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Introduction

You have likely read the parables of Christ before, perhaps 
many times. But have they read you? !is question will prob-
ably seem very strange at the outset. “How can passages read 
me?” you wonder. “Words on a page don’t have eyes or a 
mind so that they can read me. Besides, I am not a book full 
of pages with words to be read.”

Admittedly, we don’t typically think or talk like this. 
Yet we miss something important as a result. !ink of what 
happened when the prophet Nathan came to David the king 
with the parable of the young lamb (2 Sam. 12:1–6). It ended 
up revealing the sin in David’s life that, until that point, he 
had been unable to see. Nathan’s parable acted as a search-
light on David’s heart and uncovered something that David 
had been concealing beneath layers of excuses and attempts 
to suppress his guilt. David grasped the parable that day. 
But, more importantly, the parable grasped him.

Without a doubt, it was the Holy Spirit who was work-
ing in David to produce accurate self-knowledge. But this 
parable was the means used to that end. It should be no sur-
prise that the Spirit loves to use the Word. After all, He has 
inspired it (2 Peter 1:21). He is pleased to use it to bring sin-
ners to a true and saving knowledge of God and themselves 
(John 16:8–14).
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Yet many today are content to read the Bible in a way in 
which the Word of God is subject to them, rather than read-
ing so they are subject to the Word. !ey study the Bible—so 
they think—but the Bible does not study them. !ey may even 
“search the Scriptures,” but the Scriptures fail to search them.

Experimental Reading of the Bible
!ere are many books on the parables that are readily avail-
able. I did not simply wish to distill from their findings or 
duplicate their efforts. !e concern of this book, rather, is 
to help students of Scripture read the parables in a way that 
takes into account that Scripture is searching us; we ought, 
then, to expect Scripture to transform us.

When we expect God to use His Word to search and 
change us, we take what theologians have called the “experimen-
tal” (or “experiential”) approach to the Scriptures. In fact, when 
you come to Scripture truly believing it to be what it claims to 
be—the Word of God—and submitting to its scrutiny of all of 
your life, then you are reading the Word experimentally. Psalm 
119 is one glorious expression of experimental reading, and 
verse 130 states it succinctly: “!e entrance of thy words giveth 
light; it giveth understanding to the simple.”

!e problem is that by nature everything is out of order 
in our lives. We don’t see things as they truly are. Sin has 
drawn a veil over our hearts, and we love this darkness rather 
than the light (John 3:19). By nature, we have lost the sense of 
being subject to God and accountable to Him. Actually, it is 
even worse than that. We actively rebel against His authority 
and transgress His laws (Rom. 8:7). We imagine we can make 
God submit to us. We make His Word the object of our scru-
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tiny, rather than submitting ourselves to its scrutiny. Many 
Bible students and teachers think they understand the Bible, 
and yet they do not subject their lives to it. !ey “understand” 
the Bible like a band of rebels might understand the laws of a 
government against which they fight every day.

But thankfully, through the equipping work of the Holy 
Spirit in their lives, people throughout the centuries have 
learned to read and explain Scripture in a truly experimental 
way. Anyone who has read Augustine, Bernard of Clairvaux, 
John Calvin, John Bunyan, John Owen, Jonathan Edwards—
just to name a few—will have had a taste of this. And yet, in 
recent years, universities, churches, and people everywhere have 
avoided and derided experimental reading. Truly, “the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:14).1

Sometimes people will tell you that experimental inter-
pretation of Scripture is something superimposed upon 
Scripture. !ey imagine it as an “extra” that comes from 
mystically inclined minds, those who are not content with 
the plain meaning of Scripture. Admittedly, there has been 
a stream of interpreters throughout the centuries who have 
done a lot to give credence to this charge. But the abuse of 
experimental interpretation doesn’t mean it is not necessary 
or useful when done properly.

How This Book Is Organized
!ere are between thirty-five and sixty of Christ’s parables 
recorded in Scripture, depending on how they are counted. I 

1. For more on this, see my “Heart-Reading: Recovering a Spiritual 
Approach to Scripture,” Puritan Reformed !eological Journal 1, no. 2 
(2009): 12–22.
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have selected about twenty-five of them. !ose who are inter-
ested in further study will be able to apply the method used 
in this book to other parables.

At times, when several of the parables deal with one 
topic, I have grouped them together into one chapter. I have 
not set out to give each parable an exhaustive treatment. 
Instead, I aim to point out overarching themes and pursue 
avenues of application for each parable covered. I have for-
matted the chapters in such a way as to assist in personal 
or group Bible study. !ere are questions at the end of each 
chapter that aim to help the reader further digest the parable. 

In the interest of demonstrating how the parables should 
be read experimentally, I have arranged each chapter accord-
ing to four categories: 

1. !e Scenery: How does Christ use the context, 
setting, background, and culture reflected in the 
parable to reach within human hearts? 

2. !e Substance: What is the main message that 
Christ gives in the parable about His kingdom or 
aspects of it?

3. !e Savior: What does the parable unveil about the 
glorious Savior, His person and His work, to those 
who believe?

4. !e Searchlight: In what ways does the parable search 
our hearts and lives and expose what is in them, as 
well as guide us into the knowledge of Christ as the 
gracious and glorious king of the kingdom?



Approaching the Parables



Awakening to Glory

THE RADIANCE OF THE SCRIPTURES
(Isaiah 6:1–10)

In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the 
LORD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the 
seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he 
covered his face, and with twain he covered his 
feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto 
another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD 
of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. And 
the posts of the door moved at the voice of him 
that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

ISAIAH 6:14
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Frequently, the Bible tells us of someone who, as it were, 
wakes up to the reality of the glory of the Lord. Isaiah cer-
tainly experienced this in the vision he records in Isaiah 
6. !e Lord allowed him to see within the throne room of 
heaven, and there he saw the majesty of the Lord (vv. 1–2). 
Christ later explained that what Isaiah saw on that occasion 
was His glory (John 12:41). On the one hand, this experience 
of the glory of the Lord left Isaiah feeling undone (v. 5). On 
the other hand, it mastered him to such an extent that he was 
willing to go and preach the coming kingdom of God (v. 8).

Earlier, Moses had a similar experience in the desert of 
Horeb (Ex. 3:1–2). While tending Jethro’s sheep, he saw a 
great sight that proved to be life-altering for him—an appear-
ance of the glory of the Lord. Moses saw a bush burning, but 
not burning up. In the end, God explained from the bush 
that He had come down to deliver His people. When Moses 
awoke to the reality of God speaking to him in glory, like Isa-
iah, he responded in absolute fear and dread. We read that he 
“hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God” (Ex. 3:6).

You could say that both of these experiences were awak-
ening experiences. Until then, these men had not known 
or seen the radiance and splendor of the glory of God. But 
when God’s glory appeared to them, they were completely 
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transformed. !ey felt their insignificance and sinfulness. 
But ultimately they were mastered by the glory of God to 
serve Him. 

Once, Peter literally awoke to the glory of the Lord. He 
was with two other disciples who had come to a mountain 
in Galilee to pray. It was the occasion that we know as the 
transfiguration of Christ. For some reason, Peter and the 
others were asleep during the first part of this transfigura-
tion. !en we read, “And when they were awake, they saw 
his glory” (Luke 9:32). Christ was there in glory, and His 
face and clothes shone as the disciples had never seen before. 
Moreover, they heard a voice from heaven, saying, “!is is 
my beloved Son: hear him” (Luke 9:35). What an awakening 
that must have been!

God’s Glorious Word
Many imagine that hearing a voice from heaven would be a 
wonderful experience. “!at would be glorious,” they think, 
“far surpassing anything we have in the Scriptures.” But the 
apostle Peter, who was there, writes, “We have also a more 
sure word of prophecy” than a voice from heaven (2 Peter 
1:19). By this “more sure word” he means the Scriptures. 
In other words, if you had given Peter the choice between 
a voice from heaven or the written Word of God, he would 
have decidedly chosen the latter. To him the Scriptures were 
eminently glorious.

!e matter is really quite simple. Since the Word of God 
is what it professes to be—the Word of God—it comes with 
a glory second to none. Let’s think for a moment together 
about what glory actually is. We sometimes speak of a glori-
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ous day, and by that we typically mean a day with a lot of 
sunshine. Because of the luster of the sunshine, we see the 
magnificence of everything more easily and readily than on a 
cloudy and dreary day. 

!is helps illustrate how the Bible understands glory. 
According to the Bible, glory is the splendor that flows 
from a person’s authority. In Hebrew, the word we trans-
late as glory literally means “weight.” It is what you would 
feel if a king or other important person were in your pres-
ence. You would feel small in comparison with that person’s 
importance, similar to how you might feel when you see the 
splendor of creation in the brilliant light of the sun. If we 
sense this feeling with some great person here on earth or in 
creation around us, how much more should we feel this with 
regard to God Himself, who has made all of creation and is 
greater than all. 

Glory Veiled
One of the main reasons many who handle Scripture do 
not see its profound, sin-exposing, life-altering glory is they 
do not submit to it as God’s Word. Somehow, in theory 
and practice, the Word of God has been reduced to merely 
human words. !us the glory is gone, at least from the minds 
and experience of the readers. !e Word of God seems com-
mon and ordinary, more human than divine. Our natural 
minds are blind to the weight of the glory of Scripture.

In order, then, to read the Scriptures experimentally, 
as they should be read, we need to recognize, register, and 
respond inwardly to the glory they possess as the Word of 
God. However, with the parables of Christ, we need to real-
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ize that something more is going on. In the parables, Christ 
is intentionally veiling or concealing His glory and the glory 
of His kingdom. 

Many miss this point. !ey imagine Jesus spoke in par-
ables simply to make His teaching easy, simple, and alluring 
for anyone who heard them. But if this was the case, why, 
then, did so many fail to appreciate the parables? Especially 
those in authority rejected their teaching (e.g., Matt. 21:45–
46). Christ Himself explained what He was doing when 
He answered the disciples’ question about why He chose 
to speak in parables. He states it this way: “Unto you it is 
given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto 
them that are without, all these things are done in parables: 
that seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they 
may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should 
be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them” (Mark 
4:11–12). In other words, in the parables Christ is veiling 
His glory to conceal it from some, although He is ultimately 
revealing it to others. 

!e veiling of Christ’s glory began already when He 
became incarnate of the Virgin Mary. !ink of how He 
was conceived and born in relative obscurity. He grew up 
and reached adulthood, still hidden from the public eye. 
Not until He was thirty years old did He begin His pub-
lic ministry. Truly, He was laying aside His glory in these 
things. Even as He began His work in public, He concealed 
His glory from the multitudes, though from time to time He 
would unveil something of it in His teaching and miracles. 

In fact, even His disciples did not understand the full 
meaning of many things that Christ was teaching. It was as 
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if the truths about which He spoke were hidden, or veiled. 
Proverbs 25:2 makes an interesting observation regarding 
this: “It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the hon-
our of kings is to search out a matter.” As the divine Son of 
God, it was Christ’s prerogative to conceal. As strange as it 
sounds, Christ ultimately would prove Himself more glori-
ous by first hiding that glory.

Let me give a simple example to which we can all relate. 
!ink of how much more intriguing it is to receive a gift that 
is wrapped, even with simple paper, than to receive a gift 
without wrapping. !e wrapping begs to be taken away so 
the gift can be seen. So too the parables “wrap” the glory of 
Christ. !ose who are spiritually blind—and thus are with-
out humble, teachable faith—are blind to this glory. !ey see 
only the plain “wrapping,” and because there is no true faith, 
they never receive what is inside. !ey might find a certain 
measure of attraction in these simple stories, but the mys-
teries of the kingdom and the king of the kingdom are hid 
to them. !ose who believe, on the other hand, are shown 
something of this king and kingdom.

The Ancient Tabernacle
Another helpful comparison is the ancient tabernacle, a spe-
cial symbol of God’s reign of grace among His people. His 
glory was certainly concealed there, as He sat enthroned 
between the cherubim. !e tabernacle used many coverings 
and veils that hid items of glory and mystery. To many peo-
ple it was only a little tent with a lot of curtains around it; it 
was not the hallmark of anything glorious or divine. Inter-
estingly, the items in the tabernacle were quite ordinary and 
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everyday kinds of things. We would say, colloquially speak-
ing, there was a fireplace, a washbasin, a candlestick, a table 
with bread, a footstool, and a few more such things. With-
out eyes of faith, the Israelites would never have been able 
to understand what all these things truly meant, and so they 
would have derived no spiritual benefit from them at all. !e 
mystery of God’s gracious kingship would have been hidden 
from their eyes. But when an Israelite looked with faith at 
what was happening in the temple, the things he saw would 
reveal something of God and His glorious kingdom.

Just as the tabernacle and the items inside contained 
both veiled and revealed truth, so too the parables used very 
ordinary things to both conceal and reveal God’s grace and 
glory. In using parables, Christ was, as it were, taking His 
disciples by the hand and leading them through the everyday 
things and situations of life into the message of the kingdom. 
What could seed in the earth say about the kingdom? Or a 
woman seeking a lost coin? An unjust steward? Virgins wait-
ing for a wedding? In each of these cases, the ordinary first 
seems to veil the glorious, but then, to the humble inquirer, 
it also reveals it. Even Christ stoops to hide Himself in the 
ordinary stuff of the parables—in the sower, in the treasure 
in the field, in the pearl, and in the prodigal’s father.

Glory Unveiled
In order to see the glory that Christ has concealed in the 
parables and throughout the Scriptures, we need to have our 
spiritual eyes opened. By the work of His Holy Spirit, the 
Lord needs to make us humble and teachable. We need faith 
to believe what we cannot understand with our fallen minds. 
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We need to have the darkness of our minds driven back. We 
need the hindrances in our hearts and lives exposed and bro-
ken down. We need to become disciples who ask the Lord to 
“declare unto us the parable. . .” (Matt. 13:36). 

What happens when the Lord unveils that glory? It is 
like what Paul pictured in 2 Corinthians 3:7–18. He refers 
to the time when God revealed His glory on Mount Horeb 
to instruct the people of Israel and to set up His kingdom 
among them. Many had some initial sense that something 
special was happening. However, they soon failed to see any-
thing glorious about it and turned aside to wicked idolatry 
(Ex. 32:1). To them God’s glory was concealed. But God 
revealed His glory to Moses, and in Moses at least, this rev-
elation effected a change. His face shone to such an extent 
that he had to cover it when he returned from the mountain. 
When God’s Word impacts us experimentally, it effects a 
change “from glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3:18). 

How we need this glory to change us by transcribing 
itself upon our hearts and lives! Ultimately, this change is the 
work of the Holy Spirit (John 16:13–15). May He work so 
that when we read the parables, they indeed read and take 
control of us. May He search our hearts as we search the 
Scriptures, and thus may they have thoroughgoing effect on 
our heart, soul, and might (Deut. 6:5).

Questions
1. Why don’t most people see the true glory of the 

Scriptures?

2. Read 1 Samuel 4:19–22. !e wife of Phinehas 
understood the significance of glory and what 
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it meant for it to be gone. What happens when 
churches and people treat the Bible in a way in 
which they don’t see its glory? How does this sense 
of the glory of God return where it has been lost?

3. How did God veil and unveil His glory in the tab-
ernacle? How does this compare to what He does 
in His Word?

4. Many people think of the parables as nice stories, 
illustrating lovely points of God’s truth. Why is it a 
problem to study the parables like that?

5. Christ quoted Isaiah 6:9–10 on the great day of 
parables (Matt. 13:14–15). Compare what Isaiah 
saw in Isaiah 6 and what the people should have 
seen the day Christ spoke those words.

6. Is it realistic to think that every time we read the 
Scriptures, we ought to see the glory of Christ in 
them?



The King of Glory

THE MYSTERY OF THE PARABLES
(Matthew 13:10–17)

And the disciples came, and said unto him, 
Why speakest thou unto them in parables? He 
answered and said unto them, Because it is given 
unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, but to them it is not given.

MATTHEW 13:1011
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Imagine this scenario that has occurred many times through-
out history: A conquering king has subdued a neighboring 
country and banished the original king. !e original king, 
however, sends representatives, who spread reports among 
his people about his plans to retake the country. Often 
these reports would be in code, so that if the occupying king 
learned about it, he would not necessarily understand all 
the dynamics of the plans. !e message was intentionally 
“locked,” or veiled. Nevertheless, those for whom the mes-
sage was intended were able to “unlock,” or unveil, the code. 

Now imagine that the king himself would come, mov-
ing among his people, but hiding his identity from them, to 
announce the imminent return of his kingdom and how it will 
be accomplished. Can you imagine the momentum building 
and loyalties being strengthened as the disguised king him-
self gave firsthand reports about the coming kingdom?

!is is exactly how the parables functioned in Christ’s 
ministry. !e prophets had come before, teaching the people 
many things about the coming king and His kingdom. But 
now Christ Himself was on the scene. So these familiar and 
appealing stories in Scripture are actually messages in code 
of the kingdom of heaven from the king Himself. In fact, the 
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king Himself came veiled in flesh, announcing and explain-
ing His one-of-a-kind-kingdom. 

Many did not understand what was happening. Some 
were repulsed by whatever they did understand about the 
message. Others found themselves strangely drawn to the 
message of these parables and to the One who was speaking 
them. !ese parables fostered a mysterious hope in them. It 
also exposed the emptiness of their hearts apart from this 
king and their rebellion, hardness, and unbelief with respect 
to Him. Above all, these parables drew them out of them-
selves and to the feet of the king, whose reign they deeply 
desired. !us the parables gloriously and mysteriously were 
extending God’s kingdom in people’s hearts as they gave the 
message of the kingdom in code. !rough them Christ was 
extending His kingdom and mastering many hearts. 

The Scenery
We might define parables as comparisons, with scenarios and 
stories drawn from everyday life in order to conceal and reveal 
spiritual truth relating to the kingdom of heaven. Christ used 
the stuff of creation and life as it was lived every day as code 
for His message about the kingdom. 

!ink of the rich and varied scenery He used in parables. 
!ere are agricultural scenes—a sower going out to sow, or 
a fig tree being examined by the husbandman to see whether 
it is bearing fruit. !ere is a threshing floor. !ere are vines 
and vineyards. !ere is a shepherd with his sheep. !ere is a 
woman in her house. !ere is a wedding scene with brides-
maids waiting to attend a bride. !ere is a marriage banquet, 
where guests come dressed in wedding clothes. !ere is an 
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estate on which a father lives with his two sons and hired 
servants. !ere are two men building houses in different 
locations—one on rock, one on the sand. !ere is a travel-
ing scene where a man is attacked by robbers as he makes 
his way from one place to another. What common, every-
day scenes! !ink of Christ’s use of common elements—of 
pearls, leaven, oil, coins, and sheep. Jesus did so much with 
the ordinary things of life!

As the Son of God, Christ had created all these things, 
seen and unseen. But in His human nature, He studied this 
glory that His own eternal hands had made. In fact, in the 
parables Christ harnessed the glory of His own creation and 
used it as the code to convey most splendidly the glory of 
His kingdom. 

The Substance
What did Christ convey in code? !e parables are not 
intended to teach general lessons and morals without any 
coherent, consistent focus. Instead, when Jesus began to teach 
in parables, He specifically did so in order to reveal the king-
dom of God. So many of the parables begin that way. “Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like. . .” (e.g., Matt. 13:24, 31, 33, 
44, 45, 47). Moreover, when the disciples ask Christ, “Why 
speakest thou unto them in parables?” He answered, “Because 
it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it is not given” (Matt. 13:10–11). 

What is meant by “the kingdom of heaven”? !is king-
dom can be defined as the gracious reign of God in the hearts 
of His people by faith in His Son, the king of the kingdom. !is 
kingdom is invisible to the human eye, but it operates in 
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hearts throughout the world and is moving to a final culmi-
nation at the second coming of Christ.

Christ did not unveil this substance all at once. When 
we study the parables in order, as accurately as we can recon-
struct that order, we see a pattern develop. At first, Christ 
dealt largely with the idea of the coming of the kingdom in 
parables about such things as the sower sowing, the strong 
man bound, and the seed growing secretly in the earth. !e 
gospel writer Matthew has recorded most of these parables 
for us. Next, Christ spoke more in depth of the grace of the 
kingdom. !ink of the parables of the good Samaritan, the 
great supper, and the prodigal son. !e gospel writer Luke 
has recorded most of these parables for us. Finally, as Christ 
approached Jerusalem, the focus of the parables shifted 
again—this time toward Christ’s return, an event that would 
mark a radical division in the kingdom. !ink of the parable 
of the man without the wedding garment (Matt. 22:1–14), 
the parable of the ten virgins (Matt. 25:1–13), and the par-
able of the sheep and the goats (Matt. 25:31–46).

It is also interesting to notice that the only two parables 
recorded in the book of John focus on Christ’s revealing 
Himself: the parable of the sheepfold (10:1–18), and the par-
able of the vine and the branches (15:1–17). Certainly, all of 
these topics relate to the kingdom of heaven and aim to sub-
due our hearts and minds to its reign of grace.

The Savior
!e parables are about more, however, than just the kingdom 
in code. Ultimately, Christ is the subject of the parables. !e 
glory of the parables is derived from His glory as the king 
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of the kingdom. Ultimately, He is the one who has come to 
sow the Word of God (Matt. 13:37). He is the one digging 
around the fig tree (Luke 13:8). He is the treasure in the field 
and the pearl of great price (Matt. 13:44, 46). He is the one 
who, through His messengers, is graciously inviting people to 
a great supper of God (Luke 14:23). He is the bridegroom, 
who is soon to come for His church (Matt. 25:13). He is the 
shepherd who goes out to find the lost sheep (Luke 15:5). 
Who is the father in the parable of the prodigal son, other 
than God through Christ looking while prodigals are still 
a long way off (Luke 15:20)? All the parables that speak of 
grace enfold Christ, at whose expense that grace will be dis-
pensed. When by faith you look in the rearview mirror at all 
the parables, you realize it is the king of the kingdom whose 
portrait is like a watermark throughout. What rich insights 
there are in the parables into the person and work of the 
Redeemer, for those who believe!

The Searchlight
When His disciples asked Him why He taught in parables, 
Christ quoted Isaiah 6:9–10: “Hear ye indeed, but under-
stand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart 
of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their 
eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed” 
(see, e.g., Matt. 13:10–17). It was when people, especially the 
leaders, began to reject Him and His teaching that Christ 
began using parables. !ey unveil the truth of the kingdom 
to believers but veil and therefore hide it from unbelievers. 
How do they do that?
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First, the parables read our hearts. !e glory of Christ in 
the parables acts like an X-ray, unmasking and exposing the 
evil in our hearts. When, for instance, Christ speaks in the 
parable of the sower of the stony ground, He is exposing the 
hardheartedness that is so common among hearers of the 
word. !ink of how the parable of the rich fool exposes our 
greediness and selfish spirit, as we think we have our lives all 
in order, with many goods stored up for years. !ink of how 
the parable of the good Samaritan indicts us for our cold-
ness in the name of religion and our mercilessness to those in 
need of mercy. In these and many other instances, Christ is 
pointing out the need for our hearts to be changed. 

Second, the parables transcribe Christ’s rule upon our 
hearts. Paul writes similarly in 2 Corinthians 3:3: “Ye are. . .
written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; 
not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.” Often, 
the parables challenge us in a way that requires a response. 
!ey give directions, encouragements, or warnings. !ink of 
the parable of the friend at midnight, which ends with these 
words: “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (Luke 11:9). Or 
think of the ending to the parable of the unmerciful servant. 
!ere Christ gives us this warning: “So likewise shall my 
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts for-
give not every one his brother their trespasses” (Matt. 18:35).

!is is also how Christ’s parables become gloriously 
effective in the lives of believers. Our hearts need to become 
places where the glory of Christ and His cross reside—like 
glory in earthen vessels (2 Cor. 4:7): veiled in a certain sense, 
and yet also reflecting the beauty and kingly glory of Christ. 
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Questions
1. If you had to choose a favorite parable, which would 

it be? Why?

2. Define the kingdom of heaven. How and why do 
the parables speak about the kingdom in code, or 
in a veiled way? Are we used to talking about the 
kingdom as much as Christ did? 

3. Many people think of the parables almost as ser-
mon illustrations, which simplify a spiritual point 
for hearers. According to Matthew 13:10–13, is 
this accurate?

4. A simple believer will understand a parable like an 
unbelieving scholar never will. Do you agree? How 
would that work with, for example, the parable of 
the two builders (Matt. 7:24–27)?

5. Nathan told David a parable in order to search his 
heart (2 Sam. 12:1–6). Give an example of how one 
of Christ’s parables might function as a searchlight.


