which is largely tied to their understanding of the cove-
nantal differences between the ethnic nation of Israel under the old covenant 
DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�DV�*RG¶V�SHRSOH�XQGHU�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��)RU�DOO�YDULHWLHV�RI�
GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP��³,VUDHO´�UHIHUV�WR�D�SK\VLFDO��QDWLRQDO�SHRSOH�DQG�LW�LV�not 
WKH�FDVH�WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�LV�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�UHSODFHPHQW�RI�KLVWRULF�,VUDHO�
LQ�*RG¶V�SODQ�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��DV��IRU�H[DPSOH��FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�WHDFKHV��7KXV��
IRU�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV��WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�*HQWLOHV�LQ�*RG¶V�SODQ�LV�QRW�WKH�IXO¿O-
ment of the promises made to Israel as a nation, particularly those associated 
ZLWK�WKH�VSHFL¿F�ODQG�SURPLVH�WR�WKHP��5DWKHU�WKH�³FKXUFK´�LV�GLVWLQFWLYHO\�
QHZ�LQ�*RG¶V�UHGHPSWLYH�SXUSRVHV�DQG�LW�¿QGV�LWV�RULJLQ�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�SDU-
WLFXODUO\�LQ�WKH�EDSWLVP�RI�WKH�6SLULW�WKDW�&KULVW�KDV�EHVWRZHG�HTXDOO\�XSRQ�
DOO�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�DW�3HQWHFRVW��7KXV��ZKDW�FRQVWLWXWHV�WKH�FKXUFK�DV�³QHZ´�DUH�
WKHVH�EOHVVLQJV�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW�ZKLFK�
are qualitatively�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�EOHVVLQJV�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW� LQ�WKH�2OG�
7HVWDPHQW��7KDW� LV�ZK\�� IRU�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO� WKHRORJ\�� WKH� VDOYDWLRQ�H[SHUL-
ence of the person under the new covenant is qualitatively different from the 
VDOYDWLRQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�,VUDHOLWH�XQGHU�WKH�ROG�FRYHQDQW���

It is for this reason that dispensational theology, given the Israel-church 
distinction, sees more discontinuity from the old to the new covenant vis-à-
YLV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLWLHV��)XUWKHUPRUH��FRXSOHG�ZLWK�WKH�
Israel-church distinction is God’s unchanging promise to Israel of a literal 
ODQG��XOWLPDWHO\�WR�EH�IXO¿OOHG�LQ�WKH�PLOOHQQLDO�UHLJQ�RI�&KULVW��,W�LV�SUREDEO\�
at these two points—ecclesiology and eschatology—that we see the greatest 
GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�DQG�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�

��ௗ)HLQEHUJ��³6\VWHPV�RI�'LVFRQWLQXLW\�´�����,Q�DGGLWLRQ��)HLQEHUJ�KHOSIXOO\�QRWHV�WZR�RWKHU�LPSRUWDQW�SRLQWV������WR�
SURYH� ³GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP´� UHTXLUHV�PRUH� WKDQ� VKRZLQJ� WKH� ELEOLFDO� HYLGHQFH� IRU� ³GLVSHQVDWLRQV´� ���±����� DQG�
����WKH�QXPEHU�RI�³GLVSHQVDWLRQV´�RQH�KROGV�WR�LV�QRW�HVVHQWLDO�WR�³GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP´������
��ௗ)RU� H[DPSOH�� VHH� WKH�GLVFXVVLRQV� UHJDUGLQJ�D�SURSHU�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP� LQ� VXFK�ZRUNV�DV�5\ULH��
Dispensationalism����±����DQG�&UDLJ�$��%ODLVLQJ��³'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP��7KH�6HDUFK�IRU�'H¿QLWLRQ�´�LQ�Dispensa-
tionalism, Israel, and the Church����±���
��ௗ6HH�)HLQEHUJ��³6\VWHPV�RI�'LVFRQWLQXLW\�´���±����DQG�%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´�
��±����ZKR�XQSDFN�WKH�XQLTXH�IHDWXUHV�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKHRORJ\�SULPDULO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�,VUDHO�FKXUFK�UHODWLRQ�
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With regard to ecclesiology, since the church is distinctively new in the 
GLYLQH� GLVSHQVDWLRQV� GXH� WR� WKH� FRPLQJ� RI�&KULVW� DQG� WKH�newness of the 
6SLULW¶V� SHUPDQHQW� LQGZHOOLQJ� LQ� WKH� EHOLHYHU�� GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV� YLHZ� WKH�
nature of the church, along with its structure and ordinances, as distinct from 
WKH�QDWLRQ�RI� ,VUDHO�XQGHU� WKH�ROG� FRYHQDQW��)RU� H[DPSOH�� LQ� WHUPV�RI� WKH�
nature of the church, contra covenant theology, dispensational ecclesiology 
views the church as comprised of a regenerate community, born of and per-
PDQHQWO\�LQGZHOW�E\�WKH�6SLULW��DQG�QRW�DV�D�³PL[HG´�FRPPXQLW\�RI�EHOLHYHUV�
DQG�XQEHOLHYHUV����)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�LV�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKDW�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKHRO-
RJ\�DI¿UPV�FUHGREDSWLVP��FRQWUD�SDHGREDSWLVP��VLQFH�RQH�FDQQRW�HTXDWH�WKH�
sign of the old covenant with the sign of the new, given the fundamental dis-
WLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�ZKDW�WKH�VLJQ�RI�EDSWLVP�VLJQL¿HV�
XQGHU�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��,Q�FRQWUDVW��FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�GRHV�not draw the 
same Israel-church distinction and instead argues for more of a continuity 
between Israel and the church, not only in terms of the nature of the covenant 
FRPPXQLW\��DQG�WKXV�VLPLODULW\�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�H[SHULHQFH��EXW�DOVR�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�
WKH�VLPLODULW\�LQ�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�VLJQV�RI�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�DQG�EDSWLVP��
In all of these ways, dispensational ecclesiology differs from covenant theol-
RJ\¶V�HFFOHVLRORJ\�

5HJDUGLQJ� HVFKDWRORJ\�� JLYHQ� WKH� ,VUDHO�FKXUFK� GLVWLQFWLRQ� DQG�*RG¶V�
XQFKDQJLQJ�SURPLVH�WR�,VUDHO�RI�OLYLQJ�RXW�KHU�H[LVWHQFH�LQ�D�SK\VLFDO�ODQG�
UXOHG�E\� WKH�'DYLGLF�.LQJ��ZKR�ZH�QRZ�NQRZ�LV�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW���
GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKHRORJ\�DI¿UPV�D�GLVWLQFW�QDWLRQDO�IXWXUH�IRU�,VUDHO�LQ�D�IXWXUH�
PLOOHQQLDO�DJH��0XFK�RI�WKH�UDWLRQDOH�IRU�WKLV�LV�WKDW�WKH�SK\VLFDO�ODQG�SURP-
ise given to national Israel under the Abrahamic covenant has not yet been 
UHDOLVHG��KHQFH�WKH�QHHG�IRU�D�IXWXUH�PLOOHQQLDO�NLQJGRP�ZKHUH�WKH�VSHFL¿F�
ODQG�SURPLVH�WR�QDWLRQDO�,VUDHO�ZLOO�EH�IXO¿OOHG�LQ�D�PDQQHU�GLVWinct from the 
FKXUFK��,W� LV�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��DW� WKH�SRSXODU�OHYHO�� WKDW�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�LV�
RIWHQ�LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�D�GLVWLQFWLYH�HVFKDWRORJ\�ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�SURPXOJDWHG�
WKURXJK�ERRNV��PRYLHV��DQG�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�PHGLD��� By contrast, covenant 

��ௗ7KH�³PL[HG´�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLWLHV�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�XQGHU�ERWK�WKH�ROG�DQG�QHZ�FRYHQDQWV��
WKH�ORFXV�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�WKH�ORFXV�RI�WKH�HOHFW�DUH�GLVWLQFW��$V�ZH�ZLOO�QRWH�LQ�FKDSWHU�����RQ�WKH�
EDVLV�RI�WKLV�³PL[HG´�YLHZ�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�PDLQWDLQV�WKH�LQYLVLEOH�YLVLEOH�FKXUFK�GLVWLQFWLRQ��,Q�
their view, the church is constituted of believers and�XQEHOLHYHUV�RU��DV�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJLDQV�OLNH�WR�VD\��³EHOLHYHUV�
DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ´²FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�EH�DPRQJ�WKH�HOHFW��'LVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKHRORJ\�KDV�DUJXHG�IRU�
WKH�XQLTXH��QHZ�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�DV�D�UHJHQHUDWH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�WKXV�VWUXFWXUDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�,VUDHO�RI�ROG�
��ௗ2QH�KDV�RQO\�WR�WKLQN�RI�VXFK�ERRNV�DV�+DO�/LQGVH\��The Late Great Planet Earth��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��=RQGHUYDQ��
�������LGHP��There’s a New World Coming��6DQWD�$QD��&$��9LVLRQ���������7LP�/D+D\H�DQG�-HUU\�-HQNLQV��Left 
Behind: A Novel of the Earth’s Last Days��&DURO�6WUHDP��,/��7\QGDOH���������DQG�WKH�HQWLUH�³/HIW�%HKLQG´�VHULHV�
RI�ERRNV�DQG�PRYLHV�
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theology rejects a dispensational, premillennial eschatology for a variety of 
reasons but mainly because they believe that the land promise given to Israel 
LV�XOWLPDWHO\�IXO¿OOHG�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�WKH�GDZQLQJ�RI�WKH�QHZ�FUHDWLRQ��� 
)RU�RXU�SXUSRVHV�� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR�QRWH� WKDW� WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�GLV-
pensational and covenant theology on these points is directly related to their 
different understanding of the Israel-church relationship and thus how they 
UHODWH�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\�

/HW�XV�QRZ�EULHÀ\�GLVFXVV�VRPH�RI�WKH�YDULHWLHV�ZLWKLQ�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�
theology as described by the terms classic, revised, and progressive, and 
note how each one attempts to understand the relationships between the bib-
OLFDO�FRYHQDQWV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�,VUDHO�FKXUFK�GLVWLQFWLRQ�

CLASSIC DISPENSATIONALISM
At the heart of classic dispensational theology is a dualistic conception of 
UHGHPSWLRQ�OLQNHG�WR�*RG¶V�SXUVXLW�RI�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�SXUSRVHV��RQH�UHODWHG�WR�
heaven and one related to earth, and tied to two different groups of people, 
D�KHDYHQO\�DQG�DQ�HDUWKO\�KXPDQLW\��� In terms of God’s earthly purpose in 
redemption, it is God’s plan to redeem the creation from its curse and to 
JUDQW�LPPRUWDOLW\�WR�DQ�HDUWKO\�KXPDQLW\�ZKR�ZLOO�H[LVW�RQ�WKH�HDUWK�IRUHYHU��
7KLV�LPPRUWDO�HDUWKO\�KXPDQLW\�¿UVW�DSSHDUV�LQ�WKH�PLOOHQQLDO�DJH��,W�FRQVLVWV�
of those who are living on the earth when the Lord returns and reaches its 
FRPSOHWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QHZ�FUHDWLRQ��7KH\�ZLOO�QRW�H[SHULHQFH�D�¿QDO�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�
VLQFH�WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�H[SHULHQFH�GHDWK��EXW� WKH\�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR� OLYH�RQ�WKH�
HDUWK�IRUHYHU��%XW�DORQJVLGH�*RG¶V�HDUWKO\�SXUSRVH�LV�KLV�KHDYHQO\�SXUSRVH��
ZKLFK� LV�FHQWUHG�LQ�D�KHDYHQO\�KXPDQLW\��7KLV�KHDYHQO\�SHRSOH�FRQVLVW�RI�
all the redeemed from all dispensations (a transdispensational people) who 
KDYH�GLHG�SULRU�WR�&KULVW¶V�PLOOHQQLDO�UHWXUQ��7KH\�VWLOO�DZDLW�WKH�¿QDO�UHVXU-
UHFWLRQ�� DQG�ZKHQ� WKH\� DUH� UHVXUUHFWHG� WKH\�ZLOO� H[SHULHQFH� D� ³KHDYHQO\´�
LQKHULWDQFH���

&ODVVLF� GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV� DUH� DOVR� IDPRXV� IRU� GLYLGLQJ� UHGHPSWLYH�
KLVWRU\� LQWR� VHYHQ� GLIIHUHQW� GLVSHQVDWLRQV�� ,QQRFHQFH� �(GHQ��� &RQVFLHQFH�

��ௗ&RYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�KROGV�WR�D�YDULHW\�RI�PLOOHQQLDO�YLHZSRLQWV��UDQJLQJ�IURP�KLVWRULF�SUHPLOOHQQLDOLVP�WR�DPLO-
lennialism and postmillennialism, but dispensational theology always maintains a distinctive dispensational form 
RI�SUHPLOOHQQLDOLVP�WLHG�WR�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�,VUDHO�FKXUFK�UHODWLRQVKLS��)RU�D�KHOSIXO�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�FRY-
HQDQW�WKHRORJ\¶V�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�ODQG�SURPLVH��VHH�$QWKRQ\�$��+RHNHPD��The Bible and the Future��*UDQG�5DSLGV��
0,��(HUGPDQV��������
��ௗ6HH�%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´�����FI��3R\WKUHVV��Understanding Dispensationalists, 
��±���
��ௗ)RU�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKLV�SRLQW�VHH�/HZLV�6��&KDIHU��³'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´�Bibliotheca Sacra����
�����������±�����FI��%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´���±���
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�IDOO�WR�ÀRRG���+XPDQ�*RYHUQPHQW��1RDK�WR�%DEHO���3URPLVH��$EUDKDP�WR�
(J\SW���/DZ��0RVHV�WR�-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW���*UDFH��FKXUFK�DJH���DQG�.LQJGRP�
�PLOOHQQLXP�����7KH\�YLHZHG�WKHVH�GLVSHQVDWLRQV�DV�different arrangements 
XQGHU�ZKLFK�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�DUH�WHVWHG��$V�%ODLVLQJ�QRWHV�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�WKHVH�
GLIIHUHQW� GLVSHQVDWLRQV�� ³*RG� DUUDQJHG� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� RI� KXPDQNLQG� WR�
+LPVHOI� WR� WHVW� WKHLU�REHGLHQFH� WR�KLP�´�� In the early dispensations, God 
gave promises regarding earthly life, but we failed, due to our sin, to obtain 
WKHVH�SURPLVHV��7KH�SUHVHQW�GLVSHQVDWLRQ�RI� WKH�FKXUFK�LV� WKH�¿UVW�GLVSHQ-
VDWLRQ�WKDW�FOHDUO\�SUHVHQWV�*RG¶V�³KHDYHQO\´�SXUSRVH��DQG�DV�D�UHVXOW�� WKH�
FKXUFK��XQOLNH�SHRSOH�LQ�SUHYLRXV�GLVSHQVDWLRQV��LV�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�LW�LV�D�KHDY-
HQO\�SHRSOH�GHVWLQHG�IRU�DQ�HWHUQDO�LQKHULWDQFH�LQ�KHDYHQ��*LYHQ�WKLV�YLHZ�
of the church, classic dispensationalists argued that the church was a paren-
thesis in the history of God’s earthly purpose of redemption—an earthly 
SXUSRVH�ZKLFK�ZDV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�GLVSHQVDWLRQV�DQG�FRYHQDQWV��� 
In this sense, the primary purpose of the church as a heavenly people was to 
SXUVXH�VSLULWXDO�DQG�QRW�HDUWKO\�PDWWHUV�DQG�FRQFHUQV�

How did classic dispensationalists correlate the biblical covenants? 
6LPLODU�WR�DOO�IRUPV�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKHRORJ\��WKH\�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�IRXQ-
GDWLRQDO� FRYHQDQW� RI� 6FULSWXUH� LV� WKH�$EUDKDPLF� DQG� QRW� WKH�$GDPLF� �RU�
FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�FUHDWLRQ��� VLQFH� WKH\�GLG�QRW� UHFRJQLVH� VXFK�D�FRYHQDQW�� ,Q�
the Abrahamic covenant God’s earthly purpose was primarily revealed as 
involving physical descendants who would become a great nation in a spe-
FL¿F�ODQG��DQG�,VUDHO��DV�D�QDWLRQ�DQG�DV�WKH�RIIVSULQJ�RI�$EUDKDP��ZDV�JLYHQ�
WKH�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�RI�PHGLDWLQJ�*RG¶V�EOHVVLQJ�WR�WKH�*HQWLOH�QDWLRQV��&ODVVLF�
dispensationalists did not deny that one could interpret the Abrahamic cove-
nant spiritually �ZKLFK�WKH\�DUJXHG�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�GRHV�WR�UHYHDO�*RG¶V�
heavenly purpose), but they strongly asserted that in relation to Israel the 
$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW�ZDV�WR�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�³OLWHUDOO\�´�WKXV�VKRZLQJ�*RG¶V�
HDUO\� SXUSRVH� IRU� DQ� HDUWKO\� SHRSOH����7KH� VDPH�SRLQW� LV� DVVHUWHG� LQ� UHOD-
WLRQ�WR�WKH�RWKHU�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV��ZKLFK�ZHUH�DOO�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�³HDUWKO\´�
FRYHQDQWV��H�J���WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ��L�H���WKH�ODQG�SURPLVH�WR�,VUDHO��WKH�0RVDLF��
DQG�WKH�'DYLGLF�FRYHQDQWV���,QWHUHVWLQJO\��WKHLU�³OLWHUDO´�KHUPHQHXWLF��ZKHQ�

��ௗ6HH�6FR¿HOG�5HIHUHQFH�%LEOH��QRWH�RQ�*HQHVLV�������FI��3R\WKUHVV��Understanding Dispensationalists����±���
��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´����
��ௗ,ELG�������FI��3R\WKUHVV��Understanding Dispensationalists����±���
��ௗPoythress, Understanding Dispensationalists�� ���� QLFHO\� FDSWXUHV� FODVVLF� GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP� DW� WKLV� SRLQW��+H�
VD\V��³6FR¿HOG�LV�D��sic��QRW�D�SXUH�OLWHUDOLVW��EXW�D�OLWHUDOLVW�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�ZKDW�SHUWDLQV�WR�,VUDHO��7KH�GXDOLVP�RI�
Israel and the church is, in fact, the deeper dualism determining when and where the hermeneutical dualism of 
µOLWHUDO¶�DQG�µVSLULWXDO¶�LV�DSSOLHG�´
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DSSOLHG� WR� WKH� ³QHZ� FRYHQDQW´� RI� -HUHPLDK� ���� OHG� WKHP� WR� DI¿UP� WKDW� LW�
applied only to Israel and not�WR�WKH�FKXUFK��$V�WKHLU�DUJXPHQW�ZHQW��-HUHPLDK�
������FOHDUO\�VWDWHV�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LV�PDGH�³ZLWK�WKH�KRXVH�RI�,VUDHO�
DQG�ZLWK�WKH�KRXVH�RI�-XGDK�´�DQG�VLQFH�,VUDHO��DV�DQ�HDUWKO\�SHRSOH��LV�not the 
FKXUFK��LW�FDQQRW�DSSO\�WR�WKH�FKXUFK��:KDW�DERXW�ZKHQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�
DSSOLHV�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WR�WKH�FKXUFK��H�J���+HEUHZV��±���"�7KH\�DUJXHG�
that it must refer to an entirely different covenant, which, as critics rightly 
SRLQWHG�RXW��LV�D�GLI¿FXOW�YLHZ�WR�PDLQWDLQ�JLYHQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�WHDFK-
LQJ�DW�WKLV�SRLQW����8OWLPDWHO\��IRU�FODVVLF�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV��DOO�RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�
FRYHQDQWV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��¿QG� WKHLU� IXO¿OPHQW� LQ� DQ�HDUWKO\�
SHRSOH²¿UVW�LQ�WKH�PLOOHQQLXP�DQG�WKHQ�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�VWDWH²EXW�WKH\�GR�QRW�
DSSO\� WR� WKH� FKXUFK��7KH� QHZ� FRYHQDQW�� WKHQ��PXVW� QRW� EH� DSSOLHG� WR� WKH�
church other than in a spiritual or allegorical�VHQVH��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��WKH�ELEOLFDO�
covenants are tied to God’s earthly purpose for his earthly people and not to 
*RG¶V�KHDYHQO\�SXUSRVH�RU�SHRSOH�

7KLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�ZDV�DOVR�OLQNHG�WR�FODVVLF�
GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV¶�YLHZ�RI�WKH�NLQJGRP��&ODVVLF�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�IDPRXVO\�
PDGH�D�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�³NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ´��L�H���WKH�IXO¿OPHQW�RI�
WKH�FRYHQDQW�PDGH�WR�'DYLG��LQ�ZKLFK�*RG�SURPLVHG�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�NLQJ-
GRP�RI�KLV�6RQ��DQG�WKH�³NLQJGRP�RI�*RG´��L�H���WKH�PRUDO�UXOH�RI�*RG�LQ�
WKH�KHDUWV�RI�KLV�VXEMHFWV���7KH�NLQJGRP�RI�³KHDYHQ´�EHJLQV�WR�DSSHDU�ZLWK�
&KULVW��EXW�VLQFH�,VUDHO�UHMHFWHG�LW�LQLWLDOO\��WKH�SDUHQWKHVLV�DJH�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�
ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG��8OWLPDWHO\�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�³KHDYHQ´�ZLOO�FXOPLQDWH�LQ�WKH�
PLOOHQQLXP�DQG�WKH�¿QDO�VWDWH��ZKHUH�LW�PHUJHV�ZLWK�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�³*RG´�LQ�
WKH�KHDUWV�RI�KLV�HDUWKO\�SHRSOH����,QWHUHVWLQJO\��WKLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�³NLQJ-
GRP´�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�UHYLVHG�E\�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV�

REVISED DISPENSATIONALISM
Probably the greatest change that occurred within dispensationalism began 
LQ�WKH�����V�ZLWK�WKH�DEDQGRQPHQW�RI�WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�³HDUWKO\´�
DQG�³KHDYHQO\´�SHRSOHV�RI�*RG��$V�%ODLVLQJ�QRWHV��UHYLVHG�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO-
ists “did not believe that there would be an eternal distinction between one 
KXPDQLW\�LQ�KHDYHQ�DQG�DQRWKHU�RQ�WKH�QHZ�HDUWK�´�� In its place, they argued 

��ௗ6HH�%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´���±����2QH�KDV�RQO\�WR�QRWH�KRZ�-HVXV�DSSOLHV�WKH�QHZ�
FRYHQDQW�WR�KLV�GHDWK�DQG�WKXV�WR�WKH�FKXUFK��0DWW�������±����SDU����OHW�DORQH�WKH�ERRN�RI�+HEUHZV��+HEUHZV��±����
��ௗ)RU�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�NLQJGRP�DQG�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�LQ�FODVVLF�GLVSHQVDWLRQ-
DOLVP��VHH�%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´���±���
��ௗ,ELG������
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IRU�WZR�SHRSOHV�RI�*RG�DORQJ�PRUH�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�OLQHV��QDPHO\��³,VUDHO´�DV�
DQ�HWKQLF��QDWLRQDO�HQWLW\�WLHG�WR�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�RI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��DQG�WKH�
³FKXUFK´�DV�D�GLVWLQFW�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��SHRSOH�EHORQJHG�
to either one or the other, but not to both at the same time, and each group 
was “structured differently, with different dispensational prerogatives and 
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�´���5HYLVHG�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV�ZHUH�DOVR�TXLFN� WR�SRLQW�RXW�
that the salvation each group ultimately received was the same (thus avoid-
LQJ�WKH�FKDUJH�RI�WZR�SODQV�RI�VDOYDWLRQ���QDPHO\��HWHUQDO�OLIH�LQ�D�JORUL¿HG��
resurrection state, yet they maintained an eternal distinction between the two 
JURXSV��VLQFH�³WKH�FKXUFK�LV�DOZD\V�FKXUFK��,VUDHO�LV�DOZD\V�,VUDHO�´��

,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� UHYLVHG� GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV� VLPSOL¿HG� WKHLU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
RI�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQV�DFURVV�WLPH��(YHQ�WKRXJK�PRVW�UHWDLQHG�WKH�
classic understanding of seven dispensations, they primarily distinguished 
EHWZHHQ�*RG¶V�SXUSRVHV�LQ�WKH�GLVSHQVDWLRQV�SULRU�WR�JUDFH��L�H���SULRU�WR�WKH�
FKXUFK��� WKH�GLVSHQVDWLRQ�RI�JUDFH� �L�H��� WKH�FKXUFK�DJH���DQG� WKH�NLQJGRP�
YLHZHG�DV�WKH�PLOOHQQLDO�UHLJQ�RI�&KULVW�RQ�HDUWK��,Q�WKH�HUD�SULRU�WR�JUDFH��
*RG�ZRUNHG� WKURXJK� WKH� QDWLRQ� RI� ,VUDHO� WR� WKH�*HQWLOH� QDWLRQV��7KURXJK�
Israel, God achieved political, national, and spiritual purposes, but now in 
the church age, God’s purpose in and through the church is primarily spiri-
WXDO��(YHQ�WKRXJK�,VUDHO¶V�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK¶V�VSLULWXDO�H[SHULHQFHV�DUH�VLPLODU��
LW�LV�QRW�WKH�VDPH��WKH�FKXUFK�H[SHULHQFHV�WKH�TXDOLWDWLYHO\�new reality of the 
EDSWLVP�� VHDOLQJ�� DQG� SHUPDQHQW� LQGZHOOLQJ� RI� WKH� 6SLULW²VRPHWKLQJ� QRW�
H[SHULHQFHG�E\�,VUDHO�XQGHU�WKH�ROG�GLVSHQVDWLRQ��%XW�LW�LV�QRW�RQO\�LQ�VDOYD-
WLRQ�WKDW�ZH�VHH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK��LW�LV�DOVR�LQ�WHUPV�
of the nature of the church as a regenerate community in contrast to the 
³PL[HG´�FRPSRVLWLRQ��L�H���EHOLHYHUV�DQG�XQEHOLHYHUV��RI�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�,VUDHO��
,Q�DOO�WKHVH�ZD\V��UHYLVHG�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV�VSRNH�RI�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�
,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK��DQG�WKXV�WKH�GLVFRQWLQXLW\�LQ�*RG¶V�SODQ�RI�VDOYDWLRQ���

In regard to the biblical covenants there was also another crucial revision 
WKDW�WRRN�SODFH��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV¶�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�DQG�LWV�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�FKXUFK��$V�QRWHG�DERYH��LQ�
FODVVLF�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKRXJKW�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�SURSKHVLHG�LQ�-HUHPLDK����

��ௗ,ELG������
��ௗ,ELG��%HWZHHQ� UHYLVHG�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV� WKHUH�ZDV�D�GHEDWH�RYHU� WKH�SUHFLVH� ORFDWLRQ�RI� WKH�HWHUQDO� VWDWH��$��
0F&ODLQ��'��3HQWHFRVW��DQG�+��+R\W�DUJXHG�IRU�D�UHVXUUHFWHG��JORUL¿HG�VWDWH�RQ�HDUWK��ZKLOH�-��:DOYRRUG�DQG�&��
5\ULH�DUJXHG�IRU�WKDW�VWDWH�LQ�KHDYHQ�DQG�QRW�RQ�WKH�HDUWK�
��ௗ)RU�D�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�YLHZ�RI� WKH� ,VUDHO�FKXUFK� UHODWLRQ� VHH�5\ULH��Dispensationalism�����±�����DQG�6��'��
7RXVVDLQW��³,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�D�7UDGLWLRQDO�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVW�´�LQ�Three Central Issues in Contemporary 
Dispensationalism�����±����
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�DQG�LQ�,VDLDK�DQG�(]HNLHO��ZDV�HLWKHU�RQO\�IRU�,VUDHO�DV�D�QDWLRQDO��HWKQLF�
SHRSOH�DQG�WKXV�QRW�IRU�WKH�FKXUFK��RU�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�QHZ�FRYHQDQWV��RQH�
IRU�,VUDHO��H�J���-HUHPLDK�����DQG�RQH�IRU�WKH�FKXUFK��+HEUHZV��±�����7KH�
problem with this view is that it was virtually impossible to sustain bibli-
FDOO\��+RZ�GRHV�RQH�PDNH�VHQVH�RI�RXU�/RUG¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KLV�GHDWK�
DV�D�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��H�J���/XNH�������SDU����RU�WKH�ERRN�RI�
+HEUHZV��ZKLFK�FOHDUO\�DSSOLHV�-HUHPLDK����WR�WKH�FKXUFK"�,W�LV�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�
that revised dispensationalists rightly rejected the idea that the “new cove-
QDQW´�RI�-HUHPLDK�ZDV�QRW�IRU�WKH�FKXUFK��1R�GRXEW��WKH\�FRQWLQXHG�WR�PDLQ-
tain, along with their classic colleagues, that the Abrahamic covenant was 
the foundational covenant and that tied to it were the Mosaic, Palestinian 
�H�J���ODQG�SURPLVH���DQG�'DYLGLF�FRYHQDQWV��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��DV�
HDUWKO\��SROLWLFDO��DQG�QDWLRQDO�FRYHQDQWV��+RZHYHU��WKH\�QRZ�DGPLWWHG�WKDW�
WKH�FKXUFK�ZDV�WR�EH�YLHZHG�PLQLPDOO\�DV�WKH�³VSLULWXDO´�VHHG�RI�$EUDKDP�
�*DO������±�����DQG�WKDW�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW�ZDV�IXO¿OOHG�spiritually in 
WKH�FKXUFK�EHFDXVH�WKH�FKXUFK�LV�UHODWHG�WR�0HVVLDK�-HVXV��<HW�WKH\�VWUHQX-
RXVO\�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�QDWLRQDO��SROLWLFDO�WHUPV�RI�WKHVH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�FRY-
HQDQWV��SDUWLFXODUO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�ODQG�SURPLVH��KDG�WR�EH�IXO¿OOHG�LQ�
D�³OLWHUDO´�ZD\��L�H���,VUDHO�PXVW�UHFHLYH�KHU�ODQG�RQFH�DJDLQ�XQGHU�WKH�UXOH�
RI�&KULVW��WKH�'DYLGLF�.LQJ��LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�PLOOHQQLDO�DJH��7KH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�
covenants, then, are all unconditional, and it is God himself, in his Messiah, 
ZKR�ZRXOG�EULQJ�WKHP�WR�SDVV��%XW��DV�(OOLRW�-RKQVRQ�VD\V�

God does not replace Israel in accomplishing her share when Israel rejects 
+LP�������� 1RU� GRHV� *RG� reinterpret� ,VUDHO¶V� VKDUH� �������� 1RU� GRHV� *RG�
expand� WKRVH�ZKR� VKDUH� LQ� IXO¿OOPHQW� RI� ,VUDHO¶V� UROH� WHPSRUDULO\�ZKHQ�
,VUDHO�UHMHFWV�+LP��������5DWKHU��*RG�sets aside the nation temporarily and 
incorporates believing Gentiles along with a believing Jewish remnant to 
FRQWLQXH�WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI�WKH�6HUYDQW�XQWLO�+H�UHWXUQV�DV�WKH�6RQ�RI�'DYLG�
DQG�WKH�6RQ�RI�$EUDKDP�IRU�MXGJPHQW�DQG�UXOH��That ministry is based on 
the provisions of the new covenant received by faith in the provision of 
&KULVW��������7KLV�VHWWLQJ�DVLGH�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ�VHUYDQW�FUHDWHV�WKH�GLVFRQWLQXLW\�
LQ�WKH�IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�FRYHQDQW�DJUHHPHQWV�ZLWK�,VUDHO���

In a similar fashion, as Blaising summarises, proponents of revised dis-
SHQVDWLRQDOLVP�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�³ZDV�EHLQJ�IXO¿OOHG�spiritually 
LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�WRGD\´�EXW�WKLV�GLG�QRW�SUHFOXGH�WKDW�³,VUDHO�ZRXOG�H[SHULHQFH�

��ௗ(OOLRWW�(��-RKQVRQ��³&RYHQDQWV� LQ�7UDGLWLRQDO�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´� LQ�Three Central Issues in Contemporary 
Dispensationalism�������HPSKDVLV�PLQH��

Kingdom through Covenant.514647.i06.indd   48 5/31/12   2:06 PM



Covenants in Biblical-Theological Systems: Dispensational and Covenant Theology௑��

the national and political aspects (the earthly features) of the covenant in 
WKH�IXWXUH�´�� which, as we shall note below, distinguishes this view sharply 
IURP�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�,VUDHO�FKXUFK�UHODWLRQVKLS�

7KLV�UHYLVHG�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�ZDV�DQ�LPSRU-
tant change which eventually led to the church being viewed as “standing 
in the line of a historical�IXO¿OPHQW�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�SURPLVH�WR�,VUDHO´�� 
DQG�QRW�PHUHO\�DV�D�SDUHQWKHVLV� LQ�WKH�SODQ�RI�*RG��,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� LQ� WKLV�
change, dispensationalists were moving slightly closer to covenant the-
RORJ\¶V� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� ,VUDHO�FKXUFK� UHODWLRQVKLS� H[FHSW� WKDW� WKH\�
PDLQWDLQHG�WKDW�,VUDHO��DV�D�QDWLRQDO��HWKQLF�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�VWLOO�H[SHULHQFH�
*RG¶V�SURPLVHV�WR�KHU�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VSHFL¿F�ODQG�SURPLVHV�WKDW�KDG�QRW�\HW�
EHHQ�UHDOLVHG� LQ� WKHLU� IXOOQHVV��7KXV�� LQ� WKLV� UHYLVHG� WUDMHFWRU\��GLVSHQVD-
WLRQDOLVWV�ZHUH�QRZ�DEOH�WR�VSHDN�RI�WKH�IXO¿OPHQW�RI�WKH�SURPLVHV�PDGH�
WR�,VUDHO�LQ�D�³OLWHUDO´�ZD\��ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�DSSO\LQJ�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�
DQG�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�D�³VSLULWXDO´�ZD\�RU�IXO¿OPHQW��,W�LV�DW�
this point that we see one of the sharpest disagreements between dispen-
VDWLRQDO�DQG�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��)RU�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP��*RG¶V�SURPLVH�WR�
,VUDHO�DV�DQ�HWKQLF��QDWLRQDO�HQWLW\�LQYROYHV�D�³OLWHUDO´�ODQG�SURPLVH�ZKLFK�
LV�IXO¿OOHG�RQO\�E\�*RG�JLYLQJ�WR�WKLV�QDWLRQ�D�VSHFL¿F�ODQG�LQ�WKH�PLOOHQ-
QLDO� DJH�DQG�EH\RQG��)RU�FRYHQDQW� WKHRORJ\��JLYHQ� WKHLU�YLHZ� WKDW� WKHUH�
is much more continuity�EHWZHHQ�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK��L�H���,VUDHO�LV�WKH�
church and the church is the new Israel, the promise of land to Israel is also 
D�SURPLVH�RI�ODQG�WR�WKH�FKXUFK��ZKLFK�LV�QRZ�IXO¿OOHG�HLWKHU�VSLULWXDOO\�LQ�
terms of our eternal inheritance, or more commonly today, typologically 
LQ�WKH�QHZ�FUHDWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�QRZ�³DOUHDG\´�KHUH�LQ�&KULVW��EXW�ZKLFK�VWLOO�
DZDLWV�WKH�³QRW�\HW�´

)LQDOO\�� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR� PHQWLRQ� KRZ� UHYLVHG� GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV�
PRGL¿HG� WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� WKH�³NLQJGRP´�ZLWK� UHVSHFW� WR� WKHLU� FODV-
VLF�FROOHDJXHV��7KH�FODVVLF�YLHZ�KDG�PDGH�D�VKDUS�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
³NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ´��L�H���HDUWKO\�NLQJGRP��DQG�WKH�³NLQJGRP�RI�*RG´��L�H���
WKH�VSLULWXDO��PRUDO�UXOH�LQ�*RG¶V�SHRSOH���+RZHYHU��GXH�WR�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�
*HRUJH�/DGG��WKH�FODVVLF�GLVWLQFWLRQ�ZDV�GURSSHG��(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKHUH�ZHUH�D�
QXPEHU�RI�DOWHUQDWLYH�NLQJGRP�YLHZV�SURSRVHG��PRVW�EHJDQ�WR�WDON�LQ�WHUPV�
RI�WKH�³XQLYHUVDO´�NLQJGRP��L�H���*RG¶V�VRYHUHLJQW\�RYHU�DOO�WKLQJV��DQG�WKH�
³PHGLDWRULDO´�NLQJGRP��L�H���*RG¶V�UXOH�RYHU�WKH�HDUWK�WKURXJK�D�*RG�FKRVHQ�

��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´����
��ௗ,ELG�����
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PHGLDWRU�VXFK�DV� WKH�'DYLGLF�NLQJV�DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�FXOPLQDWLQJ�LQ�&KULVW���
,Q�WHUPV�RI�WKH�ODWWHU�NLQJGRP��PRVW�DUJXHG�WKDW�VLQFH�&KULVW�ZDV�QRW�SUHV-
HQWO\�RQ�HDUWK��WKH�PHGLDWRULDO�NLQJGRP�ZLOO�DSSHDU�DJDLQ�RQO\�ZKHQ�&KULVW�
returns, and after the millennial reign we will see the universal and media-
WRULDO�NLQJGRPV�EHFRPH�RQH��+RZHYHU��&KDUOHV�5\ULH�DQG�-RKQ�:DOYRRUG�
EHJDQ�WR�VSHDN�RI�D�spiritual�NLQJGRP�LQ�WKLV�SUHVHQW�GLVSHQVDWLRQ��L�H���WKH�
UXOH� RI�&KULVW� RYHU� EHOLHYHUV� WRGD\� LQ� WKH� FKXUFK�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKH� SROLWL-
FDO��QDWLRQDO��DQG�HDUWKO\�IXO¿OPHQW�RI�WKH�'DYLGLF�NLQJGRP�LV�QRW�UHDOLVHG�
XQWLO�&KULVW�UHWXUQV��� As Blaising notes, this was an important revision, since 
WKLV�DOORZV�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV�WR�QRZ�EHJLQ�WR�GH¿QH�³&KULVW¶V�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�
FKXUFK�DV�D�NLQJGRP�´���VRPHWKLQJ�QRW�GRQH�E\�SUHYLRXV�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV��
It is this last revision which has paved the way for a further revision within 
WKH�PRYHPHQW��D�YLHZ�WR�ZKLFK�ZH�QRZ�WXUQ�

PROGRESSIVE DISPENSATIONALISM
,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�GXDOLVP�RI�³FODVVLF´�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKRXJKW�DQG�WKH�VKDUS�
VHSDUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�IURP�,VUDHO�RI�³UHYLVHG´�WKRXJKW��SURJUHVVLYH�GLV-
pensational theology argues that the church is more organically related to 
*RG¶V� RQH� SODQ� RI� UHGHPSWLRQ��7KH� DSSHDUDQFH� RI� WKH� FKXUFK�� GXH� WR� WKH�
FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW��GRHV�QRW�VLJQDO�D�VHFRQGDU\�UHGHPSWLRQ�SODQ��HLWKHU�WR�EH�
IXO¿OOHG�LQ�KHDYHQ�DSDUW�IURP�WKH�QHZ�HDUWK�RU�LQ�D�FODVV�RI�-HZV�DQG�*HQWLOHV�
ZKR�DUH�IRUHYHU�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�IURP�WKH�UHVW�RI�UHGHHPHG�KXPDQLW\��� Instead 
the church today is a revelation of spiritual blessings which all of God’s 
people throughout the ages will share while preserving their distinctive eth-
QLF�DQG�QDWLRQDO�GLIIHUHQFHV�

7KH�WHUP�³SURJUHVVLYH´�LV�XVHG�E\�LWV�DGYRFDWHV�LQ�WKH�SURJUHVVLYH�UHY-
HODWLRQ�VHQVH��L�H���WR�XQGHUVFRUH�WKH�XQIROGLQJ�QDWXUH�RI�*RG¶V�SODQ�DQG�WKH�
successive (not different) arrangements of the various dispensations as they 
XOWLPDWHO\� FXOPLQDWH� LQ�&KULVW�� ,Q� WKLV�ZD\�� SURJUHVVLYH� GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV�
stress the continuity of God’s plan across redemptive-history, and in this 
regard, they are much closer to how covenant theology understands the 
XQIROGLQJ� QDWXUH� RI� *RG¶V� SODQ�� \HW� ZLWK� LPSRUWDQW� GLIIHUHQFHV�� %ODLVLQJ�
GHVFULEHV�LW�WKLV�ZD\�

��ௗ)RU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�E\�5\ULH��VHH�Dispensationalism�����±�����DQG�IRU�:DOYRRUG�VHH�-RKQ�)��:DOYRRUG��³%LEOLFDO�
.LQJGRPV�&RPSDUHG�DQG�&RQWUDVWHG�´�LQ�Issues in Dispensationalism����±���
��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´����
��ௗ6HH�LELG�����±����&I��-��/DQLHU�%XUQV��³,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�D�3URJUHVVLYH�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVW�´�LQ�Three Cen-
tral Issues in Contemporary Dispensationalism�����±����
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7KH�SODQ�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�KDV�GLIIHUHQW�DVSHFWV�WR�LW��2QH�GLVSHQVDWLRQ�PD\�
HPSKDVL]H� RQH� DVSHFW�PRUH� WKDQ� DQRWKHU�� IRU� H[DPSOH� WKH� HPSKDVLV� RQ�
divinely directed political affairs in the past dispensation and the empha-
VLV�RQ�PXOWL�HWKQLF�VSLULWXDO�LGHQWLW\�LQ�&KULVW�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�GLVSHQVDWLRQ��
But all these dispensations point to a future culmination in which God 
will both politically administer Israel and the Gentile nations and indwell 
DOO� RI� WKHP� HTXDOO\� �ZLWKRXW� HWKQLF� GLVWLQFWLRQV�� E\� WKH� +RO\� 6SLULW��
&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKH�GLVSHQVDWLRQV�progress by revealing different aspects of 
WKH�¿QDO�XQL¿HG�UHGHPSWLRQ���

+RZHYHU�� SURJUHVVLYHV� DUH� TXLFN� WR�SRLQW� RXW�� LQ� FRQWUDVW� WR�PXFK�RI�
covenant theology, that as one moves across redemptive-history there is a 
“qualitative�SURJUHVVLRQ� LQ� WKH�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�JUDFH´�ZKLFK�XQGHUVFRUHV�
a fundamental discontinuity� LQ�*RG¶V� UHGHPSWLYH� SODQ���� 7KDW� LV� ZK\� WKH�
GLVSHQVDWLRQV� DUH� ³QRW� VLPSO\�GLIIHUHQW�KLVWRULFDO� H[SUHVVLRQV�RI� WKH� same 
H[SHULHQFH� RI� UHGHPSWLRQ� �DV� LQ� VRPH� IRUPV� RI� FRYHQDQWDOLVP��� DOWKRXJK�
WKH\�GR�OHDG�WR�DQG�FXOPLQDWH�LQ�RQH�UHGHPSWLRQ�SODQ�´���7KLV�LV�DOVR�ZK\�
progressives continue to view the church as a new entity in God’s unfolding 
plan and hence different from Israel but not new as previous dispensational-
LVWV�WKRXJKW��%ODLVLQJ�FRPPHQWV�

Earlier dispensationalists viewed the church as a completely different 
NLQG�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�IURP�WKDW�ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�UHYHDOHG�EHIRUH�RU�ZRXOG�EH�
UHYHDOHG�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��7KH�FKXUFK�WKHQ�KDG�LWV�RZQ�IXWXUH�VHSDUDWH�IURP�WKH�
redemption promised to Jews and Gentiles in the past and future dispensa-
WLRQV��3URJUHVVLYH�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV��KRZHYHU��ZKLOH�VHHLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�DV�
a new manifestation of grace, believe that this grace is precisely in keeping 
with� WKH�SURPLVHV�RI� WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�SURPLVHV�RI� WKH�
QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LQ�,VDLDK��-HUHPLDK��DQG�(]HNLHO��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�WKHVH�EOHVVLQJV�
have been inaugurated in the church distinguishes the church from Jews 
DQG�*HQWLOHV�RI� WKH�SDVW�GLVSHQVDWLRQ��%XW��RQO\�some of those blessings 
KDYH�EHHQ�LQDXJXUDWHG��&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKH�FKXUFK�VKRXOG�EH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�
IURP�WKH�QH[W�GLVSHQVDWLRQ� LQ�ZKLFK�all of the blessings will not just be 
LQDXJXUDWHG��EXW�FRPSOHWHO\�IXO¿OOHG��ZKLFK�IXO¿OOPHQW�ZLOO�EH�JUDQWHG�WR�
WKH�VDLQWV�RI�DOO�GLVSHQVDWLRQV�WKURXJK�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHDG����

)RU� SURJUHVVLYHV�� WKHQ�� WKH� FKXUFK� VKRXOG� EH� YLHZHG� LQ� OLJKW� RI� LWV�
SODFH�LQ�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\��,W�LV�not�WKH�VDPH�DV�,VUDHO�SULRU�WR�&KULVW��LW�LV�

��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´����
��ௗ,ELG�������HPSKDVLV�PLQH��
��ௗ,ELG�
��ௗ,ELG������
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something new��,W�LV�WLHG�WR�WKLV�GLVSHQVDWLRQ��QDPHO\��WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW��
DQG�LW�LV�FRPSULVHG�RI�ERWK�UHGHHPHG�-HZV�DQG�UHGHHPHG�*HQWLOHV��<HW�HYHQ�
WKRXJK�LQ�WKLV�³QHZ�PDQ´��(SK���������WKH�FKXUFK��WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�SHRSOH�
of God and as such there is no distinction in the salvation blessings they 
UHFHLYH��*RG¶V�VSHFL¿F�SURPLVHV�WR�WKH�QDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO�FHQWUHG�RQ�WKH�ODQG�
are not QXOOL¿HG��7KH�SURSKHWLF�SURPLVHV�JLYHQ�WR�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�*HQWLOHV�ZLOO�
EH�UHDOLVHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�HDFK�SHUVRQ¶V�QDWLRQDO�LGHQWLWLHV��6R��IRU�H[DPSOH��
D�-HZLVK�&KULVWLDQ�WRGD\��ZKR�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�DORQJVLGH�*HQWLOH�
EHOLHYHUV�� GRHV� QRW� ORVH� KLV� UHODWLRQVKLS� WR� ,VUDHO¶V� IXWXUH� SURPLVHV�� %RWK�
Jews and Gentiles, now and in the future, share the same salvation blessings, 
but “the same redeemed Jews and Gentiles will be directed and governed 
E\� -HVXV�&KULVW� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKHLU� GLIIHUHQW� QDWLRQDOLWLHV�´�� tied to God’s 
SURPLVHV� WR� HDFK� QDWLRQDOLW\�� ,Q� WKLV�ZD\�� SURJUHVVLYHV� SUHVHUYH� WKH�1HZ�
7HVWDPHQW�HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�RQH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�DJHV�DQG�WKH�
RQH�SODQ�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�FHQWUHG�LQ�&KULVW��EXW�DOVR�WKH�IXO¿OPHQW�RI�WKH�³OLW-
HUDO´�SURPLVH�RI�ODQG�WR�WKH�QDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�DJH�

Interestingly, progressives, in order to support these differences from 
previous dispensationalists, began to argue that typology is more than 
PHUHO\�D�³VSLULWXDO´�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ����6LPLODU�WR�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��W\SRORJ\�
was viewed as that which “refers to patterns of resemblance between per-
VRQV�DQG�HYHQWV�LQ�HDUOLHU�KLVWRU\�WR�SHUVRQV�DQG�HYHQWV�LQ�ODWWHU�KLVWRU\�´�� 
7KXV��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�'DYLGLF�NLQJGRP�FDQ�VHUYH�DV�D�W\SH�RI�WKH�IXWXUH��
HVFKDWRORJLFDO�NLQJGRP��RU�WKH�QDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO�DV�D�W\SH�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��%\�
moving in this direction, progressives were able to avoid such a sharp dis-
tinction between dispensations and see much more of the progressive, suc-
FHVVLYH��XQL¿HG�XQIROGLQJ�RI�*RG¶V�UHGHPSWLYH�SODQ�

How does all of this relate to the biblical covenants? Progressive dis-
SHQVDWLRQDOLVWV�ZDQW� WR� WDNH�VHULRXVO\� WKH�XQIROGLQJ��RUJDQLF�QDWXUH�RI� WKH�
ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�DV�WKH\�OHDG�WR�&KULVW��6LPLODU�WR�HDUOLHU�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO-
ists, they argue that the Abrahamic covenant, in all of its diverse dimen-
VLRQV��QDWLRQDO�DQG�VSLULWXDO��LV�IRXQGDWLRQDO�WR�DOO�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV��� 

��ௗLELG������
��ௗ6HH� LELG��� ��±���� 2OGHU� GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV� HTXDWHG� W\SRORJ\� ZLWK� VSLULWXDO� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�� %ODLVLQJ� JLYHV� WKH�
H[DPSOH�RI�KRZ�RLO�ZDV�WKRXJKW�WR�EH�D�W\SH�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�LQ�WKDW�WKH�³RLO´�ZDV�V\PEROLF�RI�WKH�6SLULW��+RZ-
ever, older dispensationalists did not view typology as a divine planned and purposed “person, event, or institu-
WLRQ´�ZKLFK�SRLQWHG�EH\RQG�LWVHOI�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�JUHDWHU�LQ�*RG¶V�XQIROGLQJ�SODQ�DQG�ZKLFK�RYHU�WLPH�FDPH�WR�EH�
UHFRJQLVHG�DV�VXFK�
��ௗ,ELG������
��ௗ6HH� &UDLJ�$�� %ODLVLQJ�� ³7KH� 6WUXFWXUH� RI� %LEOLFDO� &RYHQDQWV�� 7KH� &RYHQDQWV� 3ULRU� WR� &KULVW�´� LQ� %ODLVLQJ�
DQG�%RFN��Progressive Dispensationalism����±�����FI��(XJHQH�+��0HUULOO�� ³7KH�&RYHQDQW�ZLWK�$EUDKDP��7KH�
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It is through the Abrahamic promise that we learn of God’s promise to bless 
DOO�OLIH�RQ�HDUWK��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�QDWLRQV��)ROORZLQJ�D�IDLUO\�VWDQGDUG�ZD\�RI�
WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�FRYHQDQWV�WRGD\��EDVHG�RQ�FRYHQDQW�SDWWHUQV�IURP�WKH�DQFLHQW�
1HDU�(DVW��%ODLVLQJ�LQWHUSUHWV�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW�DV�D�³UR\DO�JUDQW´�RU�
XQFRQGLWLRQDO�FRYHQDQW�LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�D�ELODWHUDO�RU�FRQGLWLRQDO�FRYHQDQW��� 
Even though Abraham is required to obey God and his obedience functions 
“as the means�E\�ZKLFK�KH�H[SHULHQFHV�*RG¶V�EOHVVLQJ´�� and the commands 
to Abraham “condition the how and the when�RI�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�´�� God’s prom-
LVH� LV�JXDUDQWHHG��³XQFRQGLWLRQDO´�� LQ� WKH�VHQVH� WKDW�*RG�KDV�SURPLVHG� WR�
WDNH�WKH�LQLWLDWLYH�XQLODWHUDOO\�WR�EOHVV�WKH�QDWLRQV�E\�UHVROYLQJ�WKH�SUREOHP�
RI�KXPDQ�VLQ�

Additionally, given the foundational nature of the Abrahamic cove-
QDQW��DOO�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�PXVW�EH�YLHZHG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�LW��*RG¶V�EOHVVLQJ�
and the mediation of that blessing is passed to Abraham’s descendants as 
WKH\� DUH� FKRVHQ�E\�*RG� WR� LQKHULW� WKH� FRYHQDQW�� ,Q� WKH�0RVDLF� FRYHQDQW��
which Blaising views, along with much of contemporary scholarship, as 
D�³ELODWHUDO´�RU�³FRQGLWLRQDO´�FRYHQDQW��D�QHZ�GLVSHQVDWLRQ�IRU�EOHVVLQJ�LV�
HVWDEOLVKHG����7KH�GHVFHQGDQWV�RI�$EUDKDP�WKURXJK�,VDDF�DQG�-DFRE�DUH�FRQ-
stituted as a nation, a nation which is to function as the means by which the 
EOHVVLQJ�RI�*RG�LV�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�QDWLRQV��+RZHYHU��JLYHQ�WKH�ELODWHUDO�QDWXUH�
RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�,VUDHO�WR�EUHDN�WKH�FRYHQDQW�E\�WKHLU�GLV-

.H\VWRQH�RI�%LEOLFDO�$UFKLWHFWXUH�´�Journal of Dispensational Theology�������������±����'DUUHOO�/��%RFN��³&RY-
HQDQWV�LQ�3URJUHVVLYH�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´�LQ�Three Crucial Issues in Contemporary Dispensationalism�����±�����
Blaising begins his analysis of the structure of the biblical covenants with the Noahic covenant although recog-
QLVLQJ�WKH�OLQNV�WR�WKH�GLYLQH�LQWHQWLRQV�LQ�*HQHVLV��±���³6WUXFWXUH�RI�%LEOLFDO�&RYHQDQWV�´����±������+RZHYHU��
0HUULOO�GRHV�UHFRJQLVH�DQ�$GDPLF�FRYHQDQW�LQ�*HQHVLV�����±����6HH�(XJHQH�+��0HUULOO��Everlasting Dominion: A 
Theology of the Old Testament��1DVKYLOOH��%	+������������±�����DQG�LGHP��³&RYHQDQW�DQG�WKH�.LQJGRP��*HQHVLV�
�±��DV�)RXQGDWLRQ�IRU�%LEOLFDO�7KHRORJ\�´�Criswell Theological Review����������������±����
��ௗ$�³UR\DO�JUDQW´� FRYHQDQW� LV� DQ� ³XQFRQGLWLRQDO´�RU� ³XQLODWHUDO´� FRYHQDQW��7KH�NLQJ�HQWHUV� LQWR� D� UHODWLRQVKLS�
ZLWK�KLV�VXEMHFWV�DQG�JXDUDQWHHV�D�FHUWDLQ�JLIW�WR�KLV�VXEMHFWV�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WKH\�REH\��,Q�FRQWUDVW��
D�³ELODWHUDO´�RU�³FRQGLWLRQDO�FRYHQDQW´� LV�D�FRYHQDQW�VLPLODU� WR� WKH�VX]HUDLQ�YDVVDO� WUHDWLHV�RI� WKH�DQFLHQW�1HDU�
(DVW��,Q�VXFK�DQ�DUUDQJHPHQW�WKH�VX]HUDLQ�RU�NLQJ�HQWHUV�LQWR�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLV�YDVVDOV�RU�VXEMHFWV��7KH�NLQJ�
SURPLVHV�FHUWDLQ�WKLQJV�WR�WKH�VXEMHFWV�DQG�WKH�VXEMHFWV�LQ�UHWXUQ�SURPLVH�WR�REH\�WKH�WHUPV�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��7KH\�
DOVR�DJUHH�WKDW�LI�WKH\�GLVREH\�WKH�NLQJ��WKH�NLQJ�KDV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�EULQJ�SXQLVKPHQW�XSRQ�WKHP��EXW�LI�WKH\�REH\��
WKHQ�WKH�NLQJ�PXVW�NHHS�KLV�SURPLVHV�WR�WKHP��0HUULOO�DOVR�LGHQWL¿HV�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW�DV�D�UR\DO�JUDQW��VHH�
Everlasting Dominion�������LGHP��³&RYHQDQW�ZLWK�$EUDKDP�´����)RU�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKHVH�YDULRXV�
NLQGV�RI�FRYHQDQWV�VHH�3DXO�5��:LOOLDPVRQ��Sealed with an Oath: Covenant in God’s Unfolding Purpose��16%7�
����'RZQHUV�*URYH��,/��,QWHU9DUVLW\�3UHVV�����������±����0HUHGLWK�*��.OLQH��The Structure of Biblical Authority 
�*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��(HUGPDQV���������FI��*HRUJH�(��0HQGHQKDOO��Law and Covenant in Israel and the Ancient Near 
East��3LWWVEXUJK��7KH�%LEOLFDO�&ROORTXLXP��������
��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³6WUXFWXUH�RI�%LEOLFDO�&RYHQDQWV�´������6HH�DOVR�0HUULOO��³&RYHQDQW�ZLWK�$EUDKDP�´���±���
��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³6WUXFWXUH�RI�%LEOLFDO�&RYHQDQWV�´�����
��ௗ$�³ELODWHUDO´�FRYHQDQW�LV�D�FRYHQDQW�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�VX]HUDLQ�YDVVDO�WUHDWLHV�RI�WKH�DQFLHQW�1HDU�(DVW��,Q�VXFK�DQ�
DUUDQJHPHQW�WKH�VX]HUDLQ�RU�NLQJ�HQWHUV�LQWR�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLV�YDVVDOV�RU�VXEMHFWV��7KH�NLQJ�SURPLVHV�FHUWDLQ�
WKLQJV�WR�WKH�VXEMHFWV��DQG�WKH�VXEMHFWV�LQ�UHWXUQ�SURPLVH�WR�REH\�WKH�WHUPV�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��,I�WKH\�GLVREH\��WKH�NLQJ�
ZLOO�EULQJ�SXQLVKPHQW�XSRQ�WKHP��EXW�LI�WKH\�REH\��WKHQ�KH�SURPLVHV�WR�NHHS�KLV�VLGH�RI�WKH�EDUJDLQ�DQG�EOHVV�WKHP��
,Q�FRQWUDVW��D�JUDQW�FRYHQDQW�LV�DQ�XQFRQGLWLRQDO�FRYHQDQW�LQ�WKDW�WKH�NLQJ�JXDUDQWHHV�D�FHUWDLQ�JLIW�WR�KLV�VXEMHFWV�
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WKH\�REH\�
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obedience and thus come under the covenant’s curse, which, unfortunately, 
LV�ZKDW�RFFXUUHG�LQ�KLVWRU\�DQG�LV�ZKDW�OHG�WR�WKH�H[LOH��<HW��,VUDHO¶V�GLVREH-
dience did not overturn God’s unilateral promise found in the Abrahamic 
FRYHQDQW�WR�EOHVV�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��$V�%ODLVLQJ�QRWHV��³7KH�0RVDLF�FRYHQDQW�
LV�GHSHQGHQW�XSRQ�LW�>WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW@��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�HYHQ�WKRXJK�
a certain generation (or generations) fails the terms of the Mosaic covenant 
DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�WKH�FXUVH�LQVWHDG�RI�WKH�EOHVVLQJ��WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�VWLOO�H[LVWV�
for a renewed offer of blessing to that generation or later descendants of 
$EUDKDP�´�� which is precisely what occurs in the later biblical covenants, 
HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�

8QGHU� WKH�'DYLGLF�FRYHQDQW��ZKLFK�%ODLVLQJ� LQWHUSUHWV�� VLPLODU� WR� WKH�
Abrahamic, as a royal grant covenant, “the role of mediating blessing was 
SROLWLFDOO\�UHVWUXFWXUHG�DV�D�IXQFWLRQ�RI� WKH�'DYLGLF�NLQJ��$�FRYHQDQW�ZDV�
made with David to bless him and his son(s) with rulership over Israel and 
the rest of the nations, an intimate and blessed relationship with God, and 
the mediation (even priestly mediation) of blessing to Israel and to all peo-
SOHV�DQG�QDWLRQV�´���%XW�JLYHQ�WKH�IDLOXUH�RI�WKH�'DYLGLF�NLQJV��WKH�SURSKHWV�
ORRNHG�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�D�QHZ�GLVSHQVDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�D�QHZ�FRY-
enant would replace the Mosaic and would bring the Abrahamic blessing to 
LWV�XOWLPDWH�FRQVXPPDWLRQ�

In this new covenant, then, God would bring about full forgiveness of 
VLQ��WKH�JLYLQJ�RI�WKH�6SLULW��DQG�D�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�FXO-
PLQDWLQJ�LQ�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�OLIH��,W�LV�WKLV�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�ZKLFK�-HVXV�KDV�LQDXJX-
UDWHG�LQ�KLV�FURVV�ZRUN�IRU�XV��+RZHYHU��QRW�DOO�WKH�SURPLVHV�DQG�EOHVVLQJV�
RI�WKDW�FRYHQDQW�KDYH�EHHQ�IXOO\�UHDOL]HG�LQ�&KULVW¶V�¿UVW�FRPLQJ�DQG�WKXV�
LW�PXVW�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�³DOUHDG\±QRW�\HW´�WHQVLRQ��$V�%ODLVLQJ�
QRWHV��³7KHUH�DUH�IHDWXUHV�SURPLVHG�LQ�WKDW�FRYHQDQW�ZKRVH�IXO¿OOPHQW�KDV�
EHHQ�GHOD\HG�XQWLO�WKH�UHWXUQ�RI�&KULVW��VXFK�DV�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DQG�WHUULWRULDO�
SURPLVHV� LQ�-HU������������DQG�(]HN��������DQG��������´�� But since these 
ODWWHU�IHDWXUHV��VSHFL¿FDOO\�,VUDHO¶V�ODQG�SURPLVH��JR�EDFN�WR�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�
FRYHQDQW��WKH\�VWLOO�DZDLW�WKHLU�IXO¿OPHQW�ZKHQ�&KULVW�UHWXUQV��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��
the new covenant should be viewed as “the form in which the Abrahamic 
FRYHQDQW� KDV� EHHQ� LQDXJXUDWHG� LQ� WKLV� GLVSHQVDWLRQ�� DQG� ZLOO� EH� IXO¿OOHG�

��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³6WUXFWXUH�RI�%LEOLFDO�&RYHQDQWV�´�����
��ௗ,ELG��������)RU�D�GHWDLOHG�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�'DYLGLF�FRYHQDQW�DQG�NLQJGRP�SURPLVH��VHH�'DUUHOO�/��%RFN��³&XU-
UHQW�0HVVLDQLF�$FWLYLW\�DQG�27�'DYLGLF�3URPLVH��'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP��+HUPHQHXWLFV��DQG�17�)XO¿OOPHQW�´�Trinity 
Journal��������������±���
��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³6WUXFWXUH�RI�%LEOLFDO�&RYHQDQWV�´�����
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LQ�IXOO�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�´�� But the present form of the new covenant does not 
H[KDXVW� WKH�$EUDKDPLF� SURPLVHV� ZKLFK� VWLOO� DZDLW� WKHLU� IXO¿OPHQW� LQ� WKH�
IXWXUH��ZKHQ�WKH�VSHFL¿F�QDWLRQDO�SURPLVHV�WR�,VUDHO�DUH�¿QDOO\�UHDOL]HG���

,Q�UHJDUG�WR�KRZ�SURJUHVVLYHV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�NLQJGRP�DQG�LWV�UHODWLRQ�
to the covenants there is a lot of similarity, as we will note below, with 
FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��)RU�RQH�WKLQJ��WKHUH�LV�QR�PDMRU�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
WHUPV�³NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ´�DQG�³NLQJGRP�RI�*RG�´�)XUWKHU�� DV�%ODLVLQJ�
notes, in contrast to earlier forms of dispensationalism, “Instead of divid-
LQJ�XS�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�IHDWXUHV�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�LQWR�VHOI�FRQWDLQHG�µNLQJGRPV�¶�
SURJUHVVLYH� GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV� VHH� RQH� SURPLVHG� HVFKDWRORJLFDO� NLQJGRP�
ZKLFK�KDV�ERWK�VSLULWXDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�GLPHQVLRQV�´���)RU�SURJUHVVLYHV�WKH�
VWUHVV�LV�RQ�WKH�HWHUQDO�NLQJGRP�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DOO�SUHYLRXV�IRUPV�RI�LW�
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�PLOOHQQLDO�NLQJGRP��<HW��XQOLNH�PRVW�SURSRQHQWV�RI�FRYHQDQW�
theology, progressive dispensationalists view the future consummation of 
WKH�NLQJGRP��L�H��� WKH�³QRW�\HW´�DVSHFW�RI� WKH�NLQJGRP��DV�EULQJLQJ�DERXW�
WKH�VSHFL¿F�SURPLVHV�WR�,VUDHO�DV�D�QDWLRQ�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�KHU�LQKHULWDQFH�RI�WKH�
ODQG��¿UVW�LQ�WKH�PLOOHQQLXP�DQG�WKHQ�FRQWLQXLQJ�LQ�WKH�HWHUQDO�VWDWH��,W�LV�
RQO\�ZKHQ�WKLV�WDNHV�SODFH�WKDW�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW�LV�WUXO\�DQG�IXOO\�
UHDOL]HG�DQG�DFKLHYHG�

SUMMARY OF DISPENSATIONALISM AND ITS VARIETIES
Over the years there has been quite a bit of development within dispensa-
WLRQDO�WKHRORJ\��DQG�LQ�RXU�YLHZ��IRU�WKH�EHWWHU��$Q\�WKHRORJLFDO�YLHZ�ZKLFK�
LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�FRUUHFW�LWVHOI�E\�6FULSWXUH�VKRXOG�UHFHLYH�RXU�DSSUHFLDWLRQ��%XW�
with that said, in order to clarify what is at the heart of these varieties of 
GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKHRORJ\��ZH�UHWXUQ�WR�ZKHUH�ZH�EHJDQ��,W�VHHPV�WKDW�ZKDW�LV�
DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�DOO�IRUPV�RI�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�LV�WKH�³,VUDHO�FKXUFK´�GLVWLQF-
WLRQ��+RSHIXOO\�WKLV�LV�HYLGHQW�QRW�RQO\�IURP�RXU�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�YDULHW-
ies of dispensational theology but also when dispensationalists themselves 
VXPPDULVH�ZKDW�WKH\�EHOLHYH�DUH�WKH�GLVWLQFWLYH�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKHLU�YLHZ��(YHQ�

��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´����
��ௗ$V�QRWHG�DERYH��SURJUHVVLYHV�DSSHDO�WR�WKH�³DOUHDG\±QRW�\HW´�WHQVLRQ�RI�LQDXJXUDWHG�HVFKDWRORJ\�WR�H[SODLQV�WKLV��
,Q�&KULVW�DQG�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��*RG¶V�SURPLVHV�³DOUHDG\´�DUH�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�UHDFK�WKHLU�IXO¿OPHQW��
\HW��DV�%ODLVLQJ�FRPPHQWV��³7KH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�EOHVVLQJ�DZDLWV�WKH�UHWXUQ�RI�&KULVW�LV�QRW�
surprising since the prophecies of the new covenant envisioned Messiah reigning upon the earth over a transformed 
SHRSOH�� ,QFOXGHG�LQ� WKDW�YLVLRQ�ZDV� WKH�SROLWLFDO� UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO� LQ�SHDFH�ZLWK�DOO�RWKHU�QDWLRQV´��&UDLJ�$��
%ODLVLQJ��³7KH�)XO¿OOPHQW�RI� WKH�%LEOLFDO�&RYHQDQWV� WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW�´� LQ�%ODLVLQJ�DQG�%RFN��Progressive 
Dispensationalism��������%XW�ZKDW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�LV�WKDW�SURJUHVVLYHV�DUH�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�D�IXWXUH�
ODQG�SURPLVH�IRU�,VUDHO�WLHG�WR�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW²D�FRYHQDQW�ZKLFK�LV�LUUHYRFDEOH�DQG�QRW�\HW�IXOO\�UHDOL]HG�
LQ�DOO�LWV�SURPLVHV�
��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´����
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though a number of features are listed, dispensationalists eventually return 
WR�WKH�FUXFLDO�,VUDHO�FKXUFK�GLVWLQFWLRQ�

)RU�H[DPSOH��&UDLJ�%ODLVLQJ�OLVWV�HLJKW�GLVWLQFWLYH�IHDWXUHV�RI�GLVSHQVD-
WLRQDO�WKHRORJ\�DQG�-RKQ�)HLQEHUJ�OLVWV�VL[��� However when these distinc-
tive or essential features are probed deeper, either they are shown not to be 
GLVWLQFWLYH�WR�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKHRORJ\�DORQH��H�J���WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�6FULSWXUH��
dispensations in redemptive-history, the newness of the church, or even 
SUHPLOOHQQLDOLVP���RU�WKH\�UHGXFH�WR�WKH�,VUDHO�FKXUFK�GLVWLQFWLRQ��*LYHQ�WKLV�
fact, it seems safe to say that the sine qua non of the view (in all of its vari-
HWLHV�� LV� WKH� ,VUDHO�FKXUFK�GLVWLQFWLRQ��)XUWKHUPRUH�� DQG� LQWLPDWHO\� UHODWHG�
WR�WKLV�GLVWLQFWLRQ��WKHUH�LV�WKH�GXDO�FRQYLFWLRQ�WKDW������,VUDHO��DV�D�QDWLRQDO��
HWKQLF� SHRSOH�� VWLOO� DZDLWV� WKH� ³OLWHUDO´� IXO¿OPHQW� RI� WKH� ODQG� SURPLVH� LQ�
the future millennial and eternal age, which has theological implications 
IRU�HVFKDWRORJ\��DQG�����³*RG¶V�UHODWLRQVKLS� WR� WKH�FKXUFK�GLIIHUV� LQ�VRPH�
VLJQL¿FDQW�ZD\V�IURP�WKH�GLVSHQVDWLRQ�ZLWK�,VUDHO´�� which has theological 
LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�VRWHULRORJ\�DQG�HFFOHVLRORJ\�

$W�WKLV�MXQFWXUH�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�DVN�KRZ�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVWV�KHUPHQHXWL-
cally ground this crucial Israel-church distinction which is so central to their 
YLHZ��7KLV�TXHVWLRQ�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�YLWDO�LQ�OLJKW�RI�KRZ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJLDQV�
ZLOO�DWWHPSW�WR�DUJXH�WKHLU�YLHZ��%XW�EHIRUH�ZH�DGGUHVV�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�FUXFLDO�
KHUPHQHXWLFDO�WKHRORJLFDO�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�V\VWHPV�ZH�ZLOO�¿Q-
ish the current discussion by describing the alternative biblical-theological 
YLHZ�RI�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��:H�GR�VR�QRW�RQO\�WR�VHW�LW�RYHU�DJDLQVW�GLVSHQVD-
WLRQDO�WKHRORJ\�EXW��PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\��WR�VHW�WKH�ODUJHU�FRQWH[W�E\�ZKLFK�ZH�
will argue for a via media²³NLQJGRP�WKURXJK�FRYHQDQW�´

COVENANT THEOLOGY AND ITS VARIETIES54

&RYHQDQW� WKHRORJ\�� DV� D� ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJLFDO� V\VWHP�� KDV� LWV� URRWV� LQ� WKH�
5HIRUPDWLRQ� �H�J��� 8OULFK� =ZLQJOL� >����±����@�� +HLQULFK� %XOOLQJHU�
>����±����@��-RKQ�&DOYLQ�>����±����@��DQG��LQ�WKH�SRVW�5HIRUPDWLRQ�HUD��

��ௗ6HH�LELG�����±����DQG�)HLQEHUJ��³6\VWHPV�RI�'LVFRQWLQXLW\�´���±���
��ௗ%ODLVLQJ��³([WHQW�DQG�9DULHWLHV�RI�'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�´����
��ௗ)RU�VRPH�LQWURGXFWRU\�ERRNV�RQ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�VHH�0LFKDHO�6��+RUWRQ��God of Promise: Introducing Cov-
enant Theology� �*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU���������3HWHU�*ROGLQJ��Covenant Theology: The Key of Theology in 
Reformed Thought and Tradition��)HDUQ��5RVV�VKLUH��8.��0HQWRU���������*HHUKDUGXV�9RV��³7KH�'RFWULQH�RI�WKH�
&RYHQDQW�LQ�5HIRUPHG�7KHRORJ\�´�LQ�5LFKDUG�%��*DI¿Q��-U���HG��Redemptive History and Biblical Interpretation: 
The Shorter Writings of Geerhardus Vos��3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5���������2��3DOPHU�5REHUWVRQ��The Christ of the 
Covenants��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��%DNHU���������:LOOLDP�-��'XPEUHOO��Covenant and Creation: A Theology of the Old 
Testament Covenants��&DUOLVOH��8.��3DWHUQRVWHU���������9HUQ�3R\WKUHVV��Understanding Dispensationalists����±����
:LOOHP�9DQ*HPHUHQ��³6\VWHPV�RI�&RQWLQXLW\�´�LQ�Continuity and Discontinuity����±���
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ZDV�V\VWHPDWL]HG�E\�+HUPDQ�:LWVLXV������±������DQG�-RKDQQHV�&RFFHLXV�
�����±�������,W�LV�DEO\�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�:HVWPLQVWHU�&RQIHVVLRQ�RI�)DLWK�
�����±������DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�5HIRUPHG�FRQIHVVLRQV���

As the name suggests, covenant theology not only organises the his-
tory of the world in terms of covenants, it also contends that what brings 
WRJHWKHU� DOO� RI� WKH� GLYHUVH� WKHPHV� RI� 6FULSWXUH� LV� WKH� WKHPH� RI� FRYHQDQW��
Michael Horton, in answering the question, “What brings all of the themes 
RI�6FULSWXUH� WRJHWKHU"´�VD\V� LW� WKLV�ZD\��³:KDW�XQLWHV� WKHP�LV�QRW� LWVHOI�D�
FHQWUDO�GRJPD�EXW�DQ�DUFKLWHFWRQLF�VWUXFWXUH�RI�ELEOLFDO� IDLWK�DQG�SUDFWLVH��
7KDW�SDUWLFXODU�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�VWUXFWXUH�WKDW�ZH�EHOLHYH�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�WKHP-
VHOYHV�WR�\LHOG�LV�WKH�FRYHQDQW��,W�LV�QRW�VLPSO\�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��
EXW�WKH�FRQFUHWH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�*RG¶V�FRYHQDQWDO�GHDOLQJV�LQ�RXU�KLVWRU\�WKDW�
SURYLGHV�WKH�FRQWH[W�ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�ZH�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�XQLW\�RI�6FULSWXUH�DPLG�
LW�UHPDUNDEOH�YDULHW\�´���&RQWLQXLQJ�WR�VSHDN�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FRYHQDQWV�
IRU�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��+RUWRQ�ZULWHV��³7KH�FRYHQDQW�LV�WKH�IUDPHZRUN��EXW�
LW� LV� IDU� IURP�D�FHQWUDO�GRJPD��7KH�YDULRXV�FRYHQDQWV�DUH�YLVLEOH�DQG�VLJ-
QL¿FDQW�� LQ� VRPH� µURRPV¶� �LH��� WRSLFV��PRUH� WKDQ� RWKHUV��7KH� FRYHQDQW� RI�
UHGHPSWLRQ�LV�SURPLQHQW�LQ�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�7ULQLW\��&KULVW�DV�PHGLDWRU��DQG�
HOHFWLRQ��ZKLOH�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�FUHDWLRQ�LV�PRUH�REYLRXV�ZKHQ�ZH�WDON�DERXW�
God’s relationship to the world (especially humanity), and the covenant of 
JUDFH�LV�PRVW�YLVLEOH�ZKHQ�ZH�WDNH�XS�WKH�WRSLFV�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK��
+RZHYHU��ZKHQHYHU�5HIRUPHG�WKHRORJLDQV�DWWHPSW� WR�H[SORUH�DQG�H[SODLQ�
WKH�ULFKHV�RI�6FULSWXUH��WKH\�DUH�DOZD\V�WKLQNLQJ�covenantally about every 
WRSLF�WKH\�WDNH�XS�´��

Historically, covenant theology has maintained that all of God’s rela-
tions to human beings are understood in terms of three covenants—the pre-
WHPSRUDO�³FRYHQDQW�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ´��pactum salutis) between the persons of 
WKH�*RGKHDG��WKH�³FRYHQDQW�RI�ZRUNV´��foederus naturae) made with Adam 
EHIRUH� WKH�)DOO� RQ� EHKDOI� RI� WKH� HQWLUH� KXPDQ� UDFH�� DQG� WKH� ³FRYHQDQW� RI�
JUDFH´��foederus gratiae��PDGH�WKURXJK�&KULVW�ZLWK�DOO�ZKR�DUH�WR�EHOLHYH��
QDPHO\��WKH�HOHFW����&RYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�VXEVXPHV�DOO�RI�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�ELEOL-

��ௗ2I�FRXUVH��QR�WKHRORJLFDO�YLHZSRLQW�DULVHV�ZLWKRXW�KLVWRULFDO�SUHFHGHQWV��7KXV�5��6FRWW�&ODUN��³7KHVHV�RQ�&RY-
HQDQW�7KHRORJ\�´�LQ�KWWS���ZZZ�ZVFDO�HGX�FODUN�FRYWKHVHV�SKS�LV�ULJKW�WR�DUJXH�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�
DURVH�LQ�WKH�VL[WHHQWK�DQG�VHYHQWHHQWK�FHQWXULHV��WKHUH�DUH�HOHPHQWV�RI�LW�LQ�WKH�3DWULVWLF�HUD�DV�ZHOO��6HH�DOVR�*ROG-
ing, Covenant Theology����±����ZKR�GLVFXVVHV�VRPH�HDUO\�WKLQNHUV�ZKR�PRYH�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQWDO�GLUHFWLRQ�
��ௗHorton, God of Promise������FI��LGHP��Covenant and Eschatology: The Divine Drama��/RXLVYLOOH��:HVWPLQVWHU�
-RKQ�.QR[���������IRU�D�PRUH�H[WHQVLYH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKLV�LGHD�
��ௗHorton, God of Promise�����
��ௗ$V�ZH�ZLOO�QRWH�EHORZ��WKHUH�LV�GLVDJUHHPHQW�ZLWKLQ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�DV�WR�H[DFWO\�ZLWK�ZKRP�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�
JUDFH�LV�PDGH��L�H���ZKHWKHU�LW�LV�WKH�HOHFW�DORQH�RU�WKH�HOHFW�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�
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cal covenants under the overarching theological category of the “covenant 
RI�JUDFH�´�,W�YLHZV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�LQ�WHUPV�
of an overall unity or continuity tied to their conviction that the biblical 
covenants�DUH�PHUHO\�DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�one�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��1R�GRXEW��
WKH\�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKURXJKRXW�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\�WKH�RQH�FRYHQDQW�RI�
grace is administered differently, but overall it is substantially the same in all 
HUDV�LQ�KLVWRU\��� However, as we will note below, the nature of the continu-
LW\�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�YDULHV�DPRQJ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJLDQV��DQG�DV�9HUQ�
3R\WKUHVV�FRUUHFWO\�DFNQRZOHGJHV��³&RYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�KDV�DOZD\V�DOORZHG�
IRU�D�GLYHUVLW\�RI�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RQH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��7KLV�GLYHUVLW\�
DFFRXQWHG�LQ�ODUJH�SDUW�IRU�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�HSRFKV�LQ�ELEOLFDO�KLVWRU\��%XW�WKH�
emphasis was undeniably on the unity of one FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�´60

It is for this reason, contra dispensationalism, that covenant theology has 
always seen much more continuity in God’s plan across the ages, especially 
LQ�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�³,VUDHO�FKXUFK´�UHODWLRQVKLS��,Q�IDFW��LW�LV�DW�WKLV�SUHFLVH�SRLQW�
that we see a major difference between these two theological systems which 
leads to corresponding differences in how each views aspects of ecclesiol-
RJ\�DQG�HVFKDWRORJ\��)RU�H[DPSOH��FRYHQDQW� WKHRORJ\�KDV�DOZD\V�LQVLVWHG�
that God has one plan of redemption and one people of God and that the 
similarities between Israel and the church as covenant communities are sig-
QL¿FDQW��8QOLNH�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKHRORJ\��³,VUDHO´�LV�YLHZHG�DV�³WKH�FKXUFK´�
DQG�YLFH�YHUVD����7KDW�LV�ZK\�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�KDV�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�FRQ-
WLQXLW\�EHWZHHQ�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V²H�J���WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�
FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLWLHV�DV�FRPSULVHG�RI�ERWK�EHOLHYHUV�DQG�XQEHOLHYHUV��L�H���
D�³PL[HG´�FRPPXQLW\�����WKH�FRQWLQXLW\�LQ�FRYHQDQW�VLJQV��L�H���FLUFXPFLVLRQ�
VSLULWXDOO\�VLJQL¿HV� WKH�VDPH�UHDOLWLHV�DV�EDSWLVP���DV�ZHOO�DV� VDPHQHVV� LQ�
UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�ROG�DQG�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�EHOLHYHUV��
ZLWK�VRPH�PRGL¿FDWLRQV�PDGH�IRU�WKH�¿QDO�UHDOLWLHV�WKDW�&KULVW�KDV�DFKLHYHG��
,Q�WKLV�ZD\��ZLWKLQ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��³,VUDHO�FKXUFK´�DUH�VR�OLQNHG�WKDW�LW�

��ௗ6HH�3R\WKUHVV��Understanding Dispensationalists������ZKR�PDNHV�WKLV�SRLQW�
60ௗ,ELG�
��ௗ,I�RQH�DVNV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��³:KHQ�GLG�WKH�FKXUFK�EHJLQ"´�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�DQG�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�DQVZHU�GLIIHUHQWO\��
)RU�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKRXJKW��WKH�FKXUFK�LV�QHZ�LQ�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\�DQG�WKXV�EHJLQV�DW�3HQWHFRVW��)RU�FRYHQDQW�
WKHRORJ\��WKH�FKXUFK�EHJLQV�LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�*RG¶V�¿UVW�SURPLVH�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�LQ�*HQHVLV�������DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�
UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRULFDO�GLIIHUHQFH�EXW�EDVLFDOO\�FRQFHLYLQJ�RI�WKH�WZR�FRPPXQLWLHV�DV�WKH�VDPH�
��ௗ$V�QRWHG�DERYH��WKH�³PL[HG´�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLWLHV�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW��XQGHU�ERWK�WKH�ROG�DQG�
the new covenants, the locus of the covenant community and the locus of the elect are distinct, hence covenant 
WKHRORJ\¶V�LPSRUWDQW�HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�³YLVLEOH´�YHUVXV�³LQYLVLEOH´�FKXUFK��$JDLQVW�D�EHOLHYHUV¶�YLHZ�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��
L�H���WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�LV�FRQVWLWXWHG�E\�UHJHQHUDWH�SHRSOH��FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�FRQWHQGV�WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�LV�FRQVWLWXWHG�
E\�ERWK�EHOLHYHUV�DQG�XQEHOLHYHUV�RU��DV�WKH\�OLNH�WR�VD\��³EHOLHYHUV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ´²FKLOGUHQ��ZKR�PD\�RU�PD\�
QRW�EH�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�HOHFW�
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becomes hard not to say that the only major difference between the old and 
QHZ�FRYHQDQW�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�LV�WKDW�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�³FKXUFK´�LV�D�UDFLDOO\�
PL[HG�DQG�QRQ�QDWLRQDO�,VUDHO��DQG�WKDW�WKH�³FKXUFK´�LV�D�PRUH�NQRZOHGJH-
DEOH�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�ROG�FRYHQDQW�SHRSOH�RI�*RG��%XW�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�6SLULW�LQ�
terms of regeneration, indwelling, and sealing is basically the same across 
UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\�

With this general introduction in place, let us now describe the basic 
contours of covenant theology, especially in regard to their understanding 
RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV��:H�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�WKUHH�DUHDV��KRZ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRO-
ogy understands the nature and relations among the biblical covenants, the 
nature of the church in relationship to Israel, and the nature of the covenant 
VLJQV�LQ�WKH�ROG�DQG�QHZ�FRYHQDQWV��%\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKHVH�WKUHH�DUHDV�ZH�ZLOO�
then be in a better position to compare and contrast the differences between 
GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�DQG�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�

COVENANT THEOLOGY AND THE BIBLICAL COVENANTS
)RU�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�WKH�WKHPH�RI�³FRYHQDQW�V�´�LV�SUREDEO\�WKH�PRVW�LPSRU-
WDQW�XQLI\LQJ�WKHPH�LQ�6FULSWXUH��EXW�ZKDW�SUHFLVHO\�LV�D�FRYHQDQW"�7KURXJKRXW�
WKH� DJHV�� ³FRYHQDQW´� KDV� EHHQ� YDULRXVO\� GH¿QHG�� EXW�ZH�ZLOO� XVH�0LFKDHO�
+RUWRQ¶V�GH¿QLWLRQ�DV�D�SODFH�WR�VWDUW��³D�FRYHQDQW�LV�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�µRDWKV�
DQG�ERQGV¶�DQG�LQYROYHV�PXWXDO��WKRXJK�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�HTXDO��FRPPLWPHQWV�´�� 
)RU�+RUWRQ��WKH�HPSKDVLV�RQ�³QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�HTXDO��FRPPLWPHQWV´�LV�LPSRU-
tant since he rightly contends that in redemptive-history there is a “substantial 
YDULHW\�RI�FRYHQDQWV�LQ�6FULSWXUH´�� and not all of the biblical covenants are 
H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH��+RZ��WKHQ��VKRXOG�ZH�WKLQN�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
diverse biblical covenants? As noted above, the answer to that question is that 
covenant theology views the biblical covenants under two larger theological 
KHDGLQJV²WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�ZRUNV�DQG�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH²ERWK�RI�ZKLFK�
DUH�JURXQGHG�LQ�WKH�HWHUQDO�FRYHQDQW�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ���

The Covenant of Redemption
6RPH�WKHRORJLDQV�KDYH�TXHVWLRQHG�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�WHUP�³FRYHQDQW´�WR�UHIHU�WR�
WKH�HWHUQDO�SDFW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SHUVRQV�RI�WKH�7ULQLW\�VLQFH�6FULSWXUH�LV�VLOHQW�

��ௗHorton, God of Promise������6HH�DOVR�3DXO�5��:LOOLDPVRQ��Sealed with an Oath����±���� IRU�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�
GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�KRZ�WR�GH¿QH�FRYHQDQW�ELEOLFDOO\�
��ௗHorton, God of Promise�����
��ௗ)RU�D�KHOSIXO�VXPPDU\�VHH�+RUWRQ��God of Promise����±�����FI��3HWHU�*ROGLQJ��Covenant Theology��*HHUKDUGXV�
9RV��³7KH�'RFWULQH�RI� WKH�&RYHQDQW� LQ�5HIRUPHG�7KHRORJ\�´����±�����-RKQ�0XUUD\��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\´� LQ�
Collected Works��YRO�����&DUOLVOH��3$��%DQQHU�RI�7UXWK������������±�����DQG�5REHUWVRQ��Christ of the Covenants�
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DERXW� VXFK� DQ� HWHUQDO� FRYHQDQW� DQG� VRPHWLPHV� FRYHQDQWV� DUH� GH¿QHG� WRR�
QDUURZO\�66 However, Horton is correct to argue that, “If we hold simultane-
RXVO\�WR�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�WKH�7ULQLW\�DQG�XQFRQGLWLRQDO�HOHFWLRQ��LW�LV�XQFOHDU�
what objection could be raised in principle to describing this divine decree 
in terms of the concept of an eternal covenant between the persons of the 
*RGKHDG�´���+LVWRULFDOO\��WKLV�LV�SUHFLVHO\�ZKDW�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�KDV�GRQH��
)XUWKHUPRUH��DV�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�KDV�FRQWHQGHG��RQH�FDQQRW�GHQ\�WKDW�WKH�
WULXQH�*RG�KDV�DQ�HWHUQDO�SODQ�ZKLFK�LV�WKHQ�H[HFXWHG�LQ�KLVWRU\��H�J���(SK��
���±���²D�SODQ�FRQFHLYHG�EHIRUH�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��PDGH�NQRZQ�
RQ�WKH�VWDJH�RI�KXPDQ�KLVWRU\��DQG�ZKLFK�LQYROYHV�WKH�ZRUN�RI�DOO�WKUHH�SHU-
VRQV�RI�WKH�*RGKHDG��6FULSWXUH�VSHDNV�RI�WKLV�SODQ�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�JLY-
LQJ�D�SHRSOH�WR�WKH�6RQ��H�J���-RKQ���������������������±����(SK�����±�����WKH�
6RQ�DFFRPSOLVKLQJ�WKDW�SODQ�E\�KLV�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK��-RKQ�����±���������±����
+HE�� ����±����� DQG� WKH�6SLULW¶V�ZRUN� WR� EULQJ� WKRVH� VDPH�SHRSOH� WR� IDLWK�
XQLRQ�LQ�&KULVW��5RP������±����(SK������±������3HW��������*LYHQ�WKLV�IDFW�
DQG�JLYHQ�WKDW�6FULSWXUH�VSHDNV�RI�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�DUUDQJHPHQWV��SODQV��DQG�
SURPLVHV�XQGHU�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�³FRYHQDQW�´�LW�LV�OHJLWLPDWH�WR�WKLQN�LQ�WHUPV�
RI�DQ�LQWUD�7ULQLWDULDQ�FRYHQDQW�

When it comes to the covenants in history, covenant theology locates all 
of the biblical covenants under the theological headings of “the covenant of 
ZRUNV´�DQG�³WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�´

The Covenant of Works
7KH�FRYHQDQW�RI�ZRUNV�ZDV�PDGH�ZLWK�$GDP�DV�WKH�KHDG�DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�
RI�WKH�KXPDQ�UDFH��7R�KLP�DQG�KLV�HQWLUH�SRVWHULW\��HWHUQDO�OLIH�ZDV�SURPLVHG�
XSRQ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�SHUIHFW�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�ODZ�RI�*RG��+RZHYHU��GXH�WR�
his disobedience, he, along with entire human race, was plunged into a state 
RI�VLQ��GHDWK��DQG�FRQGHPQDWLRQ��VHH�5RP������±�����%XW�*RG��GXH�WR�KLV�
RZQ�IUHH�DQG�VRYHUHLJQ�JUDFH��ZDV�SOHDVHG�WR�PDNH�DQRWKHU�FRYHQDQW²³WKH�
FRYHQDQW� RI� JUDFH´²ZLWK� KXPDQ� EHLQJV� �VSHFL¿FDOO\�� WKH� HOHFW�� ZKHUHLQ�

66ௗ,I�RQH�GH¿QHV�FRYHQDQWV�FRPSOHWHO\� LQ� WHUPV�RI�DQFLHQW�1HDU�(DVWHUQ�VX]HUDLQ�YDVVDO� WUHDWLHV� WKHQ�REYLRXVO\�
WKH�HWHUQDO�SODQ�RI�*RG�LV�QRW�FRYHQDQWDO�LQ�WKLV�VHQVH��VLQFH�6FULSWXUH�NQRZV�RI�QR�VX]HUDLQ�YDVVDO�DUUDQJHPHQW�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�SHUVRQV�RI�WKH�*RGKHDG��$V�+RUWRQ��God of Promise����±����ULJKWO\�QRWHV��³$IWHU�DOO��HDFK�SHUVRQ�>RI�
WKH�7ULQLW\@�LV�HTXDOO\�GLYLQH��WKHUH�DUH�QR�ORUGV�DQG�VHUYDQWV�LQ�WKH�HWHUQDO�WULQLWDULDQ�UHODWLRQVKLS��)XUWKHUPRUH��
WKHUH�LV�QR�IRUPDO�WUHDW\�VWUXFWXUH�WR�WKLV�FRYHQDQW�LQ�6FULSWXUH²QR�KLVWRULFDO�SURORJXH��VWLSXODWLRQV��VDQFWLRQV��DQG�
VR�IRUWK���������2QO\�DQ�RYHUO\�UHVWULFWLYH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�FRYHQDQW�ZRXOG�VHHP�WR�MXVWLI\�WKH�FODLP�WKDW�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�
UHGHPSWLRQ�LV�VSHFXODWLYH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�ELEOLFDO�´
��ௗHorton, God of Promise������&I��DOVR�&KDUOHV�+RGJH��Systematic Theology����YROV���������UHSU���*UDQG�5DSLGV��
0,��(HUGPDQV��������������±�����/RXLV�%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology��������UHSU���*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��(HUGPDQV��
����������±�����0XUUD\��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\�´����±����
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God freely offered to sinners life and salvation through the last Adam, the 
/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�

At this point, it should be noted that within covenant theology there is 
GLVDJUHHPHQW�RYHU� WKH�SUHFLVH�QDWXUH�RI� WKH� ³FRYHQDQW�RI�ZRUNV�´68�6RPH�
KDYH�VRXJKW�WR�DYRLG�WKH�LGHD�RI�³ZRUNV´�DQG�LQVWHDG�RSW�IRU�³FRYHQDQW�RI�
FUHDWLRQ´�RU�³FRYHQDQW�RI�QDWXUH´�WR�XQGHUVFRUH�WKH�IDFW� WKDW�JUDFH�LV�IXQ-
damental to any divine-human relationship including the relationship with 
Adam in the original situation, even though this is a minority view within 
FRYHQDQW� WKHRORJ\�69�0RUH� FRPPRQO\��5HIRUPHG� WKHRORJ\�KDV� UHIHUUHG� WR�
WKLV�RULJLQDO�DUUDQJHPHQW�DV�D�³FRYHQDQW�RI�ZRUNV´�ZLWK�$GDP��WKH�KHDG�RI�
the human race, who was created in a state of integrity (moral goodness) 
EXW�QRW�JORUL¿FDWLRQ��ZLWK�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�REH\�*RG�DQG�WKXV�EH�FRQ¿UPHG�LQ�
righteousness, yet also able to disobey and thus bring about a state of death 
DQG�FRQGHPQDWLRQ�XSRQ�WKH�HQWLUH�KXPDQ�UDFH��ZKLFK�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�KH�GLG��
7KLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�$GDP¶V�UROH� LV�QRW�RQO\�IRXQGDWLRQDO�IRU�5HIRUPHG�
RUWKRGR[\¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�DFWLYH�REHGLHQFH�RI�&KULVW��ZKR��DV�WKH�ODVW�
$GDP��REH\V�*RG¶V�FRPPDQGV��WKH�ODZ��DQG�WKXV�ZLQV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�IRU�XV��
LW�LV�DOVR�IRXQGDWLRQDO�LQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�³ODZ�JRVSHO´�SDWWHUQ�RI�6FULSWXUH��
³/DZ´�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�ZRUNV�DQG�³JRVSHO´�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�FRYHQDQW�
of grace, and for many within covenant theology, this becomes the means 
E\�ZKLFK�YDULRXV�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�DUH�GLYLGHG�XS��³ODZ´�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
$GDP�DQG�6LQDL��L�H���WKH�ROG�FRYHQDQW��ZKLFK�LV�YLHZHG�DV�WKH�UHSXEOLFDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�FRYHQDQW�RI�FUHDWLRQ��DQG�³JRVSHO�´�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�$EUDKDP��
'DYLG��DQG�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LQ�&KULVW���

,W� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WKDW� WKLV� GLVWLQFWLRQ� QRW� EH� PLVXQGHUVWRRG�� 2IWHQ� WKH�
³ODZ�JRVSHO´�FRQWUDVW�LV�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�D�QHJDWLYH�SRVLWLYH�UHODWLRQ��
%XW�DV�+RUWRQ�H[SODLQV��WKLV�LV�QRW�FRUUHFW��³,Q�FUHDWLRQ��DQG�LQ�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�
RI�WKH�WKHRFUDF\�DW�6LQDL���ODZ�DV�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�WKH�GLYLQH�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQVKLS�
LV�ZKROO\�SRVLWLYH�� ,Q� IDFW�� WKLV� UHSXEOLFDWLRQ�RI� WKH� ODZ�LV� LWVHOI�gracious, 
HYHQ�LI�WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�WKH�WZR�FRYHQDQWV��ZRUNV�DQG�JUDFH��IXQGDPHQWDOO\�
GLIIHUV�´���$V�WKLV�LV�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�6LQDL�FRYHQDQW��HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�EHJLQV�ZLWK�
God’s act of liberation of Israel from bondage—a gracious and powerful act 
LQGHHG²6LQDL�PXVW�VWLOO�EH�YLHZHG�DV�SULPDULO\�D�ODZ�FRYHQDQW��IROORZLQJ�
WKH�VX]HUDLQ�YDVVDO�SDWWHUQ�RI�EOHVVLQJV�WLHG�WR�REHGLHQFH�DQG�FXUVHV�LI�WKH�

68ௗ6HH�+RUWRQ��God of Promise����±�����IRU�D�KHOSIXO�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�GHEDWH�ZLWKLQ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�
69ௗ6HH�5REHUWVRQ��Christ of the Covenants������FI��0XUUD\��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\�´
��ௗ6HH�%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology�������FI��+RUWRQ��God of Promise����±����
��ௗHorton, God of Promise�����
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SDUWLHV�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�GLVREH\��*RG¶V�ZD\�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�ZDV�DOZD\V�WLHG�WR�
his promises, by grace through faith, but Israel’s national status in God’s 
ODQG�GHSHQGHG�RQ�WKHLU�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�FRYHQDQW��DSDUW�IURP�WKDW�REHGLHQFH��
WKH\�FDPH�XQGHU�WKH�FXUVHV�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�

The Covenant of Grace
$V�IRU�WKH�³FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH´��L�H���JRVSHO��SURPLVH���LW�EHJDQ�LPPHGLDWHO\�
DIWHU�WKH�)DOO�ZLWK�WKH�SURPLVH�RI�JUDFH�LQ�*HQHVLV�������7KLV�SURPLVH�ZDV�
WKHQ�SURJUHVVLYHO\�UHYHDOHG�DQG�IXO¿OOHG�LQ�KLVWRU\�WKURXJK�YDULRXVO\�DGPLQ-
LVWHUHG�FRYHQDQWV�ZLWK�1RDK��$EUDKDP��,VUDHO��DQG�'DYLG��8OWLPDWHO\�LW�ZDV�
EURXJKW� WR� IXO¿OPHQW� LQ� WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW� LQDXJXUDWHG�E\�RXU�/RUG� LQ�KLV�
YLFWRULRXV�FURVV�ZRUN�RQ�RXU�EHKDOI��%XW�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�VWUHVV�WKDW�HYHQ�
WKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�FRYHQDQWV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�6FULSWXUH��WKHUH�LV��LQ�UHDO-
ity, only one�RYHUDUFKLQJ�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��7KDW�LV�ZK\�RQH�PXVW�YLHZ�WKH�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�DQ�RYHUDOO�FRQWLQXLW\��5DQG\�
%RRWK�XQGHUVFRUHV�WKLV�SRLQW�LQ�KLV�FRPPHQWV�RQ�WKH�³QHZQHVV´�RI�WKH�QHZ�
FRYHQDQW��+H� VD\V�� ³WKH� QHZ� FRYHQDQW� LV� EXW� D� QHZ²WKRXJK�PRUH� JORUL-
RXV²DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDPH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�´���7KXV��XQGHU�WKH�ROG�
covenant, the covenant of grace was administered through various promises, 
SURSKHFLHV�� VDFUL¿FHV�� ULWHV�� DQG� RUGLQDQFHV� �H�J��� FLUFXPFLVLRQ�� WKDW� XOWL-
PDWHO\� W\SL¿HG� DQG� IRUHVKDGRZHG� WKH� FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW��1RZ�� LQ� OLJKW� RI�
RXU�/RUG¶V�FRPLQJ�DQG�ZRUN��WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�LV�DGPLQLVWHUHG�WKURXJK�
WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�RI�WKH�:RUG�DQG�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDFUDPHQWV��%XW�LQ�
*RG¶V�SODQ�WKHUH�DUH�QRW�WZR�FRYHQDQWV�RI�JUDFH��RQH�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�
DQG�WKH�RWKHU�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��EXW�RQH�FRYHQDQW�GLIIHULQJ�LQ�VXEVWDQFH�
EXW�HVVHQWLDOO\�WKH�VDPH�DFURVV�WKH�DJHV�

$W�WKLV�SRLQW�LW�LV�OHJLWLPDWH�WR�DVN��DUH�WKHUH�DQ\�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�
JUDFH�DFURVV�WLPH"�&RYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�DQVZHUV�LQ�WKH�DI¿UPDWLYH��HVSHFLDOO\�
LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW��+RZHYHU��WKHVH�FKDQJHV�DUH�RQO\�FKDQJHV�
WKDW�*RG�KLPVHOI�KDV�H[SOLFLWO\� UHYHDOHG� WR�XV��DQG�HYHQ� LQ� WKHVH�FKDQJHV�
WKHUH� LV� D� EDVLF� XQGHUO\LQJ� FRQWLQXLW\� IURP� DJH� WR� DJH�� +HUPHQHXWLFDOO\�
VSHDNLQJ�� XQOHVV�*RG� KDV� VSHFL¿FDOO\� DEURJDWHG� VRPHWKLQJ� IURP� WKH�2OG�
7HVWDPHQW�WKHQ�LW�LV�VWLOO�LQ�IRUFH�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�HUD��,QWHUHVWLQJO\��WKLV�
KHUPHQHXWLF� LV� VLPLODU� WR�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO� WKHRORJ\�H[FHSW� WKDW�HDFK�V\VWHP�
HPSOR\V� LW� LQ�GLIIHUHQW�DUHDV��)RU�H[DPSOH�� IRU�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�WKH� ODQG�

��ௗ5REHUW�5��%RRWK��Children of the Promise: The Biblical Case for Infant Baptism��3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5������������
FI��0XUUD\��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\�´����±����
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promise to Israel, grounded in the Abrahamic covenant, has not been abro-
JDWHG�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW�DQG�LV�WKXV�VWLOO�LQ�IRUFH��KHQFH�WKH�IXO¿OPHQW�RI�
LW�LQ�WKH�PLOOHQQLDO�DJH�IRU�QDWLRQDO�,VUDHO��&RYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�GRHV�not argue 
for the land promise in the same way,�� yet it does appeal to the circumci-
VLRQ�EDSWLVP�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�D�VLPLODU�ZD\�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�JHQHDORJLFDO�SULQ-
FLSOH²³WR�\RX�DQG�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�´�&LUFXPFLVLRQ��DV�D�FRYHQDQW�VLJQ��ZDV�
given in the Abrahamic covenant and it carries over, now in baptism, as the 
new covenant sign, but underneath both signs is the unchanging genealogi-
FDO�SULQFLSOH��,Q�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WKH�VLJQ�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��EDSWLVP��GRHV�
UHÀHFW�RQH�RI�WKH�VHYHUDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�FKDQJHV�WKDW�KDYH�WDNHQ�SODFH��\HW�LW�
still carries the same spiritual�VLJQL¿FDQFH�DV�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�LQ�WKH�ROG�DGPLQ-
istration, given the continuity of the covenant of grace and the fact that the 
JHQHDORJLFDO�SULQFLSOH�LV�QRW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�DEURJDWHG�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��
Booth emphasises this point when he writes, “under the old administrations 
of the covenant of grace, circumcision was the sign and seal of covenant 
DGPLVVLRQ��8QGHU�WKH�¿QDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��WKH�QHZ�
covenant), water baptism has replaced circumcision as the sign of covenant 
DGPLVVLRQ�´�� Yet, even though the form of the covenant sign has changed, 
given the underlying unity of the covenant of grace, the meaning and appli-
FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VLJQV�UHPDLQV�HVVHQWLDOO\�WKH�VDPH�LQ�DOO�HUDV�

)RU�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��WKHQ��ZKDW�LV�new about the new covenant, given 
its stress on continuity in the one covenant of grace? What is the main differ-
ence, if any, between the older and newer administrations of the covenant of 
JUDFH"�:LWKLQ�5HIRUPHG�WKHRORJ\�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�LV�QRW�PRQR-
OLWKLF��+RZHYHU��GHVSLWH�YDULRXV�QXDQFHV��FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�DJUHHV�WKDW�WKH�
PDLQ�GLIIHUHQFH�LV�WKDW�RI�³SURPLVH�IXO¿OPHQW�´�L�H���ZKDW�WKH�ROGHU�DGPLQ-
LVWUDWLRQ�SURPLVHG�WKURXJK�W\SHV��FHUHPRQLHV��DQG�VDFUL¿FHV��KDV�QRZ�FRPH�
WR�IXO¿OPHQW�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��,W�LV�ZLWK�WKLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKDW�PRVW�FRYHQDQW�
WKHRORJLDQV�YLHZ�WKH�³QHZQHVV´�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�D�renewal 
UDWKHU� WKDQ� D� UHSODFHPHQW� RU� D� VWURQJ� VHQVH� RI� IXO¿OPHQW� WKDW� OHDGV� WR� D�

��ௗ&RYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�YLHZV�WKH�ODQG�SURPLVH�LQ�D�WZRIROG�ZD\��¿UVW�LW�LV�WLHG�WR�WKH�6LQDL�FRYHQDQW��ZKLFK�ZDV�
EURNHQ�E\�WKH�QDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO��+RUWRQ��God of Promise������VWDWHV�LW�WKLV�ZD\��³,W�LV�KDUGO\�DQWL�6HPLWLF�WR�REVHUYH�
that the covenant with Israel as a national entity in league with God was conditional and that the nation had so 
WKRURXJKO\�YLRODWHG�WKDW�FRYHQDQW�WKDW�LWV�WKHRFUDWLF�VWDWXV�ZDV�UHYRNHG��'LVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�������WUHDW>V@�WKH�ODQG�
SURPLVH�DV�HWHUQDO�DQG�LUUHYRFDEOH��HYHQ�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�WKHUH�FDQ�EH�D�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�
LQ�*RG¶V�SODQ���������>7KLV�IDLOV@�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�WKH�+HEUHZ�6FULSWXUHV�WKHPVHOYHV�TXDOLI\�WKLV�QDWLRQDO�FRYHQDQW�
LQ�VWULFWO\�FRQGLWLRQDO�WHUPV�´�6HFRQG��FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�DOVR�YLHZV�WKH�ODQG�DV�W\SRORJLFDO�RI�WKH�QHZ�FUHDWLRQ�
ZKLFK�KDV�QRZ�FRPH�LQ�&KULVW��2Q�WKLV�SRLQW�VHH�2��3DOPHU�5REHUWVRQ��The Israel of God: Yesterday, Today, and 
Tomorrow��3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5����������±���
��ௗBooth, Children of the Promise�����
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GLVFRQWLQXLW\�ZLWK�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FRYHQDQWV����7KDW�LV�ZK\�PRVW�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�
QHZ�FRYHQDQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�VLPSO\�H[SDQGV�WKH�SUHYLRXV�HUD�E\�EURDGHQLQJ�
LWV�H[WHQW�DQG�DSSOLFDWLRQ�DQG�EULQJLQJ�ZLWK�LW�JUHDWHU�EOHVVLQJ��\HW�OHDYLQJ�
intact the fundamental elements of the covenant of grace—hence the asser-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�FRQWLQXLW\�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�DFURVV�WKH�DJHV��6SHFL¿FDOO\��
EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�WKHVH�SRLQWV��FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�YLHZV�WKH�³QHZQHVV´�RI�
WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�ZD\V���

���2Q�WKH�EDVLV�RI�&KULVW¶V�FURVV�DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�LW�E\�WKH�
6SLULW��D�JUHDWHU�SRZHU�RI�REHGLHQFH�LV�SRVVLEOH�LQ�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�
���8QGHU�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WKHUH�LV�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�*RG�
WR�DOO�QDWLRQV��,Q�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�PRUH�SHRSOH�ZLOO�NQRZ�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�
/RUG��ZKLFK�IXO¿OOV�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�SURPLVH�RI�EOHVVLQJV�WR�WKH�QDWLRQV�
���7KH�SURPLVH�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�LV�QRZ�DFFRPSOLVKHG�LQ�&KULVW�ZLWK�WKH�IXOO�
SD\PHQW�RI�VLQ��7KH�ROG�/HYLWLFDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FHUHPR-
QLDO�ODZ��KDV�QRZ�EHHQ�IXO¿OOHG�
���7KH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LV�WKH�¿QDO�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�*RG¶V�UHGHPSWLYH�SODQ��
7KHUH�DUH�QR�PRUH�FRYHQDQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV�WR�EH�UHYHDOHG�

Interesting and very important for highlighting theological differences, 
HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�HFFOHVLRORJ\��LV�DQ\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�³QHZQHVV´�LQ�WKH�
new covenant in terms of the changes which have occurred in the nature 
and structure�RI� WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLW\��)RU� WKRVH�ZKR�DUJXH� WKDW�
the church is substantially different from Israel, as do many dispensational-
ists and those in the believers church tradition (including Baptists), what 
PDNHV�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�³QHZ´�LV�WKDW�all those within the “new covenant 
FRPPXQLW\´� DUH�� E\� GH¿QLWLRQ�� SHRSOH� ZKR� SUHVHQWO\� KDYH� H[SHULHQFHG�

��ௗ6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��%RRWK��Children of the Promise������-HIIUH\�'��1LHOO��³7KH�1HZQHVV�RI�WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�´�LQ�
*UHJJ�6WUDZEULGJH��HG��The Case for Covenantal Infant Baptism��3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5������������±�����FI��:DO-
WHU�&��.DLVHU��-U���Toward Rediscovering the Old Testament��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��=RQGHUYDQ�����������±����,Q�VWDWLQJ�
that covenant theology views the new covenant in renewal terms, I am highlighting their emphasis on continuity 
LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��1R�GRXEW��DV�,�ZLOO�GLVFXVV�EHORZ��FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJLDQV�VXFK�DV�0LFKDHO�6��+RUWRQ�GR�
WDON�DERXW�WKH�³QHZQHVV´�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LQ�TXDOLWDWLYHO\�GLIIHUHQW�WHUPV��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�FRQWUDVWHG�ZLWK�WKH�
6LQDL��ROG��FRYHQDQW��$V�+RUWRQ��God of Promise������VWDWHV��³7KH�SRLQW�FRXOG�QRW�EH�FOHDUHU�>IURP�-HU�������±��@��
WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LV�QRW�D�UHQHZDO�RI�WKH�ROG�FRYHQDQW�PDGH�DW�6LQDL��EXW�DQ�HQWLUHO\�GLIIHUHQW�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�DQ�
HQWLUHO\�GLIIHUHQW�EDVLV�´�<HW�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�+RUWRQ�YLHZV�WKH�6LQDL�FRYHQDQW�PRUH�LQ�WHUPV�
RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�ZRUNV�DQG�QRW�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�YLHZLQJ�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�
WKH�$EUDKDPLF�DQG�RWKHU�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV��ZKLFK�KH�EHOLHYHV�DUH�³JRVSHO´�FRYHQDQWV�JLYHQ�WKHLU�XQFRQGLWLRQDO��
UR\DO�JUDQW�QDWXUH��KH�GRHV�VHH�PXFK�PRUH�FRQWLQXLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�FRYHQDQWV�DQG�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�
��ௗ7KHVH�SRLQWV�DUH�WDNHQ�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�VRXUFHV��6HH�%RRWK��Children of the Promise����±����'RXJODV�:LOVRQ��
7R� D� 7KRXVDQG�*HQHUDWLRQV�� ,QIDQW� %DSWLVP²&RYHQDQW�0HUF\� IRU� WKH� 3HRSOH� RI�*RG� �0RVFRZ�� ,'�� &DQRQ��
���������±����1LHOO�� ³1HZQHVV�RI� WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�´����±�����5LFKDUG�/��3UDWW�� -U�� ³,QIDQW�%DSWLVP� LQ� WKH�
1HZ�&RYHQDQW�´�LQ�Case for Covenantal Infant Baptism�����±�����*HRIIUH\�:��%URPLOH\��³7KH�&DVH�IRU�,QIDQW�
%DSWLVP�´�Christianity Today� �2FWREHU������������±����%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology�����±�����DQG�5��6FRWW�
&ODUN�� ³$�&RQWHPSRUDU\�5HIRUPHG�'HIHQVH�RI� ,QIDQW�%DSWLVP�´�KWWS���SXEOLF�FVXVP�HGX�SXEOLF�JXHVWV�UVFODUN�
,QIDQWB%DSWLVP�KWPO���±���
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UHJHQHUDWLRQ� RI� KHDUW� DQG� WKH� IXOO� IRUJLYHQHVV� RI� VLQ�� -HUHPLDK� �����±���
certainly seems to point in this direction, and it is here that various under-
VWDQGLQJV�RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�EHJLQ�WR�SDUW�SDWKV��2EYLRXVO\�WKLV�ODW-
WHU�YLHZ�RI�³QHZQHVV´�LPSOLHV�D�discontinuity at the structural level between 
the old and new covenants, a view which covenant theology rejects given 
WKHLU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� XQLW\� RI� WKH� FRYHQDQW� RI� JUDFH�� 7KDW� LV� ZK\�
5HIRUPHG�WKHRORJ\�FRQWLQXHV�WR�YLHZ�WKH�FKXUFK�OLNH�,VUDHO�RI�ROG��L�H���DV�
D�PL[HG�FRPPXQLW\�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�ZLWKLQ�LW�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�ERWK�WKH�HOHFW�
�FRYHQDQW�NHHSHUV��DQG� WKH�QRQ�HOHFW� �FRYHQDQW�EUHDNHUV���7KXV�KRZ�RQH�
understands the nature and structure of the new covenant in relation to the 
previous biblical covenants is a crucial matter which needs to be resolved 
LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�KHDGZD\�LQ�WKHRORJLFDO�DUHDV�WKDW�GLYLGH�XV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�
RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�HFFOHVLRORJ\�

At this point, it is necessary to pause for a moment and address two 
important differences within covenant theology in regard to their under-
VWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�YLV�j�YLV�WKH�RQH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��%RWK�
RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZLGHO\�GLVFXVVHG�ZLWKLQ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��7KH�
¿UVW� LVVXH�GHDOV�ZLWK� WKH�nature of the covenant of grace, particularly the 
LVVXH�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�LV�XQFRQGLWLRQDO�DQG�RU�FRQGLWLRQDO��
7KH�VHFRQG�LVVXH�UDLVHV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��ZLWK�ZKRP�GRHV�*RG�HQWHU�LQWR�D�FRY-
HQDQW�UHODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH"�/HW�XV�ORRN�DW�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV�LQ�
turn in order to highlight not only these different viewpoints within covenant 
WKHRORJ\�EXW�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�SRLQWV�WKDW�LOOXVWUDWH�LWV�RYHUDOO�SRVLWLRQ�

)LUVW�� LV�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�XQFRQGLWLRQDO�DQG�RU�FRQGLWLRQDO"�)RU�
the most part, covenant theology has argued that the covenant is uncon-
ditional��*RG� DFWV� LQ� D� VRYHUHLJQ� DQG� XQLODWHUDO� IDVKLRQ� WR� HVWDEOLVK� WKH�
FRYHQDQW��)XUWKHUPRUH��KH�QRW�RQO\�VRYHUHLJQO\�HVWDEOLVKHV�WKH�FRYHQDQW�
UHODWLRQ�EXW�KH�DOVR�PDLQWDLQV�DQG�IXO¿OOV�FRPSOHWHO\�WKH�SURPLVHV�WKDW�KH�
PDNHV� WR�KLV�SHRSOH�� ,Q� WKH�HQG��HYHU\WKLQJ�*RG�GHPDQGV�RI�KLV�SHRSOH�
in terms of repentance, faith, and obedience, he graciously grants them 
E\�VRYHUHLJQ�JUDFH�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�E\�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�6SLULW��$V�&RUQHOLXV�
9HQHPD�QLFHO\�VXPPDULVHV�

Not only are the covenant’s obligations preceded by God’s gracious prom-
LVH�� EXW� WKHVH� REOLJDWLRQV� DUH� IXO¿OOHG� IRU� DQG� LQ� EHOLHYHUV� E\� WKH� WULXQH�
*RG²)DWKHU��6RQ��DQG�+RO\�6SLULW²LQ�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�RSHUDWLRQV��*RG¶V�
GHPDQGV�DUH�ERUQ�RI�JUDFH�DQG�IXO¿OOHG�LQ�XV�E\�JUDFH��,Q�WKHVH�UHVSHFWV��
WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�LV�XQFRQGLWLRQDO��H[FOXGLQJ�HYHU\�SRVVLEOH�IRUP�RI�
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merit, whereby the faith and obedience of God’s people would be the basis 
IRU�WKHLU�REWDLQLQJ�OLIH�DQG�VDOYDWLRQ���

With that said, however, within covenant theology, and related to the 
DERYH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�RI�ZRUNV�DQG�JUDFH��
some have wanted to distinguish the biblical covenants further in terms 
RI� WKH� XQFRQGLWLRQDO�FRQGLWLRQDO� FDWHJRU\�� )RU� H[DPSOH��0LFKDHO� +RUWRQ�
IROORZLQJ�0HUHGLWK� .OLQH� DUJXHV� WKDW� WKH� ROG� FRYHQDQW� �L�H��� 6LQDLWLF� RU�
Mosaic) is predominately a law-covenant and republication of the “cov-
HQDQW�RI�ZRUNV´�ZLWK�$GDP�DQG�LV�WKXV�FRQGLWLRQDO��ZKLOH�WKH�$EUDKDPLF��
'DYLGLF�� DQG�QHZ�FRYHQDQWV� DUH�XQFRQGLWLRQDO� FRYHQDQWV��+H�DUJXHV� WKLV�
EDVHG�RQ�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�$GDPLF�DQG�6LQDLWLF��ROG��FRYHQDQWV�IRO-
ORZ�WKH�DQFLHQW�1HDU�(DVW¶V�VX]HUDLQ�YDVVDO�SDWWHUQ��ZKLOH�WKH�RWKHU�ELEOLFDO�
covenants are grounded in God’s unconditional promise to act unilaterally 
RQ�EHKDOI�RI�KLV�SHRSOH��,W�LV�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��QRZ�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�KDV�
EHHQ� LQDXJXUDWHG� LQ�&KULVW�� WKDW� WKH�6LQDL�FRYHQDQW� LV�QR� ORQJHU� LQ� IRUFH��
HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW�LV��JLYHQ�LWV�XQFRQGLWLRQDO�QDWXUH��� It 
is also for this reason that he argues, contra dispensational thought, that the 
ODQG�SURPLVH� LV� WLHG� WR� WKH�6LQDL�FRYHQDQW�DQG� LV� WKXV�FRQGLWLRQDO�� ,VUDHO��
then, in disobeying the covenant, forfeited the land and as such, “its theo-
FUDWLF�VWDWXV�ZDV�UHYRNHG�´��

On the other hand, covenant theology has also argued that the covenant 
of grace (including the new covenant) is conditional�LQ�DW�OHDVW�WZR�VHQVHV��
7KH� ¿UVW� VHQVH� LV� LQ� WHUPV� RI� WKH� EOHVVLQJV� RI� WKH� FRYHQDQW� EHLQJ� WRWDOO\�
GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�&KULVW��WKH�ODVW�$GDP��IXO¿OOLQJ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�
REHGLHQFH�¿UVW�VHW�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�ZRUNV�DV�ERWK�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�
DQG�VXEVWLWXWH�RI�KLV�SHRSOH��7KH�VHFRQG�VHQVH�RI�YLHZLQJ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�
grace’s conditionality is in terms of the covenant obligations placed on us in 
RUGHU�WR�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�FRYHQDQW��QDPHO\��WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�UHSHQWDQFH��
IDLWK��DQG�REHGLHQFH��1R�GRXEW��WKHVH�FRYHQDQW�REOLJDWLRQV�DUH�QRW�YLHZHG�
DV� PHULWRULRXV� JURXQGV� IRU� RXU� MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�� UDWKHU� WKH\� DUH� ³QHFHVVDU\�

��ௗ&RUQHOLXV�3��9HQHPD��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%DSWLVP�´�LQ�Case for Covenantal Infant Baptism������
��ௗ)RU�D�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKLV�DUJXPHQW�VHH�+RUWRQ��God of Promise����±����+RUWRQ��DV�GLG�%ODLVLQJ�LQ�KLV�GLV-
FXVVLRQ�RI� WKH� FRYHQDQWV�� IROORZV� D� IDLUO\� VWDQGDUG�ZD\�RI� FDWHJRULVLQJ� WKH� FRYHQDQWV� WRGD\�� UR\DO� JUDQW� DQG�
VX]HUDLQ�YDVVDO��$�UR\DO�JUDQW�FRYHQDQW��DV�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�1RDKLF��$EUDKDPLF��'DYLGLF��DQG�QHZ�FRYHQDQWV��
LV�XQFRQGLWLRQDO��7KH\�DOO�UHSUHVHQW�D�SURPLVH�RI�*RG�WR�IXO¿OO�XQLODWHUDOO\�WKH�FRYHQDQW�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKDW�WKH�
FRYHQDQW�SDUWLHV�GR��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��D�VX]HUDLQ�YDVVDO�FRYHQDQW�LV�FRQGLWLRQDO�DQG�ELODWHUDO�DQG�WKXV�GHSHQGHQW�
XSRQ�WKH�SDUWLHV�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�NHHSLQJ�LWV�REOLJDWLRQV��,Q�WKLV�FDWHJRU\�+RUWRQ�SODFHV�$GDP�DQG�,VUDHO�DQG�WKHLU�
UHVSHFWLYH�FRYHQDQWV�
��ௗHorton, God of Promise�����
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UHVSRQVHV�WR�WKH�FRYHQDQW¶V�SURPLVHV´�DQG��DV�VXFK��DUH�³LQVWUXPHQWDO�WR�WKH�
HQMR\PHQW�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW¶V�EOHVVLQJV�´80 Even Horton, who strongly argues 
that the new covenant is an unconditional or a royal grant covenant, contra 
WKH�ELODWHUDO�FRYHQDQW�RI�6LQDL��PDLQWDLQV�ERWK�RI�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�FRQGLWLRQDO-
LW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW���

It is at this place in the discussion that most covenant theologians con-
WHQG� WKDW� WKH� FRYHQDQW� RI� JUDFH� DOZD\V� LQYROYHV� D� ³FRQGLWLRQDO� SURPLVH´�
“with blessings for those who obey the conditions of the covenant and curses 
for those who disobey its conditions�´�� In principle, then, the covenant of 
grace, which includes the new covenant, is conditional in the second sense 
described above and is thus breakable��� It is at this point that most covenant 
WKHRORJLDQV�DUJXH�IRU�WKH�³PL[HG´�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��WKDW�LV��
WKH�FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLW\� LV�FRPSULVHG�RI�ERWK�FRYHQDQW�NHHSHUV�DQG�FRY-
HQDQW�EUHDNHUV��7KDW�LV�ZK\��JLYHQ�WKH�PL[HG�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�FRP-
munity, the circle of the covenant community, whether in the old or new era, 
LV�ZLGHU�DQG�ODUJHU�WKDQ�WKH�FLUFOH�RI�HOHFWLRQ����)RU�H[DPSOH��+RUWRQ�LQVLVWV�
RQ� WKLV�SUHFLVH�SRLQW�� WKH� FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��
“in its administration� LQYROYHV� FRQGLWLRQV�´� VLQFH� ³,W� LV� D� FRYHQDQW�PDGH�
ZLWK�EHOLHYHUV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�´�� As Horton and all covenant theologians 
DFNQRZOHGJH��QRW�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�LV�HOHFW��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH��
as in the nation of Israel under the old covenant, to have those within the 
church who are believers as well as those who are unbelievers, with all of 
WKHP�EHLQJ�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�PHPEHUV��$SSHDOLQJ�WR�WKH�RIWHQ�FLWHG�SDUDEOH�RI�
WKH�ZHHGV� �0DWW�� �����±���� ��±�����+RUWRQ� DQG� FRYHQDQW� WKHRORJ\� DUJXH�
that “not everyone who belongs to the covenant community will persevere to 
WKH�HQG��6RPH�DUH�ZHHGV�VRZQ�DPRQJ�WKH�ZKHDW��VHHGV�WKDW�IHOO�RQ�URFN\�VRLO�
RU�WKDW�LV�FKRNHG�E\�WKH�ZHHGV��������1RW�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�LV�

80ௗ9HQHPD��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%DSWLVP�´������)RU�D�IXUWKHU�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKLV�SRLQW�VHH�%HUNKRI��Systematic 
Theology�����±�����DQG�0XUUD\��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\�´����±����
��ௗ6HH�+RUWRQ��God of Promise�� ���±�����+RUWRQ� DUJXHV� WKDW� WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW� KDV� D� YDVW� DUUD\�RI� FRQGLWLRQV�
DWWDFKHG�WR�LW�IRU�¿QDO�VDOYDWLRQ��7KHVH�FRQGLWLRQV�LQYROYH�QRW�RQO\�LQLWLDO�UHSHQWDQFH�DQG�IDLWK��EXW�SHUVHYHUDQFH�LQ�
ERWK��DV�ZHOO�DV�KROLQHVV�RI�OLIH��+RZHYHU��ZLWKLQ�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��VLQFH�LW�LV�D�FRYHQDQW�RI�SURPLVH��³HYHU\WKLQJ�
that God requires in this covenant is also given�E\�*RG�´�������
��ௗBooth, Children of the Promise������HPSKDVLV�KLV��
��ௗ)RU�D�GHYHORSPHQW�RI� WKH�³FRQGLWLRQDO´�DQG�³EUHDNDEOH´�QDWXUH�RI�HYHU\�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQW� LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�QHZ�
covenant see Wilson, To a Thousand Generations����±����3UDWW��³,QIDQW�%DSWLVP�LQ�WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�´����±����
��ௗ2Q�WKLV�SRLQW�VHH�9HQHPD��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%DSWLVP�´�����
��ௗHorton, God of Promise�������+RUWRQ¶V�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�VWDWHPHQW�LV�WKLV��³1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�LQ�
its administration�LQYROYHV�FRQGLWLRQV��,W�LV�D�FRYHQDQW�PDGH�ZLWK�EHOLHYHUV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��1RW�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�
FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�LV�HOHFW��WKH�,VUDHO�EHORZ�LV�D�ODUJHU�FODVV�WKDQ�WKH�,VUDHO�DERYH��6RPH�,VUDHOLWHV�KHDUG�WKH�JRVSHO�
in the wilderness and responded in faith, while others did not—and the writer to the Hebrews uses this as a warning 
DOVR�WR�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�KHLUV�RI�WKH�VDPH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��+HE�����±����´
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HOHFW�´86 In fact, it is due to this understanding of the nature of the “covenant 
RI�JUDFH´�WKDW�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�DUJXHV�IRU�WKHLU�³PL[HG�FRPPXQLW\�HFFOH-
VLRORJ\�´�ZKLFK�DOVR�JURXQGV�WKHLU�DUJXPHQW�IRU�SDHGREDSWLVP��,Q�SULQFLSOH��
they argue, there is nothing objectionable in viewing unregenerate people as 
part of the covenant community and thus to apply to them the covenant sign, 
contra the believers church tradition (and those in the dispensational tradi-
WLRQ��ZKR�FRQWHQG�WKDW�EDSWLVP�RXJKW�WR�DSSO\�RQO\�WR�EHOLHYHUV��L�H���WKRVH�
ZKR�SURIHVV�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW��� At the heart of this difference between these 
two ecclesiologies is a larger covenantal debate regarding the similarity and 
GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ROG�DQG�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLWLHV�

7KLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�ÀRZV�GLUHFWO\�LQWR�WKH�
second important issue discussed within covenant theology, namely, the 
question, in the covenant of grace, with whom does God enter into covenant 
UHODWLRQ"�*LYHQ�WKH�³FRQGLWLRQDOLW\´�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��DQG�WKH�IDFW�
WKDW�QRW�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�LV�HOHFW��ZKR�H[DFWO\�DUH�WKH�SDU-
ties of the covenant? Does God covenant with the elect only, or does he 
FRYHQDQW�ZLWK� ³EHOLHYHUV� DQG� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ´²FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�PD\� RU�PD\�
QRW�EH� WKH�HOHFW"�,W�ZRXOG�VHHP�WKDW��JLYHQ�WKHLU�YLHZ�RI�³FRQGLWLRQDOLW\�´�
WKH�DQVZHU�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�ODWWHU��JLYHQ�WKH�PL[HG�QDWXUH�RI� WKH�FRPPXQLW\��
+RZHYHU��ZLWKLQ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�GHEDWH�RYHU�
WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�:HVWPLQVWHU�&RQIHVVLRQ�RI�)DLWK�������DQG�
WKH�:HVWPLQVWHU� /DUJHU� &DWHFKLVP� �TXHVWLRQ� ���� RSW� IRU� WKH� ¿UVW� RSWLRQ��
QDPHO\�� WKDW�*RG�FRYHQDQWV�ZLWK� WKH� HOHFW�RQO\� LQ� WKH� FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��
&RUQHOLXV�9HQHPD�VXFFLQFWO\�VXPPDULVHV�WKH�&RQIHVVLRQ�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�ZKHQ�
he writes, “In the strictest sense of the covenant as a saving communion with 
God, the parties of the covenant of grace are the triune God and his elect 
SHRSOH´88 and the condition of reception into that covenant is repentance and 
IDLWK��7KXV��DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�UHMHFW�WKH�IUHH�RIIHU�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�VWDQG�outside the 
covenant of grace and, it would also seem to imply, they are also outside the 
FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLW\�

If this is so, however, then why do so many covenant theologians argue 
WKDW�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�DOVR�HPEUDFHV�³DOO�EHOLHYHUV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ´²
FKLOGUHQ�ZKR��ZH�NQRZ�LQ�UHDOLW\��DUH�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�EURXJKW�WR�VDYLQJ�IDLWK�
DQG�WKXV�PD\�FRQVWLWXWH�WKH�QRQ�HOHFW��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�LV�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�³GXDO�

86ௗHorton, God of Promise�����������
��ௗ6HH�DOVR�3UDWW��³,QIDQW�%DSWLVP�LQ�WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�´������IRU�DQ�DI¿UPDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�SRLQW�
88ௗ9HQHPD��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%DSWLVP�´�����

Kingdom through Covenant.514647.i06.indd   68 5/31/12   2:06 PM



Covenants in Biblical-Theological Systems: Dispensational and Covenant Theology௑69

DVSHFW´� RI� WKH� FRYHQDQW��$V�9HQHPD� FRUUHFWO\� QRWHV�� ³7KHVH� WKHRORJLDQV��
ZKLOH�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ� WKDW� WKH� OLIH�DQG�VDOYDWLRQ�SURPLVHG� LQ� WKH�FRYHQDQW�
of grace are inherited only by the elect, argue that the covenant promise, 
WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�LWV�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�REOLJDWLRQ��LV�H[WHQGHG�WR�$EUDKDP�DQG�KLV�
VHHG�´89�+RZ�GR�ZH�PDNH� VHQVH� RI� WKLV� VHHPLQJO\� FRQWUDGLFWRU\� DQVZHU"�
7KLV�LV�QRW�D�PLQRU�SRLQW��7KHRORJLFDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��PXFK�RI�WKH�DUJXPHQW�IRU�
a covenantal view of the church and ordinances, especially its defense of 
SDHGREDSWLVP��FHQWUHV�RQ�WKLV�YHU\�LVVXH��7KDW�LV�ZK\�D�VWDQGDUG�FRQWHQWLRQ�
RI� SDHGREDSWLVWV� LV� WKH� IROORZLQJ�� ³WKH� FKLOGUHQ� RI� EHOLHYHUV�ZHUH� DOZD\V�
LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�XQGHU�WKH�ROGHU�FRYHQDQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV��
In deference to this established biblical pattern, we must assume that, apart 
from explicit biblical warrant to the contrary, the children of believers 
DUH�VWLOO�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�´90�7KXV��LQIDQWV��OLNH�WKHLU�DGXOW�
EHOLHYLQJ�SDUHQWV��DUH�WR�EH�FLUFXPFLVHG�DQG�QRZ�EDSWL]HG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�
ERWK�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLW\�

5HJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�RQH�WKLQNV�WKLV�³GXDO�DVSHFW´�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�LV�
biblical, especially in regard to the nature of the new covenant (an issue 
ZH�ZLOO� UHWXUQ� WR� LQ� FKDSWHU������ZKDW� LV� LQVWUXFWLYH� LQ� WKLV�GHEDWH� LV�KRZ�
covenant theologians understand the relationship between the biblical cov-
enants in relation to the one�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��7KH�RQO\�ZD\�WKH\�FDQ�MXVWLI\�
WKH�³GXDO�DVSHFW´�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�
FRPPXQLW\�� LV� E\� YLHZLQJ� WKH� ³FRYHQDQW� RI� JUDFH´� �DQ� RYHUDUFKLQJ� WKHR-
ORJLFDO�FDWHJRU\��WKURXJK�WKH�OHQV�RI�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW��D�VSHFL¿F�KLV-
torical covenant which includes within it national, typological, and spiritual 
DVSHFWV�����7KDW� LV�ZK\�WKH�JHQHDORJLFDO�SULQFLSOH�IRXQG� LQ� WKH�$EUDKDPLF�
FRYHQDQW�DQG�OLQNHG�WR�FLUFXPFLVLRQ²³WR�\RX�DQG�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ´²FRQWLQ-
ues unchanged across redemptive-history, even with the inauguration of the 
QHZ�FRYHQDQW�HUD��$�FRPPRQ�FRPSODLQW�DJDLQVW�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�DW�WKLV�
point is that it tends to reduce the national (physical) and typological aspects 
of the Abrahamic covenant to the spiritual aspects, which, in turn, becomes 
WKH�JULG�E\�ZKLFK�DOO�RWKHU�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�DUH�YLHZHG��VSHFL¿FDOO\� WKH�

89ௗ,ELG��������)RU�D�IXUWKHU�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKLV�³GXDO�DVSHFW´�VHH�%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology�����±����
90ௗBooth, Children of the Promise������HPSKDVLV�PLQH��
��ௗInterestingly and a bit ironically, covenant theology appeals to the Abrahamic covenant similarly to the way 
GLVSHQVDWLRQDO� WKHRORJ\�GRHV�EXW�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�FRQFOXVLRQV��$V�QRWHG�DERYH��GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�DUJXHV� WKDW� WKH�
$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW� LV� IRXQGDWLRQDO� WR�DOO� WKH�RWKHU�FRYHQDQWV�DQG� WKDW��KHUPHQHXWLFDOO\�VSHDNLQJ�� WKH�VSHFL¿F�
SURPLVHV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�JLYHQ�DQG�QRW�H[SOLFLWO\�DEURJDWHG�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�ODQG�SURPLVH��DUH�
QRZ�VWLOO�LQ�IRUFH��&RYHQDQW�WKHRORJLDQV�GR�not�YLHZ�WKH�ODQG�SURPLVH�LQ�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��EXW�WKH\�DUJXH�LQ�
D�VLPLODU�IDVKLRQ�IRU�WKH�³JHQHDORJLFDO�SULQFLSOH´�DFURVV�WKH�&DQRQ�VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW��:H�ZLOO�
UHWXUQ�WR�WKLV�SRLQW�LQ�FKDSWHUV���DQG����
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QHZ�FRYHQDQW��7KXV��WR�VSHDN�RI�WKH�³FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH´�LV�UHDOO\�WR�VSHDN�RI�
WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW�UHGXFHG�WR�LWV�VSLULWXDO�DVSHFWV�DORQH��7KDW�LV�ZK\�
LQ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�SDUWLHV�RI�WKH�³FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�´�FRYHQDQW�
WKHRORJLDQV�FDQ�VSHDN�RI� WKH�³GXDO�DVSHFW´�RI� WKH�SDUWLHV�RI� WKH�FRYHQDQW��
HYHQ� WKRXJK�³EHOLHYHUV�DQG� WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ´� LV�D�JHQHDORJLFDO� IRUPXOD�VSH-
FL¿FDOO\�WLHG�WR� WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW��SULPDULO\� LQWHUSUHWHG�LQ�SK\VLFDO�
WHUPV���7KLV�JHQHDORJLFDO�SULQFLSOH�LV�FHUWDLQO\�SLFNHG�XS�LQ�ODWHU�FRYHQDQWV��
but, as we will contend (along with the dispensational tradition), it is highly 
TXHVWLRQDEOH�ZKHWKHU�WKHUH�LV�QR�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�RI�LW�QRZ�WKDW�&KULVW�KDV�FRPH�
DQG�LQDXJXUDWHG�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��$GGLWLRQDOO\��LW�LV�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�WKDW�FRY-
HQDQW� WKHRORJ\�DOVR�GLVSOD\V� WKH� WHQGHQF\� WR�PDUJLQDOL]H� WKH�QDWLRQDO�HOH-
ments of the Abrahamic covenant and to interpret them solely in spiritual 
WHUPV²DQRWKHU�SRLQW�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKRXJKW�KDV�FULWLFLVHG�UHSHDWHGO\�

([DPSOHV�RI�WKH�HTXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�³FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH´�ZLWK�WKH�³$EUDKDPLF�
FRYHQDQW´�DERXQG�LQ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��)RU�H[DPSOH��/RXLV�%HUNKRI�DGPLWV�
that, at least in theory, the Abrahamic covenant has both national and spiritual 
aspects to it,�� but in reality the national aspects of the covenant fall by the 
wayside and the spiritual DVSHFWV�DUH�WUHDWHG�DV�SULPDU\��7KDW�LV�ZK\�KH�FDQ�
say that circumcision is “the initiatory sign and seal of the covenant of grace´�
(when in truth it is the sign of the Abrahamic covenant and not of all of the 
ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV��DQG�WKDW�³WKLV�FRYHQDQW�>$EUDKDPLF@�LV�VWLOO�LQ�IRUFH�DQG�
is essentially identical�ZLWK�WKH�µQHZ�FRYHQDQW¶�RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�GLVSHQVDWLRQ´�� 
with little regard for the redemptive-historical distinctions between the bibli-
FDO�FRYHQDQWV��2U��WKLV�LV�ZK\�-RKQ�0XUUD\�DUJXHV�WKDW�VLQFH�³WKH�QHZ�FRY-
HQDQW�LV�WKH�IXO¿OOPHQW�DQG�XQIROGLQJ�RI�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW´�DQG�³WKH�
FRYHQDQW�PDGH�ZLWK�$EUDKDP�LQFOXGHG�WKH�LQIDQW�VHHG��DQG�ZDV�VLJQL¿HG�DQG�
VHDOHG�E\�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�´�DQG�³WKDW�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�LV�WKH�VLJQ�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�
LQ�LWV�GHHSHVW�VSLULWXDO�VLJQL¿FDQFH�´�� we are under divine command, derived 

��ௗ6HH�%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology������
��ௗ%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology�������HPSKDVLV�PLQH���,Q�IDFW��%HUNKRI�DUJXHV�WKDW�ZKDW�LV�QRUPDWLYH�IRU�&KULV-
WLDQV�WRGD\�LV�QRW�WKH�0RVDLF��6LQDLWLF��ROG��FRYHQDQW�EXW�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW��LQWHUSUHWHG�LQ�OLJKW�RI�LWV�VSLUL-
WXDO�DVSHFWV���7KH�6LQDLWLF��DUJXHV�%HUNKRI��³LV�DQ�LQWHUOXGH��FRYHULQJ�D�SHULRG�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�UHDO�FKDUDFWHU�RI�WKH�
FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��WKDW�LV��LWV�IUHH�DQG�JUDFLRXV�FKDUDFWHU��LV�VRPHZKDW�HFOLSVHG�E\�DOO�NLQGV�RI�H[WHUQDO�FHUHPRQLHV�
and forms, which, in connection with the theocratic life of Israel, placed the demands of the law prominently in the 
IRUHJURXQG��FI��*DO�����,Q�WKH�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�$EUDKDP��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�SURPLVH�DQG�WKH�IDLWK�WKDW�UHVSRQGV�
WR�WKH�SURPLVH�DUH�PDGH�HPSKDWLF´�����±������,Q�D�VLPLODU�IDVKLRQ��5��6FRWW�&ODUN�DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�
LV�³QHZ´�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�FRQWUDVWHG�ZLWK�0RVHV��ROG�FRYHQDQW���EXW�QRW�ZLWK�$EUDKDP��RU�$GDP���DQG�LW�LV�WKH�FRY-
HQDQW�ZLWK�WKH�ODWWHU�WKDW�FRQWLQXHV�LQ�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�XVKHUHG�LQ�E\�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��6HH�³&RQWHPSRUDU\�
5HIRUPHG�'HIHQVH�RI�,QIDQW�%DSWLVP�´����&I��+RUWRQ��God of Promise����±����ZKR�PDNHV�WKLV�VDPH�SRLQW�
��ௗ6HH� -RKQ�0XUUD\�� ³%DSWLVP�´� LQ�Collected Writings of John Murray�� ��YROV�� �&DUOLVOH��3$��%DQQHU�RI�7UXWK��
��������������6HH�DOVR�WKLV�VDPH�HPSKDVLV�LQ�9HQHPD��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%DSWLVP�´������DQG�%U\DQ�&KDSHOO��
³$�3DVWRUDO�2YHUYLHZ�RI�,QIDQW�%DSWLVP�´�LQ�Case for Covenantal Infant Baptism����±���
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IURP�WKH�FRQWLQXLW\�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH��WR�EDSWL]H�RXU�LQIDQW�FKLOGUHQ��
WKXV�PDNLQJ� WKHP� IXOO�PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� FKXUFK�� ,Q� WKH� HQG��ZKDW�%HUNKRI��
Murray, and most covenant theologians do is to strip the Abrahamic covenant 
of some of its aspects, identify it as a pure gospel covenant, and then equate 
LW��DOPRVW�LQ�D�RQH�WR�RQH�IDVKLRQ��ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�

7KH� KXJH� TXHVWLRQ� WKDW� UHPDLQV�� WKRXJK�� LV� ZKHWKHU� WKLV� XQGHUVWDQG-
ing of the relationship between the biblical covenants and the “covenant of 
JUDFH´�LV�OHJLWLPDWH��1R�GRXEW��ZLWKLQ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\��WKLV�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
H[SODLQV�ZK\�WKHUH�LV�FRQWLQXLW\�DFURVV�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\²HYHQ�D�FRQWLQX-
LW\�ZKLFK�KHOSV�HVWDEOLVK�WKHLU�YLHZ�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�KHU�RUGLQDQFHV��%XW�
does it do justice to the biblical distinctions between the covenants which 
OHDG�XV�WR�DI¿UP�VRPH�FUXFLDO�FRYHQDQWDO�discontinuities—all of which have 
PDVVLYH�WKHRORJLFDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�LQ�PDQ\�DUHDV��QRW�OHDVW�HFFOHVLRORJ\��/HW�
us now develop in more detail covenant theology’s view of the nature of the 
FKXUFK�DV�LW�SHUWDLQV�WR�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�

COVENANT THEOLOGY AND THE 
NATURE OF THE CHURCH
We have already stated that covenant theology insists that, in the administra-
tion of the covenant of grace across time, there are many who belong to the 
covenant community, with all of the covenant privileges pertaining thereto, 
ZKR�DUH�QRW�DPRQJ�WKH�HOHFW��7KDW�LV�ZK\�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJLDQV�KDYH�DGPLW-
ted that the circle of the covenant community is wider than the circle of elec-
WLRQ��� What is crucial to note is how this view of the nature of the church is 
GLUHFWO\�OLQNHG�WR�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�

Intimately related to the unity of the covenant of grace is the unity of the 
SHRSOH�RI�*RG�DFURVV�WKH�DJHV��,QVWHDG�RI�YLHZLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�³2OG�
7HVWDPHQW�,VUDHO´�DQG�WKH�³1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�FKXUFK´�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�SUHVHUYH�DQ�
emphasis on continuity and discontinuity, covenant theology tends to empha-
sise the element of continuity�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�GLVFRQWLQXLW\��HYHQ�WKRXJK��LW�
PXVW�EH�DGPLWWHG��WKHUH�DUH�¿QH�QXDQFHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�V\VWHP�96�5DQG\�%RRWK��IRU�
H[DPSOH��VWURQJO\�DVVHUWV�WKDW�D�FRYHQDQWDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�
HQWDLOV� WKDW�³*RG�KDV�KDG�RQH�SHRSOH� WKURXJKRXW�DOO� WKH�DJHV��$OWKRXJK� WKLV�
one church has developed through various stages, she is still the same church 

��ௗ6HH�9HQHPD��³&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\�DQG�%DSWLVP�´������FI��+RUWRQ��God of Promise������
96ௗ6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�YHU\�QXDQFHG�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�1HZ�7HV-
WDPHQW�FKXUFK�LQ�(GPXQG�3��&ORZQH\��The Church: Sacraments, Worship, Ministry, Mission��'RZQHUV�*URYH��,/��
,QWHU9DUVLW\�3UHVV�����������±����DQG�5REHUWVRQ��Christ of the Covenants�����±�����DQG�LGHP��Israel of God����±���
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IURP�DJH�WR�DJH�´�� One of the crucial ecclesiological conclusions drawn from 
WKLV�YLHZ�LV�D�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�LQIDQW�EDSWLVP��$V�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�FRQWHQGV��
LI�*RG��LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��LQFOXGHG�³EHOLHYHUV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ´�LQWR�WKH�
membership of the covenant community (Israel) then nothing has changed in 
WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�HUD��LQ�WKH�FKXUFK���%RRWK�GUDZV�WKLV�H[DFW�FRQFOXVLRQ�ZKHQ�
he says, “Since God has not changed the terms of church membership, new cov-
enant believers and their children are likewise included in his church�´98

7KLV�VWUHVV�RQ�WKH�continuity of the people of God across redemptive-
history reminds us of an earlier observation we noted regarding the nature of 
WKH�FKXUFK��FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�QRW�RQO\�YLHZV�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�FRYHQDQW�
people of God (Israel) and the new covenant people of God (church) as one 
SHRSOH��WKH\�DOVR�YLHZ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�FKXUFK��LQ�LWV�YHU\�QDWXUH��WR�EH�
OLNH�,VUDHO�RI�ROG��WKDW�LV��DV�D�³PL[HG´�FRPPXQLW\�FRPSULVHG�RI�EHOLHYHUV�
DQG�XQEHOLHYHUV�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\��7KXV��SDUDOOHO�WR�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�,VUDHO��WKH�
circle of the church is wider than the circle of true believers, born of the 
6SLULW�RI�*RG��XQLWHG�WR�&KULVW�E\�IDLWK��MXVWL¿HG��DQG�VDQFWL¿HG�

It is at this point in the discussion that covenant theology employs the 
IDPRXV� ³LQYLVLEOH�YLVLEOH´� GLVWLQFWLRQ� VR� LPSRUWDQW� WR� WKHLU� HFFOHVLRORJ\��
7KH�invisible church refers to the church as God sees it, that is, the elect—
WKRVH�IURP�DOO�WLPHV�DQG�SODFHV�ZKRP�WKH�/RUG�NQRZV�DUH�KLV�DQG�KLV�DORQH��
SHUIHFWO\�DQG�LQIDOOLEO\��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��WKH�FKXUFK��ZKHWKHU�XQGHU�WKH�ROG�RU�
the new covenant, is a spiritual entity, invisible to the natural eye—the one 
SHRSOH�RI�*RG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�DJHV��/RXLV�%HUNKRI�VWDWHV�LW�WKLV�ZD\��³7KH�
&KXUFK�LV�VDLG�WR�EH�LQYLVLEOH��EHFDXVH�VKH�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�VSLULWXDO�DQG�LQ�KHU�
VSLULWXDO�HVVHQFH�FDQQRW�EH�GLVFHUQHG�E\�WKH�SK\VLFDO�H\H��DQG�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�
LPSRVVLEOH�WR�GHWHUPLQH�LQIDOOLEO\�ZKR�GR�DQG�ZKR�GR�QRW�EHORQJ�WR�KHU��7KH�
XQLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW�LV�D�P\VWLFDO�XQLRQ��WKH�6SLULW�WKDW�XQLWHV�WKHP�FRQVWLWXWHV�
DQ�LQYLVLEOH�WLH��DQG�WKH�EOHVVLQJV�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��VXFK�DV�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��JHQXLQH�
FRQYHUVLRQ�� WUXH� IDLWK��DQG�VSLULWXDO�FRPPXQLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW��DUH�DOO� LQYLV-
ible to the natural eye—and yet these things constitute the real forma (ideal 
FKDUDFWHU��RI�WKH�&KXUFK�´99

+RZHYHU��LW�PXVW�EH�TXLFNO\�DGGHG�WKDW�WKH�LQYLVLEOH�FKXUFK�PDQLIHVWV�
itself in history in a visible��ORFDO�IRUP��$V�-RKQ�0XUUD\�UHPLQGV�XV��³7KH�

��ௗBooth, Children of the Promise�� ��� �HPSKDVLV�PLQH��� )RU� WKLV� VDPH� SRLQW� VHH�+RGJH��Systematic Theology, 
�����±�����%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology�����±�����%URPLOH\��³&DVH�IRU�,QIDQW�%DSWLVP�´��±���DQG�-RKQ�0XUUD\��
Christian Baptism��3KLOOLSVEXUJ��1-��3	5�����������±����
98ௗBooth, Children of the Promise������HPSKDVLV�KLV��
99ௗ%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology�������)RU�D�VLPLODU�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�LQYLVLEOH�YLVLEOH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�DV�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�
church see Booth, Children of the Promise����±����DQG�0XUUD\��Christian Baptism����±���
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FKXUFK�PD\�QRW�EH�GH¿QHG�DV�DQ�HQWLW\�ZKROO\�LQYLVLEOH�WR�KXPDQ�SHUFHS-
WLRQ� DQG� REVHUYDWLRQ��7KH� FKXUFK� LV� WKH� FRPSDQ\� RU� VRFLHW\� RU� DVVHPEO\�
RU�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RU�FRPPXQLRQ�RI�WKH�IDLWKIXO�´����7KH�FKXUFK�LV�D�GLYLQHO\�
FUHDWHG�ERQG�EHWZHHQ�*RG�DQG�KLV�SHRSOH�DQG�EHWZHHQ�RWKHU�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��
It becomes visible in the ministry of the Word, in the practise of the sacra-
PHQWV��DQG�LQ�H[WHUQDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW���� But as a visible entity 
LW�LV�D�³PL[HG´�RQH��LQFOXGLQJ�ZLWKLQ�LW�ERWK�EHOLHYHUV�DQG�XQEHOLHYHUV�

How does this understanding of the nature of the church lead covenant 
theology to draw the crucial theological entailment of infant baptism? As 
WKH�DUJXPHQW�JRHV��VLQFH��LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��LQIDQWV�RI�EHOLHYLQJ�KRXVH-
holds were included in the visible church (Israel) by their circumcision and 
prior to a personal profession of faith and, additionally, by that act were 
considered full members of the covenant community even though they 
ZHUH�QRW�\HW�UHJHQHUDWH�PHPEHUV��WKH�VDPH�LV�WUXH�XQGHU�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��
Hence the rationale to apply the covenant sign of baptism to the infants of 
EHOLHYLQJ�SDUHQWV�HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKHVH�LQIDQWV�KDYH�QRW�\HW�H[HUFLVHG�IDLWK��DQG�
even though this practise disrupts the biblical order of baptism in the New 
7HVWDPHQW��QDPHO\��¿UVW�UHSHQWDQFH�WRZDUG�*RG�DQG�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW��DQG�WKHQ��
VHFRQGO\��D�FRQIHVVLRQ�RI�WKDW�IDLWK�SXEOLFO\�LQ�ZDWHU�EDSWLVP����

Obviously, covenant theology’s view of the nature of the church differs 
substantially from that of many in the dispensational tradition, including 
%DSWLVWV��ZKR�LGHQWLI\�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�EHOLHYHUV�FKXUFK�WUDGLWLRQ��
In a believers church view, at least in the one we will defend, even though 
there is only one people of God throughout the ages, there is, at least, a 
UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRULFDO�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�1HZ�
7HVWDPHQW�FKXUFK��1R�GRXEW�WKHUH�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQW�RI�FRQWLQXLW\�LQ�WKH�
RQH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG��EXW�WKHUH�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQW�RI�GLVFRQWLQXLW\�DV�ZHOO�
E\�YLUWXH�RI�WKH�RXU�5HGHHPHU¶V�ZRUN�ZKLFK�KDV�LQDXJXUDWHG�WKH�HQWLUH�QHZ�
FRYHQDQW�DJH��DQG�ZKR�KDV�EURXJKW�WR�IXO¿OPHQW�DOO�RI�WKH�SURPLVHV��W\SHV��
DQG�FRYHQDQWV�RI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��7KDW�LV�ZK\��LQ�WKLV�YLHZ�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��
what is unique about the nature of the new covenant community is that it is 
FRPSULVHG�RI�D�UHJHQHUDWH��EHOLHYLQJ�SHRSOH��QRW�D�PL[HG�SHRSOH�OLNH�,VUDHO�
RI�ROG��7KDW�LV�ZK\�%DSWLVWV��IRU�H[DPSOH��YLHZ�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�WUXH�PHPEHUV�

���ௗMurray, Christian Baptism�����
���ௗ6HH�%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology������
���ௗ2Q�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�RUGHU�RI�EDSWLVP��QDPHO\��¿UVW�FRQYHUVLRQ�WKHQ�EDSWLVP��DQG�WKH�FORVH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZR�� VHH� WKH� H[FHOOHQW� WUHDWPHQW� LQ�*��5��%HDVOH\�0XUUD\��Baptism in the New Testament (Grand 
5DSLGV��0,��(HUGPDQV�� ������� ��±����� DQG�5REHUW�+��6WHLQ�� ³%DSWLVP�DQG�%HFRPLQJ� D�&KULVWLDQ� LQ� WKH�1HZ�
7HVWDPHQW�´�SBJT��������������±���
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of the new covenant community as only those who have actually entered into 
IDLWK�XQLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW�E\�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��UHSHQWDQFH��DQG�IDLWK��DQG�DV�VXFK�
DUH�SDUWDNHUV�RI�DOO�RI�WKH�EHQH¿WV�DQG�EOHVVLQJV�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�DJH��
)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�LV�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKDW�EDSWLVP��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�FRYHQDQW�VLJQ�RI�
the new covenant church, is reserved only for those who have entered into 
WKHVH�JORULRXV�UHDOLWLHV�E\�WKH�VRYHUHLJQ�ZRUN�RI�*RG¶V�JUDFH�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��
+RZHYHU��LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKLV�YLHZ��FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�DUJXHV�IRU�D�³PL[HG´�
nature of the church tied to their understanding of the nature of the cov-
HQDQWV��7KH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�YLVLEOH�FKXUFK�DUH�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�³DUH�PDUNHG�RXW�
E\�EDSWLVP�DQG�DFWXDO�PHPEHUVKLS�LQ�D�ORFDO�FKXUFK´���—which, in the end, 
LQFOXGHV�³DOO�EHOLHYHUV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�´

What evidence is typically given for covenant theology’s view of the 
FKXUFK"�)RU�RXU�SXUSRVHV��WKHUH�DUH�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�SLHFHV�RI�ELEOLFDO�DQG�WKHR-
ORJLFDO�HYLGHQFH�RIWHQ�FLWHG����

���7KH�PRVW�IRXQGDWLRQDO�HYLGHQFH�LV�WKH�DSSHDO�WR�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�FRQWLQX-
LW\�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�JUDFH�DFURVV�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\��)RU�WKHP��WKLV�HQWDLOV�
WZR�WUXWKV��)LUVW��LW�HQWDLOV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�RQO\�one people of God throughout 
WKH� DJHV�� 6HFRQG�� LW� HQWDLOV� WKDW� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� WKH� FRYHQDQW� FRPPXQLW\� LV�
HVVHQWLDOO\�WKH�VDPH��+HQFH��ZKDW�PD\�EH�VDLG�DERXW�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRY-
enant community with Abraham and his children and the nation of Israel is 
also true of the nature of the new covenant community, the visible church, 
ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�ZLWKLQ�LW�ERWK�EHOLHYHUV�DQG�XQEHOLHYHUV�

���7KH�FRUURERUDWRU\�HYLGHQFH�JLYHQ�WR�VXSSRUW�WKLV�FODLP�LV�DQ�DSSHDO�WR�
WKH�ZDUQLQJ�SDVVDJHV�RI�6FULSWXUH��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�ZDUQLQJV�WKDW�VSHDN�RI�WKH�
SRVVLELOLW\�RI�DSRVWDV\��H�J���+HE�����±��������±�����:K\�DUH�WKHVH�ZDUQLQJ�
WH[WV�FLWHG�DV�FRUURERUDWRU\�HYLGHQFH"�)RU�WKH�VLPSOH�UHDVRQ�WKDW�WKHVH�WH[WV�
seem to imply that it is possible for a person to be a member of the new cov-
HQDQW�FRPPXQLW\��L�H���WKH�YLVLEOH�FKXUFK���EXW�WKHQ��VDGO\��WR�GHSDUW�IURP�WKH�
faith, thus demonstrating that they never were a regenerate, believing person 
HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�ZHUH�H[WHUQDOO\�DQG�REMHFWLYHO\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�
FRPPXQLW\��7KXV��ZKHWKHU�RQH�WKLQNV�RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�FRPPX-
QLW\�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��,VUDHO��RU�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��FKXUFK���LW�LV�HVVHQ-
WLDOO\�WKH�VDPH�LQ�ERWK�HUDV��7KDW�LV�ZK\�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�1HZ�
7HVWDPHQW�FKXUFK�PD\�LQFOXGH�ZLWKLQ�LW�WKH�HOHFW�DQG�QRQ�HOHFW��EHOLHYHUV�DQG�

���ௗBooth, Children of the Promise�����
���ௗ7KHVH�WKUHH�SLHFHV�RI�HYLGHQFH�DUH�IDLUO\�VWDQGDUG�LQ�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�OLWHUDWXUH��6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��%HUNKRI��
Systematic Theology�����±�����0XUUD\��Christian Baptism����±����%RRWK��Children of the Promise����±����DQG�
Wilson, To A Thousand Generations����±���

Kingdom through Covenant.514647.i06.indd   74 5/31/12   2:06 PM



Covenants in Biblical-Theological Systems: Dispensational and Covenant Theology௑��

unbelievers, that is, those who by receiving the covenant sign (circumcision 
RU�EDSWLVP��DUH�H[WHUQDOO\�DQG�REMHFWLYHO\�EURXJKW�LQWR�FRYHQDQW�PHPEHUVKLS�
EXW�ZKR�PD\�QHYHU�H[HUFLVH�VDYLQJ�IDLWK��&RYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�WKHQ�DSSOLHV�WKLV�
understanding to infant baptism and contends that there is nothing objection-
able in applying the covenant sign of baptism to infants and viewing them as 
IXOO�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�DSDUW�IURP�H[SOLFLW�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�

Obviously, at this point someone could dispute this particular interpreta-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�ZDUQLQJ�DQG�DSRVWDV\�SDVVDJHV��,Q�IDFW��RQH�FRXOG�FRQWHQG�WKDW�WKLV�
line of argument leads to the interpretation that it is possible for true, regen-
HUDWH�&KULVWLDQV� WR� ORVH� WKHLU� VDOYDWLRQ��$IWHU� DOO��KDV�QRW�$UPLQLDQ� WKHRORJ\�
UHSHDWHGO\�DUJXHG� WKLV�H[DFW�SRLQW� IURP�WKHVH� WH[WV"��� Needless to say, cov-
enant theologians counter by arguing that the Arminian understanding of these 
WH[WV�LV�XQELEOLFDO�as applied to the elect�����7KH�%LEOH�GRHV�QRW�WHDFK�WKDW�WUXH�
&KULVWLDQV��HOHFW��FDQ�ORVH�WKHLU�VDOYDWLRQ��,URQLFDOO\��KRZHYHU��WKH\�DJUHH�ZLWK�
WKH�$UPLQLDQ�H[HJHVLV�DQG�FRQFOXVLRQ�as applied to full covenant members who 
are not the elect��7KXV��LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�PRVW�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJLDQV��WKHVH�WH[WV�
GR�QRW�LPSO\�WKDW�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�HOHFW�WR�ORVH�WKHLU�VDOYDWLRQ��UDWKHU�WKH\�
demonstrate that “unregenerate members of the visible church can be covenant 
EUHDNHUV�LQ�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW´����DQG�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LV�D�EUHDNDEOH�FRY-
HQDQW�OLNH�WKH�ROG��,Q�FRPPHQWLQJ�RQ�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�ZDUQLQJ�WH[WV�IRU�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��'RXJ�:LOVRQ�FRQ¿GHQWO\�DVVHUWV��³WKH�
elect and the covenant members� DUH� QRW� LGHQWLFDO� VHWV� RI� SHRSOH�´��� Hence, 
DFFRUGLQJO\��WKH�ZDUQLQJ�WH[WV�RI�6FULSWXUH�DUH�FRUURERUDWRU\�HYLGHQFH�VXSSRUW-
LQJ�WKHLU�YLHZ�WKDW�WKH�FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLW\�DFURVV�WKH�DJHV�LV�D�³PL[HG´�FRP-
PXQLW\��:LOVRQ�QLFHO\�VXPPDULVHV�WKLV�YLHZ�ZKHQ�KH�ZULWHV�

7KH� EDSWLVWLF� DVVXPSWLRQ� >WKRVH� ZKR� UHMHFW� D� PL[HG� YLHZ@� LV� WKDW� WKH�
covenants are unlike� LQ� WKLV� UHVSHFW��6RPH�2OG�&RYHQDQW�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�
UHJHQHUDWH�� VRPH�ZHUH� QRW��$OO�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�PHPEHUV� DUH� UHJHQHUDWH��
7KH�SDHGREDSWLVW�>FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\@�DVVXPSWLRQ�LV�WKDW�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�DUH�
alike�LQ�WKLV�UHVSHFW��6RPH�2OG�&RYHQDQW�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�UHJHQHUDWH��VRPH�
ZHUH�QRW��6RPH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�PHPEHUV�DUH�UHJHQHUDWH��VRPH�DUH�QRW��7KH�
paedobaptist holds that the difference between the covenants is that the 
promises in the New are much better—meaning that the ratio of believer to 

���ௗ)RU�H[DPSOH��VHH�&ODUN�+��3LQQRFN��HG���Grace Unlimited �0LQQHDSROLV��%HWKDQ\���������DQG�LGHP��The Grace 
of God, the Will of Man �*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��=RQGHUYDQ��������
���ௗ6HH�%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology�����±�����5REHUW�/��5H\PRQG��A New Systematic Theology of the Christian 
Faith �1DVKYLOOH��7KRPDV�1HOVRQ������������±����
���ௗ6HH�*UHJJ�6WUDZEULGJH��³,QWURGXFWLRQ�´�LQ�Case for Covenantal Infant Baptism���±��
���ௗWilson, To a Thousand Generations�����
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XQEHOLHYHU�ZLOO�GUDVWLFDOO\�FKDQJH��7KH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�1HZ�,VUDHO�ZLOO�QRW�
EH�GLVPDO�OLNH�WKH�2OG�,VUDHO����

���)XUWKHU�VXSSRUWLQJ�HYLGHQFH�WR�EXWWUHVV�WKH�GDWD�DOUHDG\�FLWHG�LV�IRXQG�
LQ�WKH�SURPLVH�JLYHQ�LQ�$FWV�����²³IRU�\RX�DQG�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ´²DV�ZHOO�DV�
LQ�WKH�KRXVHKROG�WKHPH�DFURVV�WKH�&DQRQ��DQG�WKH�KRXVHKROG�EDSWLVPV�LQ�WKH�
1HZ�7HVWDPHQW� �VHH�$FWV����������±������������&RU���������&RYHQDQW� WKHRO-
RJ\�LV�QRW�ERWKHUHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�XQDPELJXRXV�H[DPSOH�RI�LQIDQW�
EDSWLVP�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��UDWKHU�WKH\�DUH�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�SDVVDJHV�VXFK�
DV�$FWV�������DORQJVLGH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�IDPLO\�UHODWLRQV�LQ�6FULSWXUH�DQG�WKH�
UHFRUGLQJ�RI�KRXVHKROG�EDSWLVPV�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��SURYLGH�D�VWURQJ�ELEOL-
FDO�ZDUUDQW�WR�JURXQG�WKH�SUDFWLVH�RI�LQIDQW�EDSWLVP��:K\"�%HFDXVH�LW�LV�DOPRVW�
XQWKLQNDEOH�WKDW�LQIDQWV�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�SDUW�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�WKURXJK�WKH�
covenantal sign of baptism given the continuity of the covenant of grace and 
JLYHQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�KRXVHKROGV�DQG�IDPLO\�VROLGDULW\�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��
,QIDQWV��LQ�WKH�FKXUFK��HVSHFLDOO\�RI�-HZLVK�&KULVWLDQ�SDUHQWV��ZRXOG�QDWXUDOO\�
be regarded as subjects of baptism, just as they were of circumcision in the Old 
7HVWDPHQW��6LQFH� LQIDQWV� RI� EHOLHYHUV�ZHUH� DOZD\V� LQFOXGHG� LQ� WKH� FRYHQDQW�
under older covenant administrations, then we must assume that, apart from 
H[SOLFLW�ELEOLFDO�ZDUUDQW�WR�WKH�FRQWUDU\��LQIDQWV�RI�EHOLHYHUV�DUH�VWLOO�LQFOXGHG�LQ�
WKH�FKXUFK�WRGD\��:H�GR�QRW�QHHG�D�VSHFL¿F�FRPPDQG�WR�EDSWL]H�LQIDQWV�QRU�GR�
ZH�QHHG�DQ\�XQDPELJXRXV�H[DPSOH�RI�LQIDQW�EDSWLVP�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��
7KH�SULQFLSOH�RI�FRQWLQXLW\�OHDGV�XV�WR�DVVXPH�WKDW�LQIDQWV�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�
FKXUFK�XQOHVV�ZH�DUH�H[SOLFLWO\�WROG�WKH\�DUH�QRW��$V�QRWHG�DERYH��LURQLFDOO\��WKLV�
LV�D�VLPLODU�KHUPHQHXWLFDO�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKHRORJ\�PDNHV��\HW�LQ�
GLIIHUHQW�DUHDV��'LVSHQVDWLRQDO�WKRXJKW�PDNHV�LW�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�ODQG�SURPLVH�
ZKLOH�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJ\�PDNHV�LW�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�JHQHDORJLFDO�SULQFLSOH��ERWK�
RI�ZKLFK�DUH�WLHG�WR�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW����

Given what has been stated, it should not surprise us that this has 
important implications for how covenant theology views the nature and 

���ௗ,ELG�����±���
���ௗJohn Murray, Christian Baptism����±����PDNHV�WKLV�SUHFLVH�SRLQW��+H�ZULWHV��³�������DUH�ZH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LQIDQWV�
LQ� WKLV�DJH�DUH�H[FOXGHG�IURP�WKDW�ZKLFK�ZDV�SURYLGHG�E\� WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW"�,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��DUH�ZH�WR�
believe that infants now may not properly be given the sign of that blessing which is enshrined in the new cov-
HQDQW"�,V�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LQ�WKLV�UHVSHFW�OHVV�JHQHURXV�WKDQ�ZDV�WKH�$EUDKDPLF"�,V�WKHUH�OHVV�HI¿FDF\��DV�IDU�DV�
LQIDQWV�DUH�FRQFHUQHG��LQ�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WKDQ�WKHUH�ZDV�LQ�WKH�ROG"�������,I�LQIDQWV�DUH�H[FOXGHG�QRZ��LW�FDQQRW�
EH�WRR�VWURQJO\�HPSKDVL]HG�WKDW�WKLV�FKDQJH�LPSOLHV�D�FRPSOHWH�UHYHUVDO�RI�WKH�HDUOLHU�GLYLQHO\�LQVWLWXWHG�SUDFWLFH��
6R�ZH�PXVW�DVN��GR�ZH�¿QG�DQ\�KLQW�RU�LQWLPDWLRQ�RI�VXFK�UHYHUVDO�LQ�HLWKHU�WKH�2OG�RU�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW"�0RUH�
SRLQWHGO\��GRHV�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�UHYRNH�RU�GRHV�LW�SURYLGH�DQ\�LQWLPDWLRQ�RI�UHYRNLQJ�VR�H[SUHVVO\�DXWKRUL]HG�D�
SULQFLSOH�DV�WKDW�RI�WKH�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�LQIDQWV�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�DQG�WKHLU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�VLJQ�DQG�VHDO"�������
In the absence of such evidence of repeal we conclude that the administering of the sign and seal of the covenant 
WR�WKH�LQIDQW�VHHG�RI�EHOLHYHUV�LV�VWLOO�LQ�RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�KDV�SHUSHWXDO�GLYLQH�ZDUUDQW�´
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function of the covenant signs since, given the continuity of the covenant 
of grace and the covenant community, it is assumed that the covenant signs 
�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�DQG�EDSWLVP��VLJQLI\�WKH�VDPH�UHDOLWLHV��/HW�XV�QRZ�WXUQ�WR�
WKLV�ODVW�SRLQW�

COVENANT THEOLOGY AND COVENANT SIGNS
Given the continuity of the covenant of grace and the covenant community 
across the ages, covenant theology also contends that the covenant signs 
FDUU\�HVVHQWLDOO\�WKH�VDPH�PHDQLQJ��,Q�IDFW��LW�LV�WKLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKLFK�LV�
part of the overall defense of infant baptism since the relationship between 
circumcision and baptism is viewed in terms of replacement��1R�GRXEW��LQ�
UHSODFLQJ�FLUFXPFLVLRQ��EDSWLVP�VLJQL¿HV� WKDW� WKH�SURPLVHG�HUD�RI� WKH�2OG�
7HVWDPHQW�KDV�FRPH�WR�IXO¿OPHQW�LQ�&KULVW��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�
EULQJV�ZLWK�LW�FKDQJH��+RZHYHU��WKH�EDVLF�XQGHUO\LQJ�PHDQLQJ�DQG�VLJQL¿-
FDQFH�RI�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�DQG�EDSWLVP�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ����

What, then, is the essential meaning of the two covenantal signs? 
Primarily the signs signify entrance into the covenant community and all the 
EOHVVLQJV�SHUWDLQLQJ� WKHUHWR��7KXV�� IRU�H[DPSOH��FRYHQDQW� WKHRORJ\�DUJXHV�
WKDW�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�ZDV�WKH�RXWZDUG�³VLJQ�DQG�VHDO´�RI�
HQWUDQFH� LQWR� WKH� FRYHQDQW� RI� JUDFH� DQG� WKH� FRYHQDQW� FRPPXQLW\�� ,W�ZDV�
D�³VLJQ´� LQ� WKH�VHQVH� WKDW� LW� VLJQL¿HG�VRPHWKLQJ�� LW�ZDV�D�³VHDO´� LQ� WKDW� LW�
FRQ¿UPHG�WKH�ELQGLQJ�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��JURXQGHG�LQ�*RG¶V�SURPLVHV�
WR�KLV�FRYHQDQW�SHRSOH�����&LUFXPFLVLRQ�ZDV�DGPLQLVWHUHG�WR�DOO�LQIDQW�PDOH�
FKLOGUHQ�ZKHQ� WKH\�ZHUH� HLJKW� GD\V� ROG��+RZHYHU�� FLUFXPFLVLRQ�ZDV� QRW�
HIIHFWLYH�RQ�LWV�RZQ�LQ�DQ\�NLQG�RI�ex opere operato�IDVKLRQ��LW�DOZD\V�KDG�
WR�EH�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�IDLWK��,I�LW�ZDV�QRW��RQH�VKRZHG�KLPVHOI�WR�EH�FRYHQDQW�
EUHDNHU�LQVWHDG�RI�D�FRYHQDQW�NHHSHU��7KLV�H[SODLQV�ZK\�PDQ\�,VUDHOLWHV�ZKR�
ZHUH�FLUFXPFLVHG�H[WHUQDOO\�VKRZHG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�WKH�HQG�WR�EH�FRYHQDQW�
EUHDNHUV�DV�WKH\�IDLOHG�WR�SHUVHYHUH�LQ�DQ�REHGLHQW�IDLWK��)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�ZDV�
for this reason that one could legitimately distinguish between the covenant 
PHPEHUV��WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�H[WHUQDOO\�FLUFXPFLVHG��DQG�WKH�VSLULWXDO�UHPQDQW�
RU�HOHFW��WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�H[WHUQDOO\�FLUFXPFLVHG�DQG�LQWHUQDOO\�UHJHQHUDWHG��
ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRYHQDQW�FRPPXQLW\�RI�,VUDHO��:KDW�PD\�EH�VDLG�DERXW�FLUFXPFL-
VLRQ��VR�WKH�DUJXPHQW�JRHV��LV�DOVR�WUXH�RI�EDSWLVP��,Q�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��

���ௗ)RU�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKLV�DVVHUWLRQ�VHH�%RRWK��Children of the Promise����±�����0XUUD\��Christian Baptism����±����
Wilson, To a Thousand Generations����±����DQG�%URPLOH\��³&DVH�IRU�,QIDQW�%DSWLVP�´��±��
���ௗ)RU�D�KHOSIXO�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�³VLJQ�DQG�VHDO´�VHH�%RRWK��Children of the Promise����±���
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baptism replaces�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�DV�WKH�FRYHQDQW�³VLJQ�DQG�VHDO�´�,Q�EDSWLVP��
as with circumcision, we are brought into the visible�FKXUFK��LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�
&KULVW��DQG�FRQVLGHUHG� IXOO�FRYHQDQW�PHPEHUV��%XW��DV�ZLWK�FLUFXPFLVLRQ��
EDSWLVP�GRHV�QRW�HIIHFW�D�VDYLQJ�XQLRQ�LQ�DQG�RI�LWVHOI��,W�LV�RQO\�E\�*RG¶V�
JUDFH��ZKHQ�*RG¶V�6SLULW�PDNHV�XV�DOLYH��JUDQWV�XV�IDLWK�DQG�UHSHQWDQFH��DQG�
XQLWHV�XV�ZLWK�&KULVW�WKDW�ZH�H[SHULHQFH�WUXH�VDOYDWLRQ²WKH�UHDOLW\�WR�ZKLFK�
EDSWLVP�SRLQWV��7KDW�LV�ZK\��SDUDOOHO�WR�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��HYHQ�LI�LQIDQWV�DUH�
EDSWL]HG�XQGHU� WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�DQG�FRQVLGHUHG�FRYHQDQW�PHPEHUV�� WKH\�
are truly the remnant or part of the invisible�FKXUFK�RQO\�LI�WKH\�H[HUFLVH�VDY-
LQJ�IDLWK�LQ�RXU�/RUG�DQG�SHUVHYHUH�LQ�KLP�

)RU�RXU�SXUSRVHV��ZKDW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�REVHUYH�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�
of circumcision is that most of the argument attempts to demonstrate the 
spiritual�PHDQLQJ�DQG�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI� WKH� ULWH���� Why? Because central to 
the covenantal argument is the continuity of the covenantal signs—a conti-
QXLW\�WKDW�VHHNV�WR�SRLQW�WR�WKH�spiritual realities of such things as regenera-
WLRQ��MXVWL¿FDWLRQ��XQLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW��DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�WKH�FURVV�ZRUN�RI�&KULVW��
Hence, for baptism to replace circumcision, it must be shown that both cir-
FXPFLVLRQ�DQG�EDSWLVP�VLJQLI\�WKH�VDPH�UHDOLWLHV��%XW��WR�DQWLFLSDWH�RXU�DUJX-
PHQW�LQ�FKDSWHU�����QR�RQH�GLVSXWHV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�EDSWLVP�VLJQL¿HV�spiritual 
UHDOLWLHV�ZRQ�E\�&KULVW�DQG�DSSOLHG�WR�XV�DV�KLV�SHRSOH��+RZHYHU��WKH�SRLQW�RI�
contention is whether circumcision, in its Old Testament covenantal context, 
conveys the exact same realities� DV� EDSWLVP� GRHV� LQ� WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��
'RHV�QRW�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�DOVR�FRQYH\�PRUH²H�J���QDWLRQDO�� W\SRORJLFDO�� DQG�
spiritual realities—which minimally demands that circumcision and baptism 
are similar in meaning but not�H[DFWO\�SDUDOOHO"�7KH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�UHVROYH�WKLV�
LVVXH� LV� WR� WKLQN� WKURXJK� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ� WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV��
In so doing, one must be careful of reading new covenant realities into the 
ROG�ZLWKRXW�¿UVW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�ULWH�LQ�LWV�RZQ�FRYHQDQWDO�
FRQWH[W�DQG�WKHQ�FDUHIXOO\�WKLQNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�LVVXHV�RI�FRQWLQXLW\�DQG�GLV-
FRQWLQXLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRYHQDQWDO�VLJQV�

In covenant theology literature the spiritual�PHDQLQJ�RI�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�
circumcision is usually understood in at least three ways—ways that 

���ௗ([DPSOHV�RI�WKLV�DERXQG��)RU�H[DPSOH��/RXLV�%HUNKRI��Systematic Theology�����±�����DGPLWV�WKDW�WKH�FRYHQDQW�
made with Abraham has a national aspect to it, but then he turns around and contends that the Abrahamic covenant 
must be viewed primarily as a spiritual covenant, parallel to the new covenant, including the rite of circumci-
VLRQ��2U��DV�5DQG\�%RRWK��Children of Promise����±�����FRQWHQGV��³7KH�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�KDG�D�SXUHO\�
QDWXUDO�RU�SK\VLFDO�UHIHUHQFH�FDQQRW�VWDQG�WKH�WHVW�RI�ELEOLFDO�WHDFKLQJ��&LUFXPFLVLRQ�FDUULHG�SULPDULO\�D�VSLULWXDO�
VLJQL¿FDQFH��L�H���MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�E\�IDLWK���DQG�WKHUHIRUH�PD\�QRW�EH�UHJDUGHG�DV�VLPSO\�D�SK\VLFDO�VLJQ�RI�GHVFHQW��,W�
UHSUHVHQWHG�FOHDQOLQHVV��FI��'HXW��������,VD���������&LUFXPFLVLRQ�ZDV�DQ�RXWZDUG�VLJQ�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�*RG�UHTXLUHG�
D�µFLUFXPFLVHG¶�RU�FOHDQVHG�KHDUW�´�&I��0XUUD\��Christian Baptism����±���
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XOWLPDWHO\�OLQN�LW�WR�EDSWLVP�XQGHU�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��VR�WKDW�ZKDW�PD\�EH�
VDLG�DERXW�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�PD\�DOVR�EH�VDLG�DERXW�EDSWLVP����

���$W�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�FRYHQDQW�LV�WKH�FRYHQDQWDO�IRUPXOD²
³,�ZLOO�EH�\RXU�*RG��DQG�\RX�VKDOO�EH�P\�SHRSOH´²ZKLFK�VSHDNV� WR� WKH�
EOHVVLQJ�RI�XQLRQ�DQG�FRPPXQLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG��$V�D�VLJQ�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��
FLUFXPFLVLRQ�VLJQL¿HV�DQG�VHDOV�WKLV�EOHVVLQJ��2EMHFWLYHO\��LW�PDNHV�RQH�D�
PHPEHU� RI� WKH� FRYHQDQW� FRPPXQLW\��7KH� VDPH�PD\� EH� VDLG� RI� EDSWLVP��
ZKLFK�VLJQL¿HV� WKDW� WKH� UHFLSLHQW�KDV�REMHFWLYHO\�HQWHUHG� LQWR� IDLWK�XQLRQ�
ZLWK�&KULVW�LQ�KLV�UHGHPSWLYH�ZRUN�����7KLV�LV�QRW�WR�GHQ\�WKDW�WKH�UHFLSLHQW�
PXVW� VWLOO� H[HUFLVH� IDLWK� EHIRUH� FRYHQDQW� EOHVVLQJV�PD\� EH� DSSURSULDWHG��
)DLOXUH�WR�UHVSRQG�LQ�IDLWK�WR�RQH¶V�EDSWLVP�EULQJV�FRYHQDQW�FXUVHV�LQVWHDG�
RI�EOHVVLQJV��%XW�QRWH��OLNH�FLUFXPFLVLRQ��EDSWLVP�LV�YLHZHG�DV�D�VLJQ�WKDW�
SURPLVHV�DQG�DQWLFLSDWHV�JRVSHO�UHDOLWLHV��LW�GRHV�not�DI¿UP�RU�WHVWLI\�WKDW�
WKHVH�VDPH�JRVSHO�UHDOLWLHV�KDYH�DOUHDG\�WDNHQ�SODFH�LQ�WKH�UHFLSLHQW�

���&LUFXPFLVLRQ��DV�D�SK\VLFDO�DFW��VLJQL¿HG�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�WKH�GH¿OH-
ment of sin, the cleansing from sin, and it pointed to the need for a spiri-
WXDO�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�RI� WKH�KHDUW� �VHH�([������������/HY����������������'HXW��
�������������-HU��������������������/LNHZLVH��EDSWLVP�LV�DQ�RXWZDUG�VLJQ�RI�
the inward, spiritual need for the grace of God in the heart of the covenant 
PHPEHU²³LW�SRLQWV�WR�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�VSLULWXDO�UHJHQHUDWLRQ´���� it does not 
WHVWLI\�WKDW�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�KDV�DOUHDG\�WDNHQ�SODFH�

���&LUFXPFLVLRQ�ZDV�WKH�VHDO�RI�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�$EUDKDP�KDG�E\�IDLWK�
ZKLOH�KH�ZDV�DV�\HW�XQFLUFXPFLVHG��5RP���������$V�VXFK��LQ�FLUFXPFLVLRQ��³*RG�
VLJQL¿HG�DQG�VHDOHG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�MXVWL¿HV�EHOLHYHUV�E\�IDLWK�DQG�FRQVLGHUV�XV�
DV�ULJKWHRXV�WKURXJK�IDLWK�´����&LUFXPFLVLRQ�LV�QRW�D�JXDUDQWHH�WKDW�$EUDKDP�
has faith, nor even that Abraham (or anyone else, for that matter) has righteous-
QHVV��,QVWHDG��³ZKDW�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�JXDUDQWHHV�LV�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG¶V�SURPLVH��WKDW�
righteousness will be given on the basis of faith�´����7KH�VDPH�PD\�EH�VDLG�RI�
EDSWLVP��7KLV�LV�ZK\�ERWK�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�DQG�EDSWLVP�WHVWLI\�WR�*RG¶V�SURPLVH�WR�
MXVWLI\�WKH�XQJRGO\�E\�IDLWK��7KLV�LV�DOVR�ZK\�RQH�FDQ�FLUFXPFLVH�RU�EDSWL]H�DQ�
LQIDQW�EHIRUH�IDLWK�LV�SUHVHQW��7KH�FRYHQDQW�VLJQ�LV�VLPSO\�D�SURPLVH�WKDW�ULJK-
WHRXVQHVV�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�ZKHQ�D�SHUVRQ�EHOLHYHV�WKH�SURPLVHV�RI�*RG�

7KXV��ZKHQ� WKLQNLQJ�RI� WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�DQG�EDSWLVP��

���ௗ)RU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKHVH�SRLQWV�VHH�0XUUD\��Christian Baptism����±����%RRWK��Children of the Promise����±�����
0DUN�(��5RVV��³%DSWLVP�DQG�&LUFXPFLVLRQ�DV�6LJQV�DQG�6HDOV�´�LQ�Case for Covenantal Infant Baptism����±����
���ௗ6HH�%RRWK��Children of the Promise�������
���ௗ6HH�LELG��
���ௗ,ELG�������
���ௗ0DUN�5RVV��³%DSWLVP�DQG�&LUFXPFLVLRQ�DV�6LJQV�DQG�6HDOV�´�����HPSKDVLV�KLV��
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covenant theology argues that essentially they signify the same gospel reali-
WLHV�� QDPHO\�� UHJHQHUDWLRQ� �&RO�� ����±���� 5RP�� ������� XQLRQ� ZLWK� &KULVW�
�5RP�� ����� *DO�� ����±����� DQG� DOO� RI� WKH� EOHVVLQJV� UHODWHG� WR� WKDW� XQLRQ�
�$FWV��������%HFDXVH�WKH�VLJQV�DUH�SDUDOOHO�LQ�PHDQLQJ�DQG�DSSOLFDWLRQ��LI�LW�
LV�OHJLWLPDWH�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WR�DSSO\�WKH�VLJQ�WR�³EHOLHYHUV�DQG�WKHLU�
FKLOGUHQ�´� WKHQ� WKH� VDPH� LV� WUXH� LQ� WKH� QHZ� FRYHQDQW� HUD��7KLV�� KRZHYHU��
UDLVHV�DQ�REYLRXV�TXHVWLRQ��,I�WKH�FRYHQDQWDO�VLJQV�DUH�VR�VLPLODU�LQ�PHDQLQJ�
then why did circumcision disappear as a covenant sign, especially for the 
-HZLVK�&KULVWLDQ"�0RVW�FRYHQDQW�WKHRORJLDQV�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�FKDQJH�ZDV�GXH�
to the greater blessings that the new covenant has ushered in, especially in 
WHUPV�RI�H[WHQGLQJ�PRUH�EOHVVLQJV�WR�PRUH�SHRSOH�WKDQ�EHIRUH��H�J���-HZ�DQG�
*HQWLOH���$V�ZH�KDYH�QRWHG�DERYH��DV�ZH�PRYH�IURP�ROG�WR�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��
ZH�DOVR�PRYH�IURP�SURPLVH�WR�IXO¿OPHQW��1RZ�WKDW�&KULVW�KDV�FRPH��VRPH�
RI�WKH�ULWHV�RI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�KDYH�EHHQ�FKDQJHG�WR�UHÀHFW�WKH�FRPSOHWHG�
ZRUN�RI�&KULVW��%DSWLVP�KDV�UHSODFHG�WKH�EORRG\�ULWH�RI�FLUFXPFLVLRQ��MXVW�DV�
WKH�/RUG¶V�6XSSHU�KDV�UHSODFHG�WKH�EORRG\�3DVVRYHU�ODPE����

Here in a nutshell is the basic viewpoint of covenant theology, especially 
in relation to how it conceives the nature and relationship of the biblical cov-
enants, and the implications of this for its view of the nature of the church 
DQG�LWV�FRYHQDQW�VLJQV��$V�ZLWK�GLVSHQVDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�LWV�YDULHWLHV��FRYHQDQW�
WKHRORJ\�LV�D�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJLFDO�YLHZSRLQW�ZKLFK�VHHNV�WR�³SXW� WRJHWKHU´�
WKH�HQWLUH�FDQRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH�DQG�WKXV�JUDVS�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�WKH�LQFUHGLEOH�SODQ�
RI�*RG��(YHQ�WKRXJK�ERWK�YLHZV�DJUHH�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�DW�D�QXPEHU�RI�NH\�
points, at the heart of their differences is their understanding of the nature of 
WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRYHQDQWV�DQG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�WKHVH�FRYHQDQWV�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��
,Q�WKH�QH[W�FKDSWHU��DIWHU�D�EULHI�KHUPHQHXWLFDO�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZKHUH�ZH�OD\�RXW�
KRZ�ZH�JR�DERXW�WKH�WDVN�RI�UHDGLQJ�DQG�DSSO\LQJ�6FULSWXUH��ZH�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�
WR�WKHVH�WZR�WKHRORJLFDO�V\VWHPV�E\�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�NH\�LVVXHV�WKDW�
need adjudication and why it is that we are convinced that our via media—
³NLQJGRP�WKURXJK�FRYHQDQW´²SURYLGHV�D�EHWWHU�DOWHUQDWLYH�WKDQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�
WZR�ELEOLFDO�WKHRORJLFDO�V\VWHPV��,Q�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�FKDSWHUV�ZH�ZLOO�VHHN�WR�
GHPRQVWUDWH�WKLV�WKHVLV�

���ௗ:LWKLQ�WKH�ODUJHU�5HIRUPHG�FRPPXQLW\�WKHUH�LV�D�JURZLQJ�GHEDWH�UHJDUGLQJ�SDHGRFRPPXQLRQ��6RPH�FRYHQDQW�
theologians argue that covenant children should be included in communion given the fact that they are full cov-
HQDQW�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW��,Q�IDYRXU�RI�SDHGRFRPPXQLRQ��VHH�WKH�ZULWLQJV�RI�'RXJODV�:LOVRQ��3HWHU�
/HLWKDUW��DQG�*UHJJ�6WUDZEULGJH�LQ�*UHJJ�6WUDZEULGJH��HG���The Case for Covenant Communion��0RQURH��/$��
$WKDQDVLXV���������)RU�WKH�FDVH�DJDLQVW�SDHGRFRPPXQLRQ��VHH�&RUQHOLXV�3��9HQHPD��Children at the Lord’s Table? 
�*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��5HIRUPDWLRQ�+HULWDJH�� ������� )RU� D� VXUYH\� RI� SRVLWLRQV� DQG� FULWLTXH� IURP� D� ³SURJUHVVLYH�
FRYHQDQWDO´�RU�³QHZ�FRYHQDQW� WKHRORJ\´�SHUVSHFWLYH��VHH�%UHQW�3DUNHU��³3DHGRFRPPXQLRQ��3DHGREDSWLVP��DQG�
&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\��$�%DSWLVW�&ULWLTXH�DQG�$VVHVVPHQW´��XQSXEOLVKHG�SDSHU��
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of power-packed biblical goodness.”

 JONATHAN LEEMAN, 
Editorial Director, 9Marks; author, The Church and 
the Surprising Offense of God’s Love

“ Because of the importance of this subject 
and the exegetical and theological skill 
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THEOLOGY

  he disciplines of biblical and systematic theology join forces to investigate anew 
the biblical covenants and the implications of such a study for conclusions 

in systematic theology.

By incorporating the latest research from the ancient Near East and examining  
implications of their work for Christology, ecclesiology, eschatology, and  
hermeneutics—biblical scholar Peter Gentry and systematic theologian Stephen 
Wellum present a thoughtful and viable alternative to both covenant theology  
and dispensationalism.
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