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1
OuR SUurRe FOUNDATION

Burk Parsons

Assurance . . . is a thing that is above the capacity of the
human mind, it is the part of the Holy Spirit to confirm
within us what God promises in his Word.

—TJohn Calvin, Commentary on 2 Corinthians

“We need a liberty fortified and confirmed by the gift of perse-
verance, so that we may overcome this world, with all its loves,
its fears, and its errors.” Toward the end of his life, Augustine
penned these simple words that help us understand the profound
majesty of our assurance of salvation (On Rebuke and Grace 35).
Whether we want to admit it, we all struggle to overcome the
world (John 16:33; 1 John 5:4), and we all struggle to enjoy
the glorious freedoms we have in Christ (John 8:32). Many
of our struggles exist because we do not fully understand that
just as our salvation is a gift from God, so our perseverance is a

19
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gift from God. In our salvation, God blesses us with assurance
through his gift of perseverance (2 Thessalonians 3:5). However,
many Christians lack full assurance of their salvation because
their understanding of assurance is founded on the constantly
changing emotions of their hearts rather than on the eternal

Word of God.

The Assurance of Our Perseverance

Many Christians who are members of Bible-preaching, evan-
gelical churches have been duped somehow into thinking that
their perseverance in the faith is dependent on their own natural
abilities to endure to the end. They have become practical deists,
thinking that after God made us a new creation (2 Corinthians
5:17) he simply left us to our own devices while he just sits back
observing us through life’s difficulties, waiting to see if we will
make it to the end.

In his first wartime address, delivered at Guildhall in London
on September 4, 1914, Sir Winston Churchill (1874-1965) said:
“Sure I am of this, that you have only to endure to conquer. You
have only to persevere to save yourselves.” Considering what
Churchill accomplished during his life, he proved this statement
to be entirely appropriate. The British Prime Minister’s wartime
victories demonstrated time and again his ability to persevere to
the end. He overcame great odds, and his self-sustained resilience
enabled him to endure all the struggles of leadership during the
Second World War. And while his assertion is accurate, it is
accurate only insofar as it pertains to our natural human abili-
ties. Churchill’s call to persevere in order to save oneself is by all
means applicable to soldiers in wartime. It is a stern charge to
fight to the end in order to overcome the enemy. Moreover, it
conveys a similar exhortation found in the Bible. In Hebrews,

20
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we are called to run the race set before us (12:1). The apostle
Paul likewise admonishes us to endure so that we might “reign
with [Christ]” (2 Timothy 2:12). And while teaching his dis-
ciples, Christ himself said: “The one who endures to the end
will be saved” (Matthew 10:22). In these passages and others,
the Bible’s teaching is clear; we must persevere to the end in
order to be saved. However, this is only one part of the biblical
equation. If our perseverance in the faith is dependent upon us,
we will surely fail and will by no means finish the race set before
us. Moreover, our assurance of salvation will waver each and
every day if we are counting on ourselves and our own natural
abilities to persevere to the end (Romans 4:20; Hebrews 10:23).
In order to have full assurance, we must be entirely dependent
upon Christ and his Word, which he has provided for us as our
only infallible rule for faith and life (Westminster Confession of
Faith 1.2). In his letter to the Colossians, the apostle Paul writes
to the saints and faithful believers in Christ at Colossae:

For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you
and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me
face to face, that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit
together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of
understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which
is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge. (Colossians 2:1-3)

The Foundation of Assurance

As Christians, we have not been left to our own devices “to
reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the
knowledge of God’s mystery,” nor have we been left to figure out
for ourselves all that God requires of us. We have been blessed

21
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with the wisdom and knowledge of our Savior, Jesus Christ, for
in him “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”
(Colossians 2:3). What is more, in his sovereign wisdom God
provided us with his Word; by his sovereign grace he provided
us with minds to comprehend the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge in his Word; and as a loving Father, he provided us
with hearts to love and obey his Word. We are a people who
are identified as God’s people because we are a people who are
identified by his Word. We have been called to hide the Word
in our hearts so that we might not sin against the Lord (Psalm
119:11), and we have been told to allow “the word of Christ
[to] dwell in [us] richly, teaching and admonishing one another
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
with thankfulness in [our] hearts to God” (Colossians 3:16). The
Word of God is not only true and it does not merely contain
truth, it is truth; that is to say, it defines truth (John 17:17).

However, many people are under the impression that the
Word of God is merely a gospel tract to explain how to get a
fire ticket out of hell and how to receive a golden pass so that
we can get into heaven. What is more, some people think that
the Bible is a step-by-step manual on how to be a nice person
and how to live the good life. As such, many people keep their
Bibles on their shelves and look at them only when they find
themselves in serious trouble; for them, the Word of God is a
big book of stories, poems, and facts that looks nice on the cof-
fee table. But as John Piper writes in his classic book Desiring
God, the Word of God is much more than that: “So the Bible
is the Word of God. And the Word of God is no trifle. It is the
source of faith and life and power and hope and freedom and
wisdom and comfort and assurance and victory over our greatest
enemy.”! The Westminster Larger Catechism explains that the
Word is a means of God’s grace to his people:

22

Parsons.Assurance_SECOND EDITION.indd 22 8/18/08 1:58:46 PM



Our Sure Foundation

The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the
preaching of the word, an effectual means of enlightening,
convincing, and humbling sinners; of driving them out of
themselves, and drawing them unto Christ; of conforming
them to his image, and subduing them to his will; of strength-
ening them against temptations and corruptions; of building
them up in grace, and establishing their hearts in holiness
and comfort through faith unto salvation. (A. 155)

Some Christians have studied the Word of God for many years.
They know their Bibles backward and forward, and they know
every doctrinal “i” that should be dotted and every systematic
“t” that should be crossed. They love the theology of the Word
of God, but their love for God himself has been displaced (Isaiah
29:13). This can happen in many ways. Whether it is our love
of spending time studying things about God or whether it is our
love of spending time serving God, such things can too easily
replace our love for God himself who is our great reward, our
everlasting inheritance (Genesis 15:1; Joshua 13:14).

When [ was nineteen years old, I joined the staff of a large
evangelical church. Many of the pastors on the staff became
wonderful friends and mentors, but as I encountered some of
the pastors at that church and at churches in the area, I became
deeply saddened by what I observed. As I got to know some of
the pastors more intimately, I observed that their love for the
ministry seemed to supersede their love for God. It appeared
that over the years, the ministry had become their god.

In his best-selling book 7he Man in the Mirror, Patrick Mor-
ley underscores the reality of this problem in the following story:
“Ron Jensen rented a travel camper and traveled around the
country with his wife while working on his doctoral thesis. His
task was to interview 350 Christian leaders. At the end of this

23
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tour he made a discouraging observation. He said, ‘I found a great
deal of zeal for God’s work, but very little passion for God.””*
As a student in Bible college, preparing for service in the
church, it scared me to death to think that I could someday
get to the point that my love for the ministry might take the
place of my love for God. Therefore, every year since then I
have dedicated myself to God, asking him to help me live for
him and not for the ministry alone. In his boldly prophetic
and now manifestly appropriate book 7he Church at the End of
the Twentieth Century, Francis Schaeffer helps to illustrate the
importance of doctrinal faithfulness, not as an end in itself, but

as the means to loving God rightly:

We must ask, “Do I fight merely for doctrinal faithfulness?”
This is like the wife who never sleeps with anybody else, but
never shows love to her own husband. Is that a sufficient
relationship in marriage? No, ten thousand times no. Yet if I
am a Christian who speaks and acts for doctrinal faithfulness
but do not show love to my divine bridegroom, I am in the
same place as such a wife. What God wants from us is not
only doctrinal faithfulness, but our love day by day. Not in
theory, mind you, but in practice.

For those of us who are the children of God, there can
be only one end to this study concerning adultery and apos-
tasy. We must realize the seriousness of modern apostasy;
we must urge each other not to have any part in modern
apostasy. But at the same time we must realize that we must
love our Savior and Lord. We must be the loving, true bride
of the divine bridegroom in reality and in practice, day by
day, in the midst of the spiritual adultery of our day. Our
call is first to be the bride faithful, but that is not the total
call. The call is not only to be the bride faithful, but to be

the bride in love.?
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As the people of God, we cannot let our love for the things
concerning God replace our love for God himself. Rather, we
must be consumed with the understanding that all of our service
to God and all of our understanding about God should lead us
to love God more and more. Our study of God and our service
to God that is accomplished for God’s glory and for the good of
his people should lead us to love God. In the preface of his book
The Holy Spirit, Sinclair Ferguson quotes Thomas Aquinas as
having taught that theology proceeds from God, teaches us about
God, and leads us to God (theologia deum docet, ab deo docetur,
ad deum ducit).* The theology of the Word of God teaches us
about God, but the process does not end there. What we learn
about God from his Word teaches us how to serve him, how to
love him, and how to worship him. If our service to God and
our knowledge about God do not lead us to love God and praise
God, then it could be said that ultimately we do not know the
God of the Bible. Consider again Colossians 3:16: if the word of
Christ indwells us richly, we will not be able to help but praise
God with thankful hearts.

Being a Christian is not just about knowing things about
God; rather, being a Christian is about knowing God. What
we learn in Scripture and what we learn from our study of the
doctrines of Scripture is foundational to our faith, for we can
neither know God nor love God unless we know the Word of
Almighty God who is the creator and sustainer of the universe.
But not only is he the creator and sustainer of the universe, he
is the creator and sustainer of our faith. He has created us for
himself, and having chosen us in Christ before the founda-
tion of the world (Ephesians 1:4) he has created within us new
hearts—removing our hearts of stone and giving us moldable
hearts to love him and serve him with all our hearts (Ezekiel
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36:26). Herein is found the magnificent splendor of our salva-
tion and the glory of our assurance of salvation in Christ.

The Assurance of Our Acceptance

Much of the reason that Christians lack full assurance of their
salvation is because they do not possess a right understanding
of the purpose of salvation. Most Christians think their salva-
tion is first and foremost about them. When I begin premarital
counseling with a couple in our church, one of the first things
we talk about is the purpose of marriage. I usually astonish the
couple when I explain to them that their marriage is not about
them. After the initial shock, the young man and woman usu-
ally just look at me with blank stares. I then go on to explain
that marriage is first and foremost about God and his kingdom
(Ephesians 5:30-32). We spend some time talking about the
creation ordinance to be fruitful and multiply, and, consider-
ing the possibility that the couple may not have children in the
future, I explain that their marriage is intended to bring glory to
God as each fulfills his and her covenant role in the relationship.
I explain that they are getting married not just to live under the
same roof with the same last name, but that their marriage is to
reflect the relationship of Christ and his bride (5:25-29). When
the couple understands that, they have a solid foundation on
which to build a loving and full marriage.

When we begin to realize that salvation is not primarily
about us, but about God’s kingdom and his glory, only then
are we able to have a right understanding of assurance, for we
did not become Christians so that we can just live under the
same roof as other Christians or for the mere reason to be called
a “Christian.” By God’s grace, we have become Christians to
be a part of the glorious bride of Christ, to become the holy
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temple of God and a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). We became
Christians because God accepted us into his family. We were
dead, but by the power of the Holy Spirit, God the Father made
us alive in Christ and accepted us (Acts 10:35). Though this
is quite simple, it is confusing to many people who have been
tricked into thinking that they have somehow accepted God.
However, the Word of God is clear, it is not that we have ac-
cepted God; rather, he has accepted us. The apostle Paul writes
in Ephesians:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heav-
enly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption
as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace,
by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. (Ephesians
1:3-6 NKJV)

Paul writes that God “made us accepted in the Beloved.” It is
God who accepts us, not we who accept God (Psalm 19:14;
Jeremiah 14:10; Ezekiel 20:40; Romans 14:3; 1 Timothy 2:3;
Hebrews 12:28; 1 Peter 2:5), and if it is God who accepts us, it
is God who keeps us. Jesus Christ is our Great Shepherd, and we
are his sheep who hear his voice, who follow him, and for whom
he laid down his life for the express purpose that we would be
accepted by the Father only as a result of the Son’s perfect and
completely acceptable life and death (John 10:1-11).

A few years ago, the International Dairy Foods Association
celebrated the tenth anniversary of its “Got milk?” advertis-
ing campaign. During the course of this campaign, just about
everyone from Michael Jordan to the Cookie Monster has been
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featured wearing a milk mustache. And the cultural influence
of these advertisements is widespread, spawning similar slo-
gans just about everywhere: “Got termites?” “Got hair?” “Got
brains?” While these are generally quite harmless, one such
slogan—usually seen on a bumper sticker—is not so harmless:
“Got Jesus?”

The question “Got Jesus?” presumes a number of things.
Fundamentally, it presumes that one should ge# Jesus—and with
this presumption I am in complete agreement. My contention,
however, is with the question itself. The simple question “Got
Jesus?” begs the more appropriate question: “Does Jesus got
you?” Although it is not nearly as trendy, and while I cannot
imagine that such a question would ever make it onto a bumper
sticker, the truth of the matter is that the former question tends
to distort the gospel while the latter question is at the very heart
of the gospel. The notion that it is incumbent upon us to accept
God, or get Jesus, is at the very heart of the problem for many
Christians—they actually think that they accepted God, and
therefore it is only natural for them to think that they need to
keep accepting God every hour of every day in order to make it
as a Christian. In his timely work 7The Gospel according to Jesus,
John MacArthur writes:

It may surprise you to learn that Scripture never once exhorts
sinners to “accept Christ.” The familiar twentieth-century
evangelistic appeal in all its variations (“make a decision for
Christ”; “ask Jesus into your heart”; “try Jesus”; “accept Jesus
as your personal Savior”), violates both the spirit and the
terminology of the biblical summons to unbelievers.

The gospel invitation is not an entreaty for sinners to
allow the Savior into their lives. It is both an appeal and a
command for them to repent and follow him. . . .

28
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The great miracle of redemption is not that we accept
Christ, but that he accepts us. In fact, we would never love
him on our own (1 John 4:19). Salvation occurs when God
changes the heart and the unbeliever turns from sin to Christ.
God delivers the sinner from the domain of darkness into the
kingdom oflight (Col. 1:13). In the process Christ enters the
heart by faith to dwell there (cf. Eph. 3:17). Thus conver-
sion is not simply a sinner’s decision for Christ; it is first the
sovereign work of God in transforming the individual.’

Ultimately, when we come before the throne of God, we will
not be asked whether we accepted him as God or whether we
accepted Jesus as our personal Christ. On the contrary, if we
are in Christ we will be accepted only because God the Father
accepted us in Jesus Christ, for only Christ is acceptable before
the Father. We are in Christ on account of the Father’s imputa-
tion of Christ’s righteousness to us and the imputation of our
sins to Christ. In the cross of Christ, the bride of Christ has been
made acceptable to God, and such acceptance is the foundation
of our assurance.

The Assurance of Our Victory

Just as our justification is from God, so our sanctification is
from God, but unlike our justification, which is a monergis-
tic work, in sanctification God calls us to work together with
him to mature as Christians. As Christians we can never say to
God: “The reason I still sin, or the reason I am not maturing as
quickly as I would like, is because you have not given me enough
grace.” Nevertheless, it is not as if our spiritual sustenance is
solely dependent upon our own ability to muster enough faith.

Insofar as salvation is a gift from God, so faith is a gift from
God (Ephesians 2:8-10). And such faith is a faith that not only
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saves us but sustains us as well. Our faith is fixed on one who
has authored our faith and who will finish our faith as well.
The author of Hebrews reminds us that Jesus is the author and
finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). As the author of our faith,
it is not as if Jesus simply begins our faith and then stands back
as we take two steps forward and then three steps back, over and
over again. In fact, the author of Hebrews uses an intriguing
Greek word to describe Jesus as the author of our faith: archegos,
a compound composed of arche and the verb ago. The word arche
is familiar to us in English words such as archeology and archetype.
The general meaning of the prefix is “early,” “beginning,” or “at
the outset of.” The verb ago is not familiar to us, but it simply
means “to lead.” Together, the two make up a fascinating word,
especially as the author of Hebrews uses it to describe Jesus. The
word archegos can be strictly translated as “one who leads from
the beginning,” “a pioneer,” or “a captain.”

To illustrate the significance of the word the author of He-
brews is using, it may be helpful to consider a scene from the
movie Braveheart. In the last battle at Falkirk, the brave Wil-
liam Wallace stands on the front line of the Scottish army as he
leads his army into battle. On the other side of the battlefield
Edward I “Longshanks” sits on his horse at the very back of his
troops, sending each regiment to battle with the raising of his
arm. It is a magnificent scene in which William Wallace is at
the forefront of his army leading them into battle.

The author of Hebrews says that Jesus is not merely one
who sits back as he tells us to fight the good fight. Rather, as
the Great Shepherd who calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out, going before them, Jesus Christ is the captain of
our souls who leads at the forefront, from the beginning, and
it is he who has gained the victory for us (John 10:3-4; 1 Co-
rinthians 15:50-58; Hebrews 2:10; 1 John 5:4). This truth is
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well illustrated by the second stanza of Martin Luther’s great
hymn A Mighty Fortress:

Did we in our own strength confide
our striving would be losing;
were not the right man on our side,
the man of God’s own choosing;
dost ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabaoth his name,
from age to age the same,
and he must win the battle.

Odur assurance of salvation is established by Christ’s having
the battle, for he is the author and finisher of our faith. Therefore,
as Paul writes in Romans 8:31-39, we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. And such love is demonstrated in
a special way toward us who believe. John Murray comments
on this passage in his classic work Redemption Accomplished

and Applied:

Paul is here affirming in the most emphatic way, in one of
the most rhetorical conclusions of his epistles, the security of
those of whom he has been speaking. The guarantee of this
security is the love of God which is in Christ Jesus. And the
love of God here spoken of is undoubtedly the love of God
towards those who are embraced in it. . .. We see, there-
fore, that the security of which Paul here speaks is a security
restricted to those who are the objects of the love which
was exhibited on Calvary’s accursed tree, and therefore the
love exhibited on Calvary is itself a distinguishing love and
not a love that is indiscriminately universal. It is a love that

insures the eternal security of those who are its objects and
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Calvary itself is that which secures for them the justifying
righteousness through which eternal life reigns.°

Yet it is not in our own strength that we confide, for our striving
would be losing. We are conquerors, not by our own means, but
on account of God’s sustaining grace, as Paul teaches us regarding
the “Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord”
(1 Corinthians 1:7-9; see also Psalm 55:22; Isaiah 59:16).

The Assurance of God’s Preservation

Although we all struggle in dealing with the sinfulness of the
world, it is not only the world’s sinful deceptions and sinister
devices that we have to worry about (Ephesians 6:12). We also
are faced with the struggle of dealing with the sinfulness of those
around us, even those whom we dearly love. But what is more,
we are in a constant war with our own sinfulness (Hebrews
12:4). Even though we have been declared just by God, we still
sin. Though we are no longer slaves to sin (Romans 6:15-23),
we still struggle to honor God in all we think, in all we say, and
in all we do (12:1-2, 10). And because we still sin, we struggle
with overcoming our doubts and anxieties about the gracious
provision of God in salvation (Matthew 28:17; Luke 24:38).
Nevertheless, by redeeming us, the Lord secured us in his hand,
from which we cannot be snatched and from which we ourselves
cannot escape, even on days when we feel like running away
(John 10:27-29).

The God of creation is the God of history; he is the God
of Scripture and the God of the covenant. At creation and
throughout history, the God of Scripture calls himself “Lord.”
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Central to the meaning of the name “Lord” is the idea of cov-
enant. First and foremost, Almighty God is the covenant Lord
whose word is true and whose promises are faithful. As the only
Lord, he is our master and our guardian, who has entered into
a covenant with us by his own initiative. Just as we did not first
love him, but he first loved us, so we did not initiate our cov-
enant relationship with him. The covenant he entered with us is
a covenant to bless us and keep us for himself. He has secured us
once for all in the eternal bond of the blood of his only begot-
ten Son. Nevertheless, he has secured us in Christ not only for
some future date when we will be with him at home in heaven,
he has secured us in Christ for the here and now. Therefore, he
not only has promised us eternal life, but he assures us of our
eternal life each and every day. We are reminded constantly of
his sustaining grace every time we are convicted of our sin, every
time we repent, every time the fear of God comes upon us, and
every time we are disciplined by our heavenly Father.

Though such means are not always warmly welcomed, our
loving Father preserves us in such ways. It is by his kindness
that we are brought to repentance (Romans 2:4; 2 Timothy
2:25). It is through Spirit-led confession that we are cleansed
from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). Indeed, by placing godly
fear within our hearts, the Lord has caused us to remember the
eternal security of his everlasting covenant with us to prevent
us from ever turning away from him (Jeremiah 32:40). And as
the author of Hebrews explains (12:4), it is through the Father’s
discipline that we are reminded of his enduring love. In Psalm

86:11-13, David prayed:
Teach me your way, O Lorp,

that I may walk in your truth;
unite my heart to fear your name.
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I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole
heart,
and I will glorify your name forever.
For great is your steadfast love toward me;

you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.
Commenting on this psalm, John Calvin writes:

In the word unite there is a very beautiful metaphor, convey-
ing the idea, that the heart of man is full of tumult, drawn
asunder, and, as it were, scattered about in fragments, until
God has gathered it to himself, and holds it together in a
state of steadfast and persevering obedience. From this also,
it is manifest what free will is able to do of itself. Two powers
are ascribed to it; but David confesses that he is destitute of
both; setting the light of the Holy Spirit in opposition to the
blindness of his own mind; and affirming that uprightness
of heart is entirely the gift of God.”

Assurance through Purification

In Hebrews 9:11-14, the author of Hebrews explains how the
superiority of Christ’s sacrifice purified our consciences:

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things
that have come, then through the greater and more perfect
tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he
entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the
blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood,
thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of
defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with
the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh,
how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the
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eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify

our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

By his work on the cross for us, Christ purified our con-
sciences so that we might be delivered from dead works in
order to serve the living God. In the next chapter, the author
of Hebrews ties together “our hearts sprinkled clean from an
evil conscience” with his call to “draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith”:

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the
holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way
that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through
his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house
of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assur-
ance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us
hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for
he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir
up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
(Hebrews 10:19-25)

The Lord who promised is faithful, the author of Hebrews
asserts; therefore we should hold fast to the confession of our
hope without wavering, without doubting his faithfulness, for
the covenant Lord, who is the guardian of our souls, has declared
that we are righteous in Christ, that our consciences have been
purified. And in order to demonstrate this truth, the Lord reveals
his faithfulness each and every day by pricking our consciences
so that we might continually mature as his beloved children in
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whom he delights (1 Thessalonians 5:5; 1 John 3:1). It should
not surprise us to know that the Lord God Almighty does not
play games with our souls. He is our Father who continually
demonstrates his love for us by revealing to us our sins, enabling
us to repent, and reminding us of his holiness (Isaiah 5:16),
for when we realize how holy he is—and thus how holy we are
not—we grow in the grace and knowledge of God our Father
(Ephesians 1:17; Colossians 1:10; 2 Peter 1:8).

The Word of God does not say that the Lord disciplines all
people, but only those whom he loves (Hebrews 12:5-6):

My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.

For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and chastises every son whom he receives.

Such discipline is a gracious provision of the Lord whereby we
are assured by God of his love for us and his protection of us.
Although it sounds strange to suggest that we should long for
God’s discipline in our lives, when we do begin to yearn for
God’s loving hand of discipline and, dare I say, pray for such
discipline, that is when we will experience the most wonderful
growth in our lives, for it is not unto us but unto him that all
glory belongs—for the sake of his steadfast love and faithful-
ness (Psalm 115:1). By his mercy we are not damned. By his
sacrifice we have been redeemed. By his grace he has set us apart.
By his promise we are granted assurance. And for his glory he
preserves us to the end.
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