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The Muratorian Canon (AD 170-200 in Rome)

The following extract shows that this author views the number and time of the apostles and prophets to be
complete (cf. Eph. 2:20). It is interesting to note that The Shepherd of Hermas, mentioned in this text, still
presupposed the existence of prophets and attempts to show how false prophets can be distinguished from
true prophets (§ 11). The Shepherd may well have been composed in stages. The earliest parts date from the

end of the first century (Clement of Rome, who lived in the first century, is mentioned).

English translation

But Hermas composed The
Shepherd quite recently in our
times in the city of Rome, while
his brother, Pius, the bishop,
occupied the [episcopal] seat of
the city of Rome [ca. 140-54].
And therefore, it should indeed be
read, but it cannot be published for
the people in the Church, [it is]
neither among the Prophets, since
their number is complete, nor

Restored Latin text

Pastorem  uero nuperrime
temporibus nostris in  Urbe
Roma  Hermas  conscripsit,

sedente cathedra Urbis Romae
ecclesiae Pio Episcopo fratre
eius; et ideo legi eum quidem
oportet, se publicare uero in
ecclesia populo, neque inter
prophetas, completum numero,
neque inter apostolos, in finem
temporum potest.

Unrestored Latin text

pastorem uero nuperrim
ettemporibus nostris in urbe
roma herma conscripsit sedente
cathetra urbis romae aeclesiae
pio eps fratrer eius et ideo legi
eum quide oportet se puplicare
uero in eclesia populo neque
inter profetas conpletum numero
neque inter apostolos in fine
temporum potest.

among the Apostles for it is after
their time (?).

Transl. by Theron

Hippolytus of Rome (ca. AD 170 — 236)

The following extracts are from the treatise De Christo et Antichristo. They show Hippolytus speaking of

prophets as a past phenomenon.

2. For since the blessed prophets became eyes for us,
foreseeing through faith the mysteries of the word,
which they also ministered to succeeding generations,
not only reporting the past, but also announcing the
present and the future, so that the prophet might not
appear to be one only for the time being, but might
also predict the future for all generations, and so be
reckoned a (true) prophet. For these (prophets) having
been furnished with a prophetic Spirit, and
deservingly honoured by the Word itself; and just as it
is with instruments of music, having the Word
always, like the plectrum, united to themselves,
through which as they were moved, they announced
what God willed. For the prophets were not speaking
out of their own power (let there be no mistake as to
that), neither were they preaching their own wishes,
but first of all they were being rightly endowed with
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wisdom by the Word, and next they were being well
taught the future by means of visions. And then, when
they were thus sent, they were speaking these things
which had been revealed to them alone by God. For
with what reason will the prophet be called a prophet,
unless he by the Spirit foresaw the future? For if the
prophet spoke something of any chance event, he
would not be a prophet then in speaking of things
which all had seen with their own eyes. But one who
sets forth the future in detail was rightly judged a
prophet. Wherefore prophets were with good reason
called from the very first “seers.” And hence we, too,
who are rightly instructed in what was declared
aforetime by them, speak not of our own capacity. For
we do not attempt to make any change, but we bring
again to light those words spoken of old beforehand,
which the Scriptures have set forth, to those who are
able believe rightly, in order that common benefits
may accrue to both parties: for him who speaks in
having held sway by memory over rightly expositing
the (Scriptures) laid before him; and for him who
hears, in giving attention to the things spoken.

Since, then, there is a common labour assigned to
both parties together, viz., to him who speaks, that he
speak forth faithfully without regard to risk, and to
him who hears, that he receive in faith that which is
spoken, I encourage you too, O Theophilus, to strive
together with me in prayer to God.

31. Which of you, then, shall I love more than you?
Yet Jeremiah, too, is stoned. But if I should love
Jeremiah more, yet Daniel too has his testimony.
Daniel, I praise you above all; yet John too gives no
false witness. With how many mouths and tongues
shall I praise you (pl.); or rather the Word which was
spoken in you! For you died with Christ; but you will
live in God. Hear and rejoice. Behold the things
spoken by you have been fulfilled in their time. For
you saw these things yourselves first, next you thus
preached the oracles of God to all generations, you
served all generations. You were heralded as
prophets, that you might be able to save all. For then a
prophet truly becomes a prophet, when, having
announced beforetime things about to be, he
afterwards demonstrates that they have actually
happened. You all became the disciples of a good
Master. These words I address to you as if alive, and
with propriety. For you hold already the crown of life
and immortality which is laid up for you in heaven.

Transl. Roberts-Donaldson (revised R.D.A.)
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Victorinus of Pettau (fl. ca. AD 270, probably died in 303)

In the following quotation Victorinus makes it clear that he does not believe that there are special prophecies
anymore and that the signs and wonders of the apostles ceased after they died. He interprets the prophets of 1

Corinthians as interpreters of Scripture (In Apocalypsin 10.3).

3. “Seven thunders uttered their voices.”] The seven
thunders uttering their voices signify the Holy Spirit of
sevenfold power, who through the prophets announced all
things to come, and by His voice John gave his testimony
in the world; but because he says that he was about to
write the things which the thunders had uttered, that is,
whatever things had been obscure in the announcements
of the Old Testament; he is forbidden to write them, but
he was charged to leave them sealed, because he is an
apostle, nor was it fitting that the grace of the subsequent
stage should be given in the first. “The time,” he says, “is
at hand” (Rev. 1:3; 22:10). For the apostles, by powers,
by signs, by portents, and by mighty works, have
overcome unbelief. After them there is now given to the
same completed Churches the comfort of having the
prophetic Scriptures subsequently interpreted, for I said
that after the apostles there would be interpreting
prophets.

For the apostle says: “And he placed in the Church
indeed, first, apostles; secondly, prophets; thirdly,
teachers,” [Eph. 4:11] and the rest. And in another place
he says: “Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the
others judge” [1 Cor. 14:29]. And he says: “Every woman
that prays or prophesies with her head uncovered,
dishonours her head” [1 Cor. 11:5]. And when he says,
“Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the others
judge,” he is not speaking in respect of the general
prophecy of things unheard and unknown, but of things
both announced and known. But let them judge whether
or not the interpretation is consistent with the testimonies
of the prophetic utterance. It is plain, therefore, that to
John, armed as he was with superior virtue, this was not
necessary, although the body of Christ, which is the
Church, adorned with His members, ought to respond to
its position.

John Chrysostom (ca. AD 347 — 407)

3. Locuta sunt septem tomitrua voces Suas.
Septem tonitrua locuta voces suas, Spiritus
sanctus septiformis virtutis est qui per
prophetas protestatus est omnia futura, et voce
illius in saeculo testimonium Joannes reddidit:
sed quia dicit se scripturum fuisse quanta
locuta fuissent tonitrua, id est quaecumque in
Veteri Testamento erant obscura praedicata,
vetatur ea scribere: sed relinquere ea signata,
quia est Apostolus, nec oportebat gratiam
sequentis gradus in primo collocari. Tempus,
inquit, prope est. Apostoli enim virtutibus,
signis, portentis ac magnalibus factis vicerunt
incredulitatem. Post illos jam eisdeni
consummatis Ecclesiis datum est solatium

propheticarum  scripturarum  post  inter-
pretandarum: post interpretantes prophetas
dixi.

Ait enim Apostolus: Et posuit quidem in
Ecclesia  primum  apostolos, secundo
prophetas, tertio doctores, et reliqua. Et alio
loco ait: Prophetae duo vel tres dicant, et
caeteri aesitment. FEt ait: Omnis mulier orans
vel prophetans, detecto captite, deturpat caput
suum. Cum autem dicat, prophetae duo vel tres
dicant, et caeteri aestiment, non de catholica
prophetia dicit inaudita et incognita, sed et
praedicata et nota: aestiment autem utrum ne
interpretatio cum testimoniis congruat dictionis
propheticae. Constat ergo hoc Joanni non
fuisse necessarium superiori virtute armato;
cum corpus Christi quae est Ecclesia, suis
membris ornatum, suo loco respondere debeat.

John Chrysostom was a very important church father and renowned preacher who served many years in the
churches of Antioch and Constantinople. His treatises and sermons were and are still widely influential. In
two sermons for the feast of Pentecost Chrysostom addresses the question of the special gifts of the Spirit
and the “problem” of the fact that they were no longer evident among the Christians of his day.

The following quotation comes from De Sancta Pentecoste 1'

! For notes on the Greek text see ‘John Chrysostom: Extract from De Sancta Pentecoste I at http://anderson.modelcrafts.eu/ancient-
greek/



I. ... Why then, he says, do signs not arise nowadays?
Pay attention to me at this point accurately, for I hear
this from many, and it is continually and always being
inquired into. Why at that time were all who were being
baptised speaking in tongues?, but now no longer?

Let us learn before that what speaking in tongues is,
and then we will also state the reason.

What then is speaking in tongues? The person being
baptised was immediately making utterance in the
language of the Indians, that of the Egyptians, that of
the Persians, that of the Scythians, that of the Thracians,
and one man was receiving many tongues, and you
would hear those who live now, if they had been
baptised then, immediately making utterance in various
languages. For in fact “Paul,” he says, “found some
who had been baptised with the baptism of John, and
says to them: ‘Tell me whether you received the Holy
Spirit when you believed?’ They say to him: ‘But we
have not heard whether there is a Holy Spirit’. And
immediately he ordered them to be baptised. And when
Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them, and they were all speaking in tongues.” (Acts
19:1-6)

Why then is this gift nowadays wrapped up and
removed from men? It is not that God is dishonouring
us, but rather honouring us exceedingly. How? 1 will
tell you. Men were at that time rather more ignorantly
disposed, having just been delivered from idols, and
their mind was still rather thick and imperceptive, and
they were excited and had gaped at all material things,
and they had never yet given a thought to non-material
gifts, nor did they understand what a gift perceivable by
the mind could possibly be, that is, (a gift) that is
contemplated by faith alone. Because of this signs
arose. For while some of the spiritual gifts are unable to
be seen and are grasped by faith alone: others are
demonstrated as a perceivable sign for the assurance of
unbelievers. I give an example: forgiveness of sins is a
matter of the mind, it is an unseen gift. For we do not
see with the eyes of the flesh how our sins are cleansed.
Why, do you suppose? Because it is the soul which is
cleansed, but the soul is not seen by the eyes of the
body. So then the cleansing of sins is a gift perceivable
by the mind which is not able to be observed by the
eyes of the body. But speaking in various tongues on
the one hand itself belongs to an activity of the Spirit
able to be perceived by the mind, however the sign
provides perceptibility (by the external senses), and is
easily able to be seen by unbelievers. For the exterior
tongue which is heard is a certain manifestation of the
activity arising within the soul, I mean (an activity) not
able to be seen, and it is a refutation. For this reason

% In Greek, this use of the word ‘tongues’ implies foreign languages.
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Paul also says: “The manifestation of the Spirit is given
to each unto his benefit” (1 Cor. 12:7).

Therefore I, for my part, do not now need signs. Why?
Because even without the gift of a sign I have learned
to believe in the Master. For the unbeliever has need of
a pledge, but I who believe do not need a pledge or a
sign. Yet even if I should not speak in a tongue, I know
that I was cleansed from my sins. Those people at that
time would not believe, unless they received a sign. On
account of this signs were being given to them as a
pledge of the faith which they were believing.
Therefore signs were being given not as to the
believers, but as to the unbelievers, in order that they
might become believers. Thus Paul also says: “The
signs are not for the believers, but for the unbelievers”
(1 Cor. 14:22). Do you see, that the wrapping up of the
demonstration of the signs is of God who is not
dishonouring us, but honouring us? For he has done
this wishing to demonstrate our faith, that we believe
him without pledges and signs. For while those people,
unless they had first received a sign and a pledge,
would not believe him concerning the things unseen,
yet I, even without this, demonstrate all faith. This is
therefore the reason that signs do not exist nowadays.

I was desiring also to speak about the concrete occasion
of the feast, and to demonstrate what Pentecost is, and
why the gift is given at this feast, and why it was given
with fiery tongues, and why it occurred after ten days.
But I see my teaching extending for a long time.
Therefore 1 will stop the sermon after having added a
few remarks.

“When the 50 days were completed ... tongues as if of
fire appeared being distributed to them.” (Acts 2:1, 3)
Not “of fire,” but “as if of fire”, in order that you should
not suspect anything perceivable (by the external senses)
concerning the Spirit. For just as at the Jordanian waters
a dove did not descend, but ‘in the form of a dove’: so
also here not ‘fire’, but ‘in the form of fire’. ...

Transl. R.D.A.
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That prophecy and tongues no longer exist is also stated in the treatise De incomprehensibili dei natura 1

from which the following quotation is taken.

... “And if there are prophecies they will be done
away, if tongues they will cease, if knowledge it will
be done away. But there remain faith, hope, love,
these three. And the greater of all these is love” (1
Cor. 13:8, 13). But the discourse on love has not
introduced a random inquiry for us. For on the one
hand the doing away of prophecy and ceasing of
tongues is not difficult. For these gifts were for a
season in our midst with respect to their need, and
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having ceased nothing will be able to harm the word.
In any case see now that there is no prophecy, nor the
gift of tongues, and the word of reverence has not
been hindered. But on the other hand knowledge is to
cease. This is what needs examination. For having
said: “If there are prophecies they will be done way,
if tongues they will cease”, he added: “if knowledge
it will be done away.” If indeed then knowledge will
cease in the future, matters will proceed not for the
better, but for the worse. ...

Transl. R.D.A.
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In his 29" homily on 1 Corinthians, introducing his discussion of chapter 12, Chrysostom also makes the

point that the special gifts have ceased.

This whole place is very obscure: but the obscurity is
produced both by our ignorance of the matters
referred to and by their cessation, being such as then
used to occur but now no longer take place. And why
do they not happen now? Why look now, the cause
too of the obscurity has produced for us again another
question: namely, why did they occur at that time, and
now no longer? This however let us defer to another
time, but for the present let us state what things were
occurring then.

Transl. Roberts-Donaldson (revised R.D.A.)

Augustine of Hippo (AD 354 —430)

Todto Gmav 1O ywpiov cEOdpa E6TIV ACAPEG TNV
0¢ dcapewv 1 T@V Tpoyudtov Gyvold TE Kol
EANLey1g mOLEl TV T0TE PEV upPavovTav, Vv 68
o0 ywopévav. Kai tivog &vekev o0 yivetor viv;
T600 yap kai N aitio wdAwv Tiig doopeiog Etepov
nuiv ifpa €texe. T dMmote yop toTE eV Eyivero,
viv 88 ovkéty, AMO todto piv elc  anbig
avapordiopeda, téwg 6¢ Ta ocvpPaivovia ToTE
Aéyopuey.

Augustine was an African bishop was not only very influential in his own time, but particularly in the time of
the Reformation. He wrote in Latin. In his treatise on baptism he mentions the fact that in his time the special

gifts of the Spirit have passed away (De Baptismo 3.16).

For the Holy Spirit is not given by the laying on of
hands amid the testimony of temporal sensible
miracles, as He was given in former days to be the
credentials of a rudimentary faith, and for the
extension of the first beginnings of the Church. For
who expects in these days that those on whom hands
are laid that they may receive the Holy Spirit should
forthwith begin to speak with tongues?”

Neque enim temporalibus et sensibilibus miraculis
attestantibus per manus impositionem modo datur
Spiritus ~ sanctus, sicut antea dabatur ad
commendationem rudis fidei et Ecclesiae primordia
dilatanda. Quis enim nunc hoc exspectat, ut ii
quibus manus ad accipiendum Spiritum sanctum
imponitur, repente incipiant linguis loqui?

* Tertullian (On Baptism 7-8) describes the custom of baptism in the (African) church known to him. After immersion in water the
person is anointed with oil on the basis of the Old Testament anointing of high priests. Thereupon there is a blessing spoken over him
with laying on of hands on the analogy of Jacob blessing his sons in old age. It is said that at this moment the Holy Spirit comes upon

the person. No mention is made of special gifts however.



