11. The Day of Judg’ment Has

Come

Who Will Be the Juclg’e?

It is clear from Scripture that all people will experience the Day of
Judgmen’t. This is Vivi(ﬂy described in Revelation 20:11-15, where we read

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.
Earth and slzy fled from his presence, and there was no place for
them. And I saw the deacl, great and smaﬂ, standing before the
throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is
the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had
done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were
in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and
each person was juclged accor(ling to what he had done. Then death
and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the
second death. If anyone’s name was not found written in the book
of hfe, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

This passage reminds us of what was prophesied alreacly in the Old

Testament:

As 1 1oolzed, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took
his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was
white like wool. His throne was ﬂaming with fire, and its wheels were
all ablaze. A river of fire was ﬂowing , coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before him. The court was seated and the books were
opened. .. In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was
one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approachecl the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He
was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations

and men of every 1anguage worshipe(l him. His dominion is an



everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his king(lom is one

that will never be destroyed (Dan 7:9-11, 13-14).

The “Ancient of Days” is generaﬂy seen as a manifestation of God. The
son of man coming with the clouds is unmistalza]gly Jesus Christ. While
God presicles as ]uclge and never relinquishes his position, it is clear that
the juclgment is given to our Lord Jesus Christ.

Right after parcloning a woman caught in aclultery, Christ says to the
Pharisees, “You judge ]gy human standards; I pass judgment on no one.
Butif I do juclge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand
with the Father, who sent me” (]ohn 8:15-16). The Ancient of Days and
the Son of Man will render the same verdict.

In Lord’s Day 20 of the Heia’e/]yerg Cateclzism, we confess, “In all my

sorrow and persecution, | lift up my head and eagerly await as judge from
heaven the very same person who before has submitted himself to the

”

juclgment of God for my salze, and has removed the curse from me...

(Book o][Praise, p- 494). This “very same person” is our Lord Jesus Christ.

In Scripture, we also find this comfor’cing message: .. .the Father judges
no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the
Son just as they honor the Father” (]ohn 5:22). In his sermon at
Cornelius’ house, Peter also mentions that “ [he] commanded us to preach
to the people and to testify that he (Jesus) is the one whom God appointed
as juclge of the hving and the dead” (Acts 10:42).

Christ is the Juclge, appointecl I)y the Father for this purpose, and his
judgment will be in accordance with the will of the Father. There is not

even a hint of two juclges, each coming to a different verdict.

How Can God judge all people at the same time?

The question has often been asked, “How can God juclge all people at one
time? Will there not be hillions who need to be juclgecl, and how will this

take place?" The judgment will be massive; can it still be personal?
The 1ogistics are min(l—hoggling, it seems.



Of course, it is true that with God nothing is impossil)le. We confess in
Article 37 of the Be/gic Con][ession that all people will appear in person
before the great Judge (Book o/[Praise, p- 471). The Bible tells us that
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. We have to make
our “appearance" and that word denotes (as it does in law) that we must
persona//y stand before the judge at his appointed time. An appearance is
an official moment when a judgment is pronounced and a verdict is

made 12nown .

What makes us wonder is the notion of a personal experience. Will there
not be an incredible line—up, and will this personal appearance before God
not take a great amount of time? I made a textual reference here to

Revelation 20:12-13, which is already quo’ce(l above, and we lift out the
word that all will be stanc]ing before the throne. It is an important moment.

Article 37 in the Confession also implies that, at the final judgmen’c,
“...the secrets and hypocrisies of men will then be pul)licly uncovered in
the sigh’t of all.” The trial will be an open one, and the evidence will be
made pul)lic. This can be a very frightening thought. At the last ju(lgment,

all secrets will be uncovered and no’ching will remain hidden.

This 12nowlec1ge must make us very careful that we do not pile up sins,
especiaﬂy secret and hidden sins. All things will come to the 1igh’c. We will
be (leeply ashamed of ourselves. But there will be no gloating from others,
for all people will be in the same situation. The point is that we now, in
this life alrea(ly, confess our secret sins to God and to those affected l)y
them on earth. Then, even though they may be made known on the Day of

Juclgment, they will not count against us. We need to sincerely pray,
“Forgive my hidden faults” (Ps 19:12).

We will leave the logistics to the Lord. He is able to judge all people
personaﬂy, yet simul’taneously. For each one of us, it will indeed be a
personal experience. Our lives as we lived them on this earth will be ju(lgecl.
As Paul writes, “...we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the

Zaoaly, whether good or bad” (2 Cor 5:10).



Note that Paul writes about things done whether gooa] or bad. Qur goocl
works will also be noted. We will not be “credited” for these good Worlzs, for
Christ worked them in us. All or works are works of grace and never of
merit. Christ alone receives the glory. But it will be noted that we Ly God’s
grace did serve the Lord and furthered his lzingclom.

Wlly is a Ju(lg’ment Require(l?

More than once, | have been asked Why there must still be a judgment
when all who die a]reacly know whether they are saved or not. As we saw
earlier, those who are saved go to heaven; those who are not saved go to
Sheol. Bven before we die, we may have certainty of faith that we are
forgiven in Jesus Christ.

If the outcome is alrea(ly clear, Why have a juclgment? Is that not a waste of
time? Moreover, is it not rather iﬂogical and laugha]ale? Why appear before
the juclge when the verdict is alreacly known?

These are goocl questions that help us understand Wl'ly a judgment is
required. In every trial, evidence is presented and Weighecl })y a jury and/or
juclge before a verdict is made. This can take quite some time, especially if
the jurors cannot agree. By the time the verdict is ogiciaﬂy made 12nown,
however, the accused may alreacly know what it will be. The lawyers may
have ﬁgured out in which direction things will go. Stiﬂ, the matter is not
settled until an official verdict is rendered and a penalty set.

At this verdict, the evidence is presented once more. The judge makes a
final decision and determines a just punishment. iny then is the case
closed. This is also the function of the Day of Judgmen’c. We need to
hear the evidence against us, and the verdict must be ogiciaﬂy
proclaimecl. “Guilty as chargecl.” That is the moment when we will see
more clearly than ever before how great our sins and misery really are.
At the same time, we will hear the other amazing verdict: “Not guilty,
redeemed in Christ.”

That is the moment when we will grasp, as never Lefore, “how wide and

1ong and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that



surpasses 12nowlec1ge — that you may be filled to the measure of all the

fullness of God” (Eph 3:18-19). We will £inaﬂy see the true dep’ch of our
misery and the real heig}lt of God’s love.

The Day of Juclgment is therefore not an a{-ter-thought or appen&ix but a
crucial moment on our path to eternal glory. We need this clay for our
benefit and God’s glory. The shame over our sin will be covered by the joy
over our salva’cion, and God will be vindicated in his Son, Jesus Christ.

Glory be to the Triune God.

We will be ju(lg’e(l but not condemned

I particularly like the way the Heicleﬂ)erg Catechism formulates the matter.
Spealzing about the £orgiveness of sins, we confess, “I believe that God
because of Christ’s satisfaction will no more remember my sins, nor my
sinful nature against which T have to struggle all my life, but will graciously
grant me the righteousness of Christ that I may never come into

condemnation” (Book ofpraise, p. 496).

We will enter into ju&gmen’c, but never come into condemnation. This is
simply amazing. What will reaﬂy stand out on the Day of ]uclgment is the
ef{;icacy and benefit of Christ’s one sacrifice on the cross. Not only has
Christ fulfilled the law in our place, but he also underwent the full penal’cy
of the law, especiaHy on the cross. The Day of Judgmen’c is about us. But

even more it is about Christ.





